
I ’ve spent five months researching and
writing an article on Adventist
Revelation Seminars, five months

immersed in darkness. That’s a large dose of
bad medicine. As I confided to some close
friends, I feel old, worn out. What I need
now is some Good Medicine. What I need
more than anything is the real Gospel, the
Good News.

First, I need to embrace the bad news
to understand just how good the Good
News really is. It’s like this. I was dead in
my sin. Not just metaphorically “dead”,
but literally and truly dead. That immate-
rial part of me, my spirit, that can com-
mune with God who is Spirit, was dead
and separated from him. I walked in sin,
going along with the worldly system that
Satan has set up. The truth is, Satan was
at work in me, and I was continually dis-
obedient to God. I was just like everyone
else in the world, trying to be my own god
and do things my own way, the way I
thought was best. In fact, as a dead man,
that was my very nature. That was who I
really was. I rightly deserved nothing but
the wrath of a Holy God, just like every-
one else. That’s the bad news.

Here’s the Good News. God’s mercy is
mind blowing. He has such great love that
He loves me despite who and what I was.
Even while I was still dead, He sovereignly
chose to pay the price for my sin, to bring
my spirit to life, and to place me in com-

munion with
Himself. It was
an act of pure, unmerited favor.
God saved this dead sinner and
raised me up with Jesus so that I am
with Jesus in the heavenly places. I
am alive and with Him! 

Why did God do this? The
only answer is that He did it so
that through all eternity He will
be glorified because of the riches
He’s showered upon me. He did
it so that His unmerited grace
and kindness to me through
Jesus are displayed to all. 

My salvation is completely by
unmerited, undeserved grace
through faith, but that faith
doesn’t come from me. Even
faith is God’s gift to me. None
of this is based on anything I’ve
ever done or ever will do. If I
had done anything, then I would
have some bragging rights, but
all the credit goes to God. 

See, I’m God’s masterpiece
of grace. Like an artist, He took
the raw mess that I am and
crafted something completely
new in Jesus. God had a pur-
pose for His art. Since before
time began God was preparing
good things for me to do. He’s
the artist, and I’m the medium
He works in. 

God chose to take a dead
man, deserving of wrath,
brought me to life, gave me
faith, transformed me, and is
now doing good things through
me. I’m a product of His crafts-
manship from start to finish. It’s
all about Him, all by Him, and

all for His glory. In that assurance I am refreshed and healed.
God’s sovereign grace is Good News. 

If you need a little dose of the good stuff, try reading
through Ephesians 2:1-10 and making it personal. That’s what I
just did, and I can tell you, it’s Good Medicine. †
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Chris Lee lives in Lincoln, Nebraska with his wife, Carmen, and daughters, Ashlyn and Alyssa. They attend the
Lincoln Berean Church. Chris is a self-described “theology junkie” whose mission is to proclaim the unfathomable
grace of Christ in a clear, understandable, and Biblical way. Chris is the editor of the Proclamation! Blog at
ProclamationMagazine.com. You may contact Chris by email at ambulater@gmail.com.

The life   A F T E R with Chris Lee

©
IS
TO

C
K
PH

O
TO

.C
O
M
/F
RE
N
TU

SH
A

God chose to take a dead man,

deserving of wrath, brought me to

life, gave me faith, transformed

me, and is now doing good things

through me. I’m a product of His

craftsmanship from start to finish.



Net ’95—Adventist evangelism was morphing.
No longer limited to live local events,

Revelation Seminars were going global. Adventist
venues around the world were installing receivers
so local groups could all watch as Mark Finley
delivered the first satellite broadcasts of a full-scale
evangelistic outreach. 

Still Adventists but actively questioning and
studying, Richard and I agreed to do special music
for a Friday evening Net ’95 presentation at a local
Adventist church. Neither of us had been to an
Adventist evangelistic meeting since childhood,
and we were curious. 

After the preliminaries and our flute-trombone
duet, the video opened with footage from one of
Finley’s travels to the Holy Land, and he moved
seamlessly into his presentation. I have no memory
of the specific topic that night. The memory I do
have, however, is of my growing frustration as he
threw text after proof-text onto the screen, rapidly
bolstering his arguments with fragments of verses
lifted out of context. 

I tried to take notes; the texts came too fast and
the references stayed on the screen too little time for
me to jot down the phrases he quoted, sometimes
using only parts of sentences in order to get just the
words he needed to make his points. 

Richard and I had already been studying the
Bible with our Christian neighbors for several
months, and we had discovered the power of read-
ing Scripture in context, one whole chapter at a
time, until we completed the whole book. Sitting
through Mark Finley’s carefully-crafted pitch using
out-of-context Scripture fragments without allow-
ing the audience any possibility of turning to the
passages in their own Bibles was both horrifying
and clarifying.

We realized that, despite the “high tech” satel-
lite broadcasting, the method and content of
Finley’s presentation was almost identical to the
evangelistic crusades our local conferences pro-
duced when we were kids: same proof-texting,
same fast-paced “sales pitch” delivery, same sensa-
tional, fear-inducing language, same agenda. At the
same time, we both left that meeting knowing for
sure that the Bible made sense and was deeply
compelling—if one read it in context. The
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Adventist pick-and-choose method of using
Scripture was deceitful and confusing. An unsus-
pecting person would be carried along by the fast-
paced preaching and visuals and would be unable
even to formulate questions about what he or she
had just watched. We would not be returning for
any more Net ’95 installments; we had discovered
God’s word, and it was far more satisfying than the
flashy, mesmerizing presentations by one of
Adventism’s top evangelists.

Today nothing has changed—except the updat-
ed technology. In this issue Chris Lee tells of
watching via the internet a 2012 Revelation Today
seminar with John Bradshaw—and finding that the
content and its progression is still the same as that
of the “crusades” of his youth, while Haroldo
Camacho shows from The General Conference
Working Policy that what Adventism calls the
gospel—is not. Dale Ratzlaff’s study on Romans
3:21-26 tells what Jesus really did on the cross, and
Robert Bowman explains how we can know the
Bible is completely reliable. Martin Carey reflects
on Psalm 19 and its declaration of the gospel, and
regular columnists Rick Barker, Chris Lee, and
Carolyn Macomber challenge us to know what
Adventism teaches and to submit our minds and
hearts to the gospel of the Lord Jesus. 

Our prayer for you as you read this issue of
Proclamation! is that you will allow God’s word to
plant you deeply in truth and reality. Deception
and false gospels flourish behind many pious-
sounding words, but only God’s word in Scripture
is truth. Don’t take the word of a persuasive speak-
er; let Scripture alone instruct you. God is faithful,
and He will not trick you nor lead you astray. The
truth will set you free (Jn. 8:32). †

See you at the Summer Conference
The Former Adventist Summer Conference 2012 in St.

Joseph, Michigan, is almost here! Convening at The Chapel at
4250 Washington Ave., St. Joseph, from July 27-29, 2012, the
weekend will cost $40 ($50/couple) and will feature Pastors Phil
Bubar and Corey Kugel, Richard and Colleen Tinker, Carolyn
Macomber, and Ben and Delina McPhaull. 

The opening meeting on Friday night will feature Phil
Bubar speaking on “It’s How You View the Blood” and will
conclude with a Q and A panel with Phil Bubar, Colleen Tinker
and Carolyn Macomber with Richard Tinker moderating.

Saturday will open with Corey Kugel speaking on the inerran-
cy of Scripture followed by Ben McPhaull teaching how to study
the Bible. Colleen Tinker will present “Sabbath Revisited” just
before lunch, and in the afternoon Phil Bubar will present a talk
entitled “Worldview Alignment Needed”. Two more talks by
Colleen Tinker will precede supper: “The Great Controversy
Examined” and “What’s So Important About Our Spirit?”

The evening will conclude with testimonies and communion
led by Phil Bubar. 

All are invited to attend church on Sunday morning at The
Chapel followed by a no-host lunch at a local restaurant.

Sunday evening launches a two-night seminar for the local
Christians in the area; those who attended the Former Adventist
conference are welcome to stay for these meetings as well. 

Sunday evening will include Carolyn Macomber presenting the
historical implications of Adventism. Ben McPhaull will explain
the prophetic role of Ellen G. White within Adventism, followed
by role-playing during which Phil Bubar and other presenters
demonstrate the ways Adventists answer Christians when ques-

tioned about their beliefs. Colleen Tinker will give a synopsis of
the Adventist worldview, and the meeting will conclude with a Q
and A panel with Phil Bubar, Colleen Tinker, Carolyn Macomber,
Ben McPhaull, and Richard Tinker moderating. 

Monday evening will include Colleen Tinker explaining the
significance of Sabbath within Adventism as well as the Adventist
understanding of the human spirit. The evening will conclude
with another Q and A panel with Phil Bubar, Colleen Tinker and
Carolyn Macomber with Richard Tinker moderating. 

To register for the weekend, call (269) 429-1041, or mail
your check for $40 to The Chapel, 4250 Washington Ave., St.
Joseph, Michigan, 49085, and mark it Former Adventist
Summer Conference 2012. 

Ratzlaff’s announce Gospel Tour
Dale and Carolyn Ratzlaff are going on a Gospel Tour this

summer. The tour will begin in July and end in September.
Their first stop will be Rexburg Idaho on July 4 and 5. Other
stops include Calgary, Alberta, Canada; Fairbanks and
Anchorage Alaska; Vancouver and Walla Walla Washington;
Scappoose and Reedsport, Oregon; Paradise, Morgan Hill, and
Redlands, California. 

If you are near one of these locations and would like to be
involved in or attend a presentation, please contact Dale by
phone or text at 623-377-3090 for dates and meeting location.
Presentations may include the following: “A Comparison
between Adventism and Evangelical Christianity”, “Sabbath in
Christ”, or a gospel message. Please pray for Dale and
Carolyn's health and safety and for God's provision for these
important meetings. Updates: www.ProclamationMagazine.com

M I N I S T R Y News
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Thank you for your help
We praise God and thank you for the sacri-

ficial support that has enabled us to get this
issue of Proclamation! printed and mailed. We
are entering the summer months which are
always difficult financially. Please pray with us
that God will impress those whom He knows
should give, and we pray that God will bless
and provide richly for each of you who support

this ministry with your prayers and with your monetary gifts. 
We know that God owns the cattle on a thousand hills (Ps.

50:10), and we are asking Him once again to sell a couple of
them to make it possible to produce the last two issues of 2012. 

We pray that God will guide Life Assurance Ministries, that
He will keep each of us faithful and submitted to Him and to
His will and His word, and that the Lord Jesus will glorify
Himself through Proclamation! magazine and bring the freedom
of the gospel to many who are in bondage—even to those who
do not recognize their bonds. 

FORMER ADVENTIST FELLOWSHIP CONFERENCE

Michigan
Summer 2012
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that Jesus’ obedience to die is how
we are made righteous, or justified. 

In fact, Paul continues in verse
20 to articulate again the purpose
and function of the law: “the Law
came in so that the transgression
would increase”.  

The righteousness imputed to us
is not righteousness related to law-
keeping, neither ours nor Jesus’.

Philippians 3:9 states that the right-
eousness we receive from Christ is a
righteousness that is not “derived
from the Law” but is, rather, that
“which comes from God on the
basis of faith”. In other words, our
imputed righteousness is the intrin-
sic righteousness of God; it is com-
pletely unrelated to the Law.

Romans 8 explains further that
we are saved by Christ’s resurrec-
tion life. When we are alive in
Jesus, we are made spiritually alive
by the same Spirit who raised Jesus

from the dead (Rom. 8:10-11) and
pass at that moment from death to
life (Jn. 5:24).  Jesus explained in
John 6 that He is the bread of Life,
that whoever eats and drinks his
body and blood has eternal life.
That eternal God-life is what we
receive when we believe. The
righteousness credited to our
account is Jesus’ Life, the unbro-

ken connection with the Trinity
that was lost when Adam and Eve
sinned. It is not “kept laws” that
God imputes to us; it is the Lord
Jesus Himself who hides us in
Him. It is the Lord Jesus whom
the Father sees when He looks at
us, and He credits Jesus’ eternal
Life to our account.

Beautiful!
What a beautiful spring

Proclamation!, Richard, and what
wonderful articles. You all are
great!! Thank you for your dedica-
tion to the Lord.

COEUR D’ALENE, ID

Subversive
I have no interest in your sub-

versive “ministry” and am embar-
rassed to find your publication in
my mailbox—as if I were a part of
your group.

BRYANT, AL

Prayed for
Bless you! I am so glad you are

God’s kids. It makes me happy we
are “relatives”!…You folks are
prayed for constantly. These times
are so greatly unstable. We are
constantly being amazed at the
changes that have been made.
“Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” God
bless you and keep you in all you
do. Love and prayers.

CUMMING, GA

Shame on you
I am sorry looking at your

magazine that you put down
EGW so many times. God did
make her a prophet for His
church—a messenger. If you don’t
believe in her, you don’t believe in
the Bible. Shame on you!

SACRAMENTO, CA

Editor’s response: From an
Adventist perspective, I couldn’t
agree with the above writer more!
Adventists understand the Bible
from an EGW hermeneutic, and
they believe Ellen White was
inspired exactly as were the Bible
writers. Roger Coon, past direc-
tor of The White Estate, wrote a
lengthy series of articles entitled
“Inspiration/Revelation: What It
Is and How It Works” which
were printed in The Journal of
Adventist Education between
October, 1981, and March, 1982.
In his final summary he makes
this statement: “Ellen White was
inspired in the same manner and
to the same degree as were the
Bible prophets.” It is disingenu-
ous for Adventism to claim that
Ellen White’s work is not regard-
ed as Scripture while simultane-
ously asserting her inspiration was
in the same manner and to the
same degree as the Bible writers’.
This work of Coon’s is accessible
online at The White Estate at
this address: www.whiteestate.org
/issues/rev-insp.html

Discredited like you 
The only true and genuine

official exponent of Seventh-day
Adventism is the General
Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists, not the disgruntled
members who are confused and
don’t have the ability to put
together two coherent thoughts.

In the Spring, 2012 issue, you
have an article by Cherie Skrivan.
The poor woman must be so
traumatized by her dysfunctional
family and upbringing that she is
totally confused. In her article
“My Two Worlds Collided”, if
every time she used the word
“Sabbath” it were replaced with
“murder”, “adultery”, or with any
of the other nine command-

ments, if you have an average IQ,
you’d discover how little sense
her article makes and how silly
she looks. 

I have done that with a couple
of editorials by Colleen. I had
great fun doing it; it’s too bad
that Colleen’s hatred and
Sabbath-phobic attitude has
blinded her understanding.

About Carolyn Macomber: if
what she writes reflects, even par-
tially, her experience as an
Adventist, I pity her as she is the
most ignorant of all Seventh-day
Adventists I have ever encoun-
tered. Expressions like “I had
been robbed of the most impor-
tant kingpin of my faith…
Adventism had taught me to min-
imize the resurrection,” just to
mention one, show that she never
received any Bible studies, read
any of our books, or even read
her Sabbath School Quarterly!

And you believe her and pub-
lish that rubbish. If any serious
publication did that, it would
instantly be discredited,
well…just like you are! 

SANGER, CA

Ministry behind bars
I use your material in ministry

here with those who seek right-
eousness through Christ vs. the
law. Thank you!

BLYTHE, CA

Personal encouragement
I thank you so much for send-

ing the back issues of
Proclamation! What a wonderful
surprise! I am learning a lot
about the problems that legalism
causes and finding so much per-
sonal encouragement reading the
testimonies of transformed lives
through Jesus’ blood and resur-
rection. Thank you for all the
work you do for my brothers and
sisters in Christ.

YUCAIPA, CA

MAIL LETTERS TO THE EDITOR TO:
Editor, Proclamation! Magazine
P.O. Box 905
Redlands, CA 92373

OR EMAIL EDITOR:
proclamation@gmail.com

MISSION
To proclaim the good news of
the new covenant gospel of
grace in Christ and to combat
the errors of  legalism and false
religion.

MOTTO
Truth needs no other foundation
than honest investigation under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit
and a  willingness to follow truth
when it is revealed.

MESSAGE
“For by grace you have been
saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves, it is a gift of God;
not of works, that no one should
boast.” Ephesians 2:8,9

I am sorry looking at your magazine that

you put down EGW so many times. God

did make her a prophet for His church—a

messenger. If you don’t believe in her, you

don’t believe in the Bible. Shame on you!
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Does a person who was baptized as an infant by sprin-
kling need to be re-baptized by immersion when he/she is
old enough to make a decision for Christ?

Several things need to be considered. Historically the
church has held differing views on baptism. Some see a
parallel between infant baptism and infant circumcision

practiced in the Old Testament as an entrance sign into the
covenant/church. Often those who practice infant baptism
have a confirmation program where young members can learn
the gospel and what it means to be a Christian. This program
gives them the opportunity to confirm personally what took
place when they were infants.

There is an interesting—and I believe helpful—teaching on
baptism in the Didache (the teaching of the twelve apostles).
This teaching was written very early1 in the history of the
church: “Now concerning baptism, baptize as follows: after
you have reviewed all these things, baptize ‘in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit’ in running
water. But if you have no running water, then baptize in some
other water; and if you are not able to baptize in cold water,
then do so in warm. But if you have neither, then pour water
on the head three times ‘in the name of Father and Son and
Holy Spirit’”.

Generally speaking I believe that a person should be old
enough to accept Christ knowingly and to be baptized by
immersion. I believe this is the method taught in the Bible and
best expresses the real meaning of baptism—union with Christ
in his death and resurrection. Baptism also serves as a public
declaration of one’s faith.

However, I believe there are exceptions for certain circum-
stances. I have been teaching a little seasonal church group at
an RV Resort in Casa Grande, going through the book of
Romans. When we finished the first lesson on Romans 6, one
couple who recently accepted Christ wanted to be baptized.

About three weeks earlier, the wife had undergone surgery on
her neck. The doctor made mistakes, cut an artery, and was
unable to finish the operation. She was wearing a neck brace
and was unable to turn her head or to put any stress on her
neck. Considering their request and their circum-
stances, we had a little baptismal service in which
we poured water on their heads. We sensed the
presence of the Holy Spirit as they publicly
confessed Christ as their Lord and Savior. 

I believe substance always trumps form,
and reality supersedes ritual. He who
believes has eternal life. †

1 Between AD 50-AD 80, The Apostolic Fathers, Second
Edition, Baker Book House, p. 146-147. 

Dale Ratzlaff is the founder of Life Assurance Ministries
and Proclamation! magazine.
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Dale and Carolyn Ratzlaff have authored five books concerning Adventism: Sabbath
in Christ—a volume that explains new covenant Sabbath rest, Cultic Doctrine of
Seventh-day Adventism—explores the unique doctrine of a pre-advent judgment
that decides eternal destinies, Truth About Adventist “Truth”—a little book that’s
perfect to give to Christians that need to understand Adventism, Truth Led Me
Out—in which Dale Ratzlaff tells his own story of following Jesus, no matter the
cost, and My Cup Overflows—Carolyn’s autobiography. Each of these books is avail-
able at Ratzlaf.com or by phoning 800-355-7073, or 520-836-9790.

LIFE ASSURANCE
MINISTRIES

L E T T E R S to the Editor

Is sprinkling good enough?

Ask the   P A S T O R

Pastor Gary Inrig baptizes former Adventist Michael Hicks in the
Jordan River during a tour of the Holy Land in 2008.



Childhood

To my mother’s credit, I learned to read from the Bible.
While I did struggle with the old King James version that
we had at home, I recall being attracted to Scripture, and

by the age of six or seven I had prayed for Jesus to come into my
heart and forgive me of my sins. Whether I was born again at that
time or not is uncertain, but I felt a call on my heart to follow Jesus. 

Unfortunately, the sufficiency of Scripture was not part of the
Adventist program in our family, and I progressed into reading
from household favorites such as Patriarchs and Prophets and The
Great Controversy, to get the rest of the story. As I learned the
Adventist doctrine of insecurity and its version of progressive sanc-
tification, however, I became more and more saddened and dis-
couraged. My reading of Scripture had sharpened my awareness of
my own sin to such a degree that I knew I was incapable of achiev-
ing the righteousness required to stand before God when judged.
At the same time, to my discredit, I believed what I was being
taught without question, and the roots that I had been putting
down into the soil of the word dried up. 

I have learned only recently that when I was about seven my
mother was already losing confidence in the authority of Ellen
White; nevertheless, I was still raised from that time without any
direction away from Adventist doctrine. Why? I am not sure, but
perhaps her silence stemmed from her commitment to my dad or
to her family—or maybe she felt as I have known other Adventists
to feel: that there is room in “the Truth” for differences and that
we all worship the same Jesus. Therefore, the rationalization goes,
we are all sincere, and a loving God will see our sincerity and
reward us accordingly.

Fallen away
The theology that I had developed was as follows. I knew I was

a sinner and had found myself incapable of being without sin. That
was accurate as far as it went—but I learned that I would have to
face judgment one day for each of my sins. At its root this belief
taught me that I was responsible for my salvation. Moreover, with-
in my Adventist training, Satan had been elevated to a nearly god-
like being with the power to create certain life forms, and I learned
that serving him was the alternative to serving God. After all, the
Bible made it clear that there are only two alternatives when Jesus
said in Matthew 12:30, “Whoever is not with me is against me…”

In addition, my understanding of the final judgment and hell
was that I would be consumed and annihilated. I eventually grew
to accept that, since I was hopelessly sinful, I would serve myself
and Satan, finding as much pleasure as available to me, and ulti-
mately burn for a little while in hell. This fate compared to the
futile life of attempting to obey an impossible law seemed to be the
lesser of miseries. 

15 years in the pigpen
I spent the next 15 years in the pig pen of the world. These

years of abandonment to my sinful nature led me to a couple of
rehabilitation centers, to dealing with disease, and to a couple of
times in jail for multiple felonies. 

While none of these results was pleasant, they are not what I
remember as the worst experience of that time. I remember the
searing pain of living in a place of what I can only imagine some of
the agony of hell to be. My heart had become isolated from God. I
was completely without hope.
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Thanks for God’s Big Yellow Truck
I just had to tell Dale Ratzlaff

that his article on, “What’s in
God’s Big Yellow Truck?” was fan-
tastic. It took my husband and me
three days to get through it. We
were going back and then back
again and again, trying to under-
stand and to be clear in our minds
exactly what the Bible was saying.
After 50 years in the Adventist
church, it takes some doing and
some time for the Holy Spirit to
get through to us. But Praise God,
the Holy Spirit got through to us. I
love the way Dale laid it out so
plainly; I had been trying to pull it
all together, but I just could not do
it. This article was wonderful.
Thank you, thank you. The rest of
the magazine was great also; we
always look forward to getting it. I
wish it were not so long in between
issues. We just started getting your
magazine; I think this is the second
or third time we have gotten
it. Thank you so much again for all
your work in putting this magazine
out, it is much appreciated!

LOON LAKE, WA

Thank you for new birth article
Colleen Tinker’s last article was

such an eye-opener. Thank you for
your teachings. More and more,
through Proclamation!, I’m learning

who Jesus is. I have just turned 79,
but it’s never too late. I now know
to whom I belong. I’m still looking
for a church family. God bless you.

PEMBROKE PINES, FL

Taking exception to gospel
With all due respect for

Proclamation!, I really must take
exception with Ms. Tinker’s article
that our salvation “hangs entirely”
on our sinless Savior’s death, burial
and resurrection, to the exclusion of
any law-keeping on the part of Jesus’
actual life. Romans 5:10 was frus-
tratingly and without explanation,
dismissed out of hand which says
that we are indeed saved by both
His life and His death, and as a mat-
ter of fact, “how much more...shall
we be saved through His life.”…

It is of course true, that upon
believing in the cross-work of the
Redeemer, we are gifted with the
presence of the Holy Spirit, and we
are on solid ground to be incorrigi-
bly cheerful, per 1 Thessalonians
5:16 bidding us to “rejoice ever-
more” as He lives His life through
us. However, no matter how grand
the work of the Spirit in us is, we
will always fall short of perfection
this side of heaven (Phil. 3:12).
Ergo, our right standing before the
judicial bar of the Almighty, cannot
be based on any imperfect law-
keeping on our part—it is true, but
it does have everything to do with
the sinless, perfect law-keeping on
His part. For it is by His obedience,
that the many will be appointed
righteous (Rom. 5:19). He obeyed,
and thereby fulfilled the whole
moral law, amounting to a full and
sufficient righteousness for all to
whom it would be imputed.…

As happy as I am that CT
embellishes the death of Christ on
her behalf, I feel compelled to
ignite a storm of controversy within
her soul, suggesting that what may
be missing from her theology is
that His death is actually the climax
of a perfect life of righteousness
which is imputed to our account
(Rom. 3:21-22, 4:6, 11, 2 Cor.
5:21)…In just the same manner
that our sins being imputed to
Christ did not make Him (subjec-
tively) a sinner, neither does His
righteousness imputed to us make

us (subjectively) righteous. It is a
gift of righteousness (Rom. 5:17),
so that He may be called, “The
Lord Our Righteousness” (Jer.
23:6). Hence, salvation is not based
on the holiness of the one who
believes, but on the holiness of the
One in whom the sinner believes,
and that, therefore, includes the life
He lived, not just His death.

VIA EMAIL

Editor’s response: I believe the
writer above confuses the nature of
Christ’s righteousness and obedi-
ence and also the nature of the
righteousness imputed to us when
we believe. The above letter makes
the point that Christ’s righteousness
was demonstrated by His perfect
obedience to the law and that this
perfect obedience amounted “to a
full and sufficient righteousness for
all to whom it would be imputed.”
The writer also mistakes the “life”
of Jesus by which we are saved,
interpreting Romans 5:10 as sug-

gesting it was Jesus’ life of perfect
law-keeping prior to His death that
is the life that saves us.

I challenge the writer to find
one text of Scripture to support
these interpretations. To be sure,
Jesus’ life prior to His crucifixion
was sinless, yet Scripture does not
identify this “sinlessness” as being
defined by or tied to law-keeping. 

Romans 3:20 states that “by the
works of the Law no flesh will be
justified,” and this declaration
applies to Jesus in the flesh as well.
Moreover, the last part of this same
verse identifies the actual function
of the law: “through the law comes
the knowledge of sin.” In other
words, the law does not define
righteousness, nor does law-keep-
ing identify righteousness. Rather,

the law identifies sin. Jesus’ law-
keeping was the result of His sin-
lessness; it was not His law-keeping
that qualified Him as our
Substitute. 

Romans 3:21 further says the
righteousness of God has now been
manifested “apart from the Law”.
Moreover, this righteousness of
God which is “apart from the Law”
was witnessed, or foretold, by the
Law and the Prophets. In other
words, God’s righteousness (which
is the righteousness of Jesus, God
incarnate) is not defined by the law
or law-keeping. Rather, the law as
well as the prophets foreshadowed
this surpassing righteousness that is
above, beyond, and apart from law.
Jesus’ righteousness has nothing at
all to do with law, and His law-
keeping does not qualify Him as
our Substitute. 

Furthermore, the writer above
states that Jesus’ obedience to the
moral law is what is imputed to us
as righteousness, citing Romans

5:19. In fact, the context of Romans
5:19 has nothing to do with Jesus’
obedience to the law. Verse 18 con-
trasts Adam’s “one transgression”
which “resulted in condemnation to
all men” with Jesus’ “one act of
righteousness” which resulted in
“justification of life to all men.”
This one act of righteousness was
Jesus’ obedience to His Father in
dying on the cross. Verse 19
restates the contrast presented in
verse 18 in different words, stating,
“as through the one man’s disobedi-
ence the many were made sinners,
even so through the obedience of
the One the many will be made
righteous.” Contextually we cannot
conclude that the “obedience of the
One” is referring to law-keeping.
Instead, Paul is emphatically stating
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But Praise God, the Holy Spirit got through

to us. I love the way Dale laid it out so

plainly; I had been trying to pull it all

together, but I just could not do it. This

article was wonderful. 

Rescued from the pig pen
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Fundamental Belief #2. The Trinity: 
There is one God: Father, Son, and

Holy Spirit, a unity of three co-eternal
Persons. God is immortal, all-power-
ful, all-knowing, above all, and ever
present. He is infinite and beyond
human comprehension, yet known
through His self-revelation. He is for-
ever worthy of worship, adoration, and
service by the whole creation.

When I first heard critics say
that Adventism was trithe-
istic rather than truly

Trinitarian, I thought they were overre-
acting. Now, several years later, I have
come to the same conclusion after many discussions with Adventist
apologists on online forums.

The term Trinity has a very specific meaning within
Christianity. The word was created by the Christian Church in
order to describe a specific belief. Trinity comes from the Latin
word trinitas and it means “three in one”. The creation of the
word “Trinity” is linked to the theological understanding of the
Christian Church when forming the word. The orthodox
Christian belief, then and now, is that while God exists as three
distinct persons, God is still One Being. Seventh-day Adventists do
not use this definition of the word. 

Dr. Jerry Moon, perhaps the foremost Adventist scholar on this
subject, describes the Trinity in this way: “Unlike the multiple
gods of polytheism, the three persons of the biblical Godhead are
profoundly ‘one in purpose, in mind, in character, but not in per-
son.’ Thus, despite their individuality, they are never divided,
never in conflict, and thus constitute not three gods, but one
God.”1 The quote within this statement is directly from Ellen
White—and demonstrates, parenthetically, that she is being used
to define doctrine. Moon develops his thesis that the traditional
Christian Trinity is not biblical; rather, Ellen White’s “heavenly
trio” is the correct doctrine.

Arian roots
Adventists admit that most of their founders were not trinitarian.

Dr Moon states, “From about 1846 to 1888, the majority of
Adventists rejected the concept of the Trinity”2 In 1855, J. N.
Andrews, the namesake for the university that houses the Adventist
theological seminary, wrote, “The doctrine of the Trinity… was
established in the church by the council of Nice, A. D. 325. This
doctrine destroys the personality of God, and his Son Jesus Christ
our Lord. The infamous measures by which it was forced upon the
church which appear upon the pages of ecclesiastical history might
well cause every believer in that doctrine to blush.”3 James White
plainly expressed that he did not believe that Jesus was co-eternal
with the Father: “…the old unscriptural trinitarian creed, viz., that
Jesus is the eternal God.”4 As late as the 1919 Bible Conference L. L.
Caviness stated “It (divine glory) was not something he (Jesus) had
all through eternity, but the Father had some time given to him the

glory of God. He is divine, but he is
the divine Son. I cannot explain fur-
ther than that, but I cannot believe
the so called Trinitarian doctrine of
the three persons always existing.”5

Ongoing heresy
Today, Jerry Moon endorses at least

part of the Adventist founders’ view:
“Since the traditional doctrine of the
Trinity clearly contained unscriptural
elements, they rejected it.”6

Because of these early Arian views
and because of Ellen White’s conclu-
sion that the Trinity is a “heavenly

trio” (as examined in Moon’s paper),
Adventists have concluded that the view

that Christ is “co-eternal with the Father” and “equal to the
Father” without asserting the three Persons are of the same sub-
stance is Trinitarianism. 

The most recent Adventist Hymnal, published in 1985, includes
hymns that have been re-written to remove references to the
Trinity.7 The Bible paraphrase published by the Adventist church
publishing house rewords a number of passages related to the
Trinity.8 Adventist theologians continue to proclaim the orthodox
doctrine of the Trinity as unbiblical.9

This Adventist trinity is not the Christian doctrine of the
Trinity. Instead, it redefines “Trinity” to fit the legacy of its
founders and Ellen White’s pronouncement. 

The Adventist church cannot honestly refer to itself as
Trinitarian. †

1 Moon, Jerry, “The Quest for a Biblical Trinity: Ellen White’s “Heavenly Trio”
Compared to the Traditional Doctrine”
www.atsjats.org/publication_file.php?pub_id=241&journal=1&type=pdf

2 The Adventist Trinity Debate (2003) Andrews University Seminary Studies, Vol. 41,
No 1, 113-129.

3 March 6, 1855, Review & Herald, vol. 6, no. 24, page 185.
4 The Day-Star, January 24, 1846, 25.
5 1919 Bible Conference and Teachers Council Minutes,

www.swordofelijah.org/english/1919BibleConference.pdf
6 Moon, ibid.
7 Tinker, Colleen and Richard; Pitcher, Stephen, “Tell Me The Old, Old Story”,
Proclamation! Jan/Feb., 2005, p. 8. www.lifeassuranceministries.org

8 Pitcher, Stephen, “Is This Word Clear?”, Proclamation! Jan/Feb., 2009, p. 6.
www.lifeassuranceministries.org

9 www.cultorchristian.com/sdaadmissions.html
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ADVENTISM’S FUNDAMENTAL BELIEF #2

TRINITY OR 
TRITHEISM?

PU
B
LI
C
 D
O
M
A
IN

Adventism   E X A M I N E D
with Rick Barker

Through a series of events in my life that I believe the Lord
arranged, I called on my parents for help to pull my life together. I
was determined to join society and live productively, but I did not
turn from my life of sin. 

Some years later through the working of the Holy Spirit, I
began to be aware that while my life was staying together exter-
nally, I was miserable—and everything in which I was involved
would at best only distract me temporarily. I began to pray. This
was a strange experience for me. Because of my past assumption
that I was abandoning myself to serving Satan, I would pray that
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob would hear my prayer,
because I needed to be clear with all listening that I was commu-
nicating with God. 

Still believing that the true church was the Adventist religion,
that is where I returned. After a few years I had settled in and was
finding my place in the church and was even ordained as an elder,
but I still knew that I was not going to be saved. I knew that the
life of a productive church-going citizen was better than where I
had been, but I had not found anything of eternal value.

The road to freedom
Then, as I started to look at things from a perspective of allow-

ing myself to believe that the Adventist religion may have gotten
some things wrong, everything began to change. My heart was
being convicted by Jesus even while I was half-heartedly participat-
ing at our church. My dad had given me a set of tapes by Pastor
Chuck Missler. He gave them to me because of the engineering
bent that characterizes Missler’s presentations, and he knew I
would enjoy them. What I suspect he didn’t predict was that I
would hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and became dog-
matically convicted that Scripture is the inerrant word of God that
contains all that we need. The truth began to work in my heart,
and I began to perceive cognitively that salvation could never be
based on my merit.

Still, a couple years passed, and to my shame I thought, “Well, I
don’t believe everything Adventism teaches, but every church has
its problems and takes things too far at times.” I did not know
what I didn’t know.

But then I was given a son and was faced with the thought of
raising my boy in a religion that I did not believe, a religion that
had led me to throw so much of my life away. At that time two
books were significant for me. The first was Choosing Your Faith by
Mark Mittelberg. When I read that, it seemed that for the first
time I realized that my religion should be my choice, and a shift
took place in my thinking that opened the door for me to read the
next book, Truth Led Me Out by our beloved pastor Dale Ratzlaff.
Within a month we attended Trinity for the first time, and then
we experienced our first Former Adventist Fellowship (FAF) week-
end followed by becoming part of the FAF Friday night Bible
studies and, of course, Sunday FAF lunch.

The process of integrating into this new Christian community
seemed at times to progress more slowly for me than it did for my
wife, but as I read and heard Scripture, it did its work in my heart.
There have been layers of bad doctrine and lack of trust in my
security in Christ that the word has had to remove, but I now

know that I am saved by grace alone through faith alone in Jesus
Christ my Lord.  

Ministry
As I have shared my new faith with others, one of the common

responses from both Adventists and from Christians who disagree
with my efforts to discredit Adventist doctrine is that they believe
the differences between Adventism and Christianity are minor,
that we are all part of the same family serving the same Jesus, and
that we are making too big a deal about minor issues.

Such assessments are not the case. 
The true Adventist doctrine puts me back under the old

covenant and under the law of death according to Galatians. 
Adventism declares that I am not saved until the end of the

investigative judgment; the implicit meaning of this doctrine is that
when Jesus said, “It is finished,” it wasn’t.

It makes Satan the scapegoat and therefore the one who will
ultimately bear my sins and their punishment instead of my Lord
Jesus on the cross.

It makes me essentially a body rather than a spirit with a body,
and it puts me in the grave at death rather than with the Lord.

It once gave me peace in my sin because it taught me that hell
wouldn’t be “that bad”. I now rejoice in Christ’s mercy that has
rescued me from eternal punishment and separation from God.

Moreover, to put it mildly, Adventist doctrine modifies the Jesus
of the Bible.

These non-orthodox doctrinal errors all have their origin in or
are supported by the writings of Ellen G. White, and because fun-
damental Adventists, as were my parents, venerate her writings on
a level with Scripture, the religion must be labeled as a cult.

Is Christianity inclusive enough for this religion? 
In Matthew 7:13-14  Jesus said, “Enter by the narrow gate. For

the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and
those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way
is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.”

If we are in positions of teaching our children truth or of
defending our church family against the proselytizing evangelistic
efforts of Adventists, we have a God-given responsibility not to
withhold what we know but must contend for the faith and the
true gospel of Jesus. It’s a matter of eternal life and death. †
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T he creaky, colorful
wagon rattled
along in the ruts

cut by countless other
wagons that had already
creaked across the prairie. The weary horse picked up its pace as
the clapboard town grew on the horizon, and the driver straight-
ened his lapels, smoothed his hair, and donned his silk top hat with
the brilliant red feather tucked in the band. Sharp eyes spotted the
wagon’s approach, and long before horse and man had reached the

town’s only street, children were streaming out of the school house
to greet the visitor and skip beside the wagon. 

It had been a long year in Deadwood, a town without much in
the way of entertainment, but finally the Medicine Show was back
with its patented miracle elixir! Some called the miracle medicine
“snake oil”, but that hardly mattered. During the next week the
town would gather to see the spectacle as the medicine man sold
his wares and entertained the crowd with music, stories, and magic
tricks. The Medicine Show was the highlight of the year. 

When I was a boy, the Revelation seminars held in the Seventh-
day Adventist church in which I grew up were something of an
annual highlight. Growing up in a small church in small-town
Iowa, I found very little that could be described as “exciting”. The
Revelation seminars, however, were events I could count on to tit-
illate and even thrill. The traveling evangelists would come to
town with their Kodak slide carousels, set up their portable projec-
tion screens, and proceed to mesmerize us. In some ways, those
events were much like the 19th century traveling “doctors”
described above. The traveling medicine shows were, if nothing
else, high entertainment in an otherwise mundane existence, and
so were the Revelation seminars of my youth.

Thrill of fear
Perhaps this is the place to admit a personal weakness. I’ve

always found that fear produces a delicious, even addictive thrill. I
guess that’s why I have an affinity for scary movies, even bad ones.
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 proclaims His unbreakable laws, but oh, how we need words of
grace and truth (Jn. 1:17). When we seek Him, He will speak to us
and show His greatest act of grace in the gospel. 

When Jesus was teaching a very hostile crowd ready to stone
Him (Jn. 10:37,38), He knew that His words were not enough for
some of the listeners. In His mercy, He pointed them to the works
He was doing which testified that He was one with the Father. He
told His disciples,

Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or
else believe on account of the works themselves (Jn. 14:11).

Piper and Spurgeon comment
Jesus is saying here, “If my verbal testimony is leaving doubts in

your mind about who I am, look at my works. Let the works join with
my words and lead you to faith.” (John Piper, www.desiringgod.org/
resource-library/sermons/doing-the-works-of-jesus-and-greater-works). 

Those stars are also the works of Jesus Christ, just as His mira-
cles were 2000 years ago when He was on earth. His sparkling
works testify of Him and of our vast need for Him. Without Him,
the stars speak of laws that only beat us down. Their message tells
of terror and death. With His testimony, however, they are lesser
lights to rule our nights as faithful beacons of hope. Let us hear
their silent words beckoning us to the bloody cross of Christ to
find His grace. His gospel is for the losers in nature’s lottery, for
the condemned, the broken, and the defective—for each of us.
Those that are whole have no need of a Physician, but we who
have been condemned must bow before the divine nature and
eternal power of Jesus Christ the Creator.

Spurgeon understood very well how the awesome beauty of
nature can lead us to seek mercy:

Science has a foundation, and so has religion; let them unite
their foundations, and the basis will be broader, and they will be
two compartments of one great fabric reared to the glory of God.
Let the one be the outer and the other the inner court. In the one,
let all look, and admire and adore; and in the other, let those who
have faith kneel, and pray, and praise. Let the one be the sanctuary
where human learning may present its richest incense as an offering
to God, and the other the holiest of all, separated from it by a veil
now rent in twain, and in which, on a blood-sprinkled mercy-seat,
we pour out the love of a reconciled heart, and hear the oracles of
the living God (CH Spurgeon, www.bible.cc/psalms/19-1.htm). †
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The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handi-

work. Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. There

is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard. Their voice goes out

through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. Ps. 19:1-4

Meanwhile in an alternate universe: "Mommy, why do we keep watching
this stuff?  We already KNOW that Jesus never fails!" (by Martin Carey)

Adventist Revelation seminars are known for their sensational
advertising art featuring lurid beasts and prophetic symbols
derived from Ellen White's Great Controversy and from current
events. This year seminar flyers have featured the ancient Mayan
calendar that ended with the year 2012. This year is also signifi-
cant because the Adventists have designated 2012 as the year dur-
ing which they plan to distribute 162,000,000 copies of The Great
Controversy worldwide. The book has been translated into all the
major languages of the world, and some of the versions have been
retitled and condensed, but it is still Ellen White's pivotal book
that shapes Adventist eschatology and biblical interpretation. We
offer Chris Lee's article in order to shed light on the persistent
and consistent content and nature of Adventist evangelism.
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I like being scared, and the Revelation seminars really scared me.
They always had so many good horror elements; I could count on
scary fantastical beasts, an apocalyptic storyline, villainous Sunday-
keepers bent on imprisoning and killing Sabbath-keepers, and
Satanic conspiracies. The slide show pictures were gripping, the
rhetoric urgent and inflammatory, and the carefully arranged Bible
verses ominous. Unlike a silly horror movie, however, this stuff
convinced me. I bought it all, just like the small town denizens
bought the snake oil. 

Basically, the progression of the meetings I went to in the 70s
and 80s went like this: the first night was usually spent examining
various “signs of the end” in the Bible, then tying those signs to
(then) current events. The speaker’s conclusion would always be
that we were at the very end of earth’s history. The next night
focussed on Nebuchadnezzar's dream of a statue foretelling the
progression of world history, again ending with the conclusion that
we were living at the very end of time. From Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream the speaker would move on to demonstrate that the major
issue of the end times would be one of true worship after which he
would introduce the unique Adventist view of the three angels in
Revelation 14 which embraced an 1844 investigative judgment to
determine who the true worshipers were. The evangelist would
follow this revelation with a call for people to come out of their
religious traditions before it was too late. 

The next sessions were usually devoted to establishing the cen-
trality of the Ten Commandments to the true worship of God, and
then the evangelist’s focus would shift to identifying the seventh-

day Sabbath as the primary end-time test that would reveal who the
true worshipers of God really were. Having identified true worship,
the speaker would then introduce a scary end-time scenario involv-
ing Catholic-led “Sunday-keepers” persecuting God’s true remnant
people: “Sabbath-keepers”. In this scenario, keeping the Sabbath
could result in imprisonment or death. Despite that frightening
future, however, those in attendance were exhorted to come over to
God’s side before it would be forever too late, and they would
receive the Mark of the Beast through “Sunday-keeping”. 

Scary stuff. One had the choice of being on God’s side and
being put to death, or of being on Satan’s and the Pope’s side and
being eternally lost—all determined by the day on which one
chose to worship. 

Revelation Today
Since leaving Adventism I’ve had a few opportunities to discuss

my childhood memories of Revelation seminars with current
members of the Adventist organization. They have uniformly told
me some variant of, “The church doesn’t teach that anymore” or
“You probably just grew up in one of those little conservative
churches that overdid it, but that’s not normal”. I’ve wondered
many times if those who insist this stuff isn’t taught anymore are
being entirely honest with me. I now live in what many consider to
be a bastion of more progressive Adventism, and yet I still receive
fliers for Revelation seminars nearly every year. While several of
the seminar series have been held at some of the smaller Adventist
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scared me. They always had so many good horror

elements; I could count on scary fantastical beasts, an

apocalyptic storyline, villainous Sunday-keepers bent

on imprisoning and killing Sabbath-keepers, and

Satanic conspiracies.What does it mean for the heavens to declare the glory
of God? Even with only a vague idea of what God’s
glory is, we sense His greatness under a star-filled sky.

In the Bible, both David and Paul direct us to look to the skies and
learn of Him. There is something deep and fundamental about
God’s glory that the stars teach us, but how can we hear their mes-
sage? Specifically, what attributes of God’s glory do they declare? 

For what can be known about God is plain to them, because
God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever
since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made.
So they are without excuse (Rom. 1:19, 20).

From the texts above we see that God’s glory contains the fol-
lowing attributes: 

His Eternal Power
The stars tell us of vast distances, sizes, and energies that have

existed for a long time. Stars have immense power and longevity,
and they are constantly forming. Comprehending a star is chal-
lenging in itself, but when we begin to understand the immensity
of a single galaxy, we gain a tiny peek into eternity. In spite of what
we can observe, however, most of the stuff of the universe is made
of unknown material which is expanding at an accelerating rate,
and we don’t know why. 

His Divine Nature
God is just. The stars show us that His universe operates by

laws. These laws operate everywhere—at enormous distances, and
inside ourselves. In fact, the deeper we look, the more we see that
the universe has one origin. His laws rule it all. Natural law tells us
that He is just in everything He has made, and He will be just in
dealing with us.

God is faithful. He watches over His creation, for “He upholds
the universe by the word of His power” (Heb. 1:3). He loves to
make all heavenly bodies stay in their orbits. He is like an exuber-
ant little child with His supernova fireworks, making the worlds
orbit their stars again and again. Because of His joyful faithfulness,
we can practice good science because we can take for granted the
predictability of God’s natural laws sustained by His constancy.
Not only can we depend on His faithfulness to uphold the uni-

verse, but those who trust Him find that the joy of the Lord is
their strength, upholding them through life’s storms and shoals.

God is infinitely wise. Most of the universe is extremely hos-
tile to life. In contrast, our earth was created in a habitable zone
that supports liquid water and is friendly to life. This bio-friendly
environment is controlled even by the type of star we orbit and by
our optimum position in our galaxy. Many factors must be right
for earth to be habitable, and these reveal the wisdom of our
Creator. Only His wisdom could create life in a hostile place and
there make a beautiful home like ours. 

On the other hand, the impersonal brutality of nature con-
stantly reminds us that we need to hang our hopes on something
much greater than natural law. Natural laws without God are not
our friends, for the universe is a place of decay, predation, and
death. The doctrine of karma believes that nature will ultimately
give us what we deserve, and karma thus makes “everything
good.” If karma, however, rules nature and us, even though it may
seem just, in reality it offers no hope but condemns us all to a
meaningless death. The cruel justice of nature eventually grinds
us all down into powder.

Since creation reveals all this knowledge of God’s power and
divine nature to us, we have no excuse (Rom. 1:20). Nature points
away from itself to its true End, and if we are listening, we will find
that we desperately need something that is above all nature, some-
thing that is good and will finally overpower all else. We realize we
don’t need karma; we need grace. But there’s good news; some-
thing greater is already here! Are we listening?

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of
Christ. But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have, for “Their
voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of
the world.” Rom. 10:16

Paul here is quoting Psalm 19, yet he is writing about the gospel.
How can he say that the word has gone out? What has been heard?
The word from the stars is about God’s great justice, faithfulness,
and wisdom, and when we are able to listen to them, we feel our
painfully intense need for Him. When we pay attention to the
heavens, we’ll want to hear from Him personally and to know His
grace. All the works of God have this end: to point us to Him so
that we will seek His grace. We need the “testimony” of the Lord
to convert our souls and rejoice our hearts (Ps. 19:7,8). Nature

stars
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Papyrus, dating about 1200 years before Christ, describes a chaotic
period in Egyptian history in which slaves were rebelling against
their masters, the Nile River turned to blood, and famine and
death ravaged the land. Archaeological work in Israel has con-
firmed that various cities there including Jericho, were destroyed
by conquerors. The main difficulty that scholars have had correlat-
ing such information with the Old Testament has been matching
biblical chronology with the archaeological timeline. If this prob-
lem is solved—and various proposals for doing so are on the
table—we could be looking at spectacular confirmation of the Old
Testament’s most important historical events.

The Gospels as historical sources
Skeptics in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries dismissed the

Gospels as fables, legends, or myths, and for much of that period
biblical scholarship seemed to pose little threat to such views. As
recently as the 1970s most New Testament scholars confidently
asserted that the Gospels were not “biographies” and therefore
were not meant by their authors to be read as sources of historical
information about what Jesus actually taught and did. By this rea-
soning, it seemed difficult to defend the Gospels’ claims that Jesus
had performed miracles or risen from the dead. 

Although the skeptics have not caught up, the picture now looks
very different in Gospel scholarship. Several studies, most notably
one by British scholar Richard Burridge, have shown that the
Gospels are biographies, although written according to the stan-
dards or genre of ancient Greco-Roman biographies, not modern
Western biographies. So, for example, the fact that the Gospels
focus almost entirely on the last few years of Jesus’ life is consistent
with Greco-Roman biographies, which are often similarly “lop-
sided” in their emphasis on one period of their subjects’ lives.

The “quest for the historical Jesus” has also taken a more posi-
tive turn in the past thirty years or so as scholars have begun to
integrate their studies of the Gospels into a richer understanding
of first-century Galilee and Judea. Something close to a consensus
has emerged on a number of issues about Jesus, even among schol-
ars who do not view the Gospels as inspired. Doubts about the his-
torical existence of Jesus have been relegated to the fringes of
pseudo-scholarship. There is now no credible doubt that Jesus was
a Jewish man from Galilee, that He was baptized by John the
Baptist in the Jordan River, that Jesus had an itinerant ministry
throughout the area accompanied by a group of close followers,
and that he was widely reputed at least to have performed miracles
of exorcisms and healings. Historians do not deny that Jesus was
arrested during Passover time, that Jewish and Roman authorities
were both involved, and that Jesus died by crucifixion on the order
of the Roman governor Pontius Pilate. Most historians even
acknowledge that Jesus’ body was buried in a tomb and that soon

after His death, his followers had experiences they sincerely under-
stood to be appearances of the risen Jesus, alive from the dead.

The miracles and resurrection of Jesus
Of course, the central issue of biblical reliability is whether

Jesus Christ is the supernatural, risen Son of God, as the Gospels
and the rest of the New Testament proclaim. If He is, then
Christianity is true, and the Bible’s most important and astounding
claim is true. On the other hand, if Jesus did not rise from the
dead, or if we simply have no reason to think that He did, then a
giant question mark hangs over the Bible and the Christian faith.

Once again, the evidence has never looked better. For most of
the past two centuries, skeptics and humanists could get away with
dismissing the miracles of Jesus on the grounds that such things
simply don’t happen. Such dismissiveness seemed reasonable to
philosophers such as David Hume and Immanuel Kant, in whose
Western European early modern culture the reality of miracles
was mostly a matter of belief regarding miracles of the past.
However, as Christianity has become a global religion and in par-
ticular has grown exponentially outside of Europe, and as histori-
ans and anthropologists have studied miracles in Christian history
worldwide, it has become apparent that miracles like those per-
formed by Jesus are not mere curiosities of the past. Craig
Keener’s massive two-volume study of miracles published in 2012
documents literally thousands of miracle reports throughout histo-
ry and on every continent. 

In the light of this evidence, historians should take a fresh look
at the evidence for Jesus’ resurrection. Once one gets past preju-
dices against miracles in general, the evidence for the resurrection
becomes compelling. That Jesus was crucified is historically as cer-
tain as anything can be from that era. That Jesus’ followers were
convinced a few days later that He had risen from the grave is a
hard fact acknowledged by the vast majority of scholars. A year or
so later, a Pharisee named Saul (Paul) who opposed the Christian
movement himself testified that Jesus had appeared to him and
appointed him to preach the Christian message to Gentiles—peo-
ple that Paul had regarded as unclean. The best explanation for
these facts is that Jesus did, indeed, rise from the dead.

The evidence for the reliability of the Bible has never been
greater. We have surprising evidence that God exists, that He inter-
vened in history to reveal Himself to the Jews, and that Jesus Christ
died on the cross and rose from the grave, vindicating Himself as
the Son of God and confirming the
truth of the biblical message. †

This article has been reprinted with permission from
the May, 2012, issue of IRR, the newsletter for the
Institute for Religious Research in Grand Rapids,
MI. You may visit IRR online at www.irr.org.

churches in town, at least some of these have been held at the
large, local, ostensibly progressive college church. 

I figured there was only one way to test the claim that
Adventism either doesn’t teach this cultic material anymore, or
that I just experienced an extreme and unrepresentative form of
the teaching. I decided to sit in on the 2012 Revelation Today
seminars being beamed out to Adventist host sites around the
world. The seminars were being presented by a prominent
Adventist evangelistic ministry called It is Written. The presen-
ter was an Adventist pastor, the international director of It is
Written, John Bradshaw. I went to the Revelation Today website
and searched for a host location. There were three host sites and
five television stations in my vicinity showing the seminars,
including the Adventist cable station, Three Angels Broadcasting
Network (3ABN). 

In order to better be able to take notes, I opted to view the
seminars online where I had the option to pause and back up the
video stream. Below is a summary of my notes from 22 nights of
the Revelation Today seminars. For brevity, I have not covered
every topic covered in the seminars but have attempted to cover
the major points. Readers are encouraged to decide for themselves
if the Revelation seminars of today are anything like the
Revelation seminars of yesteryear—or, for that matter, anything
like the traveling medicine shows of the Victorian era. 

New facade, old content
I am first struck by how far the Revelation seminars have come

technologically. Gone are the carousel projectors and retractable
screens. They have been replaced by huge projection screens on a
stage at the Cashman Center in Las Vegas, Nevada. The screens
display the highest quality professional graphics. Among the
graphics displayed are easy-to-understand statistical charts and
real-time Twitter poll data from the world wide audience.
Audiences all over the globe are not only viewing live via satellite
and internet but also are interacting directly with the speaker as he
requests their input. Revelation Today is well named. It is truly a
Revelation seminar for the 21st century. Despite this high-tech
gloss, however, the content harkens back to an earlier time. 

On the first night Pastor Bradshaw begins by implying that
Christians either think they can’t understand Revelation or they
interpret it poorly. He demonstrates his point by referencing
Harold Camping’s failed end-of-the-world prophecies of May 21,
2011, and October, 2011. He also makes reference to other failed
end-time prophecies elsewhere, but he oddly fails to mention that
Adventism was founded on just such a failed prophecy predicting
the return of Christ on October 22, 1844. Despite beating up on
these failed predictions, he then spends most of the rest of the ses-
sion using the Bible to prove that we are living in the very last days
of earth’s history. To be fair, Bradshaw stresses that he isn’t setting
a specific date, but he is quite emphatic that the end is near. He
bolsters his claims with stories and statistics of wars, famines, pesti-
lences, earthquakes, hunger, disease epidemics, droughts, floods,
violence, leaps in technology, and false Christs. Bradshaw even
names David Koresh as a false Christ, but he fails to note that
Koresh and many of his followers had Adventist backgrounds and,
as an Adventist offshoot, Koresh’s clan shared some of Adventism’s
apocalyptic themes and prophecies.

The second night deals with what Bradshaw refers to as “The
Master Key to Bible Prophecy”. Evidently the master key is
Nebuchadnezzar's dream of a statue in Daniel 2, although it takes
Bradshaw 23 minutes of build-up before he finally reveals this
much-hyped “key”. The primary purpose of this session is to rein-
force his earlier assertion that we are living in the last days of earth’s
history. In making this point Bradshaw labors through 78 minutes
of fluffy filler ranging over such odd topics as tarot cards, psychics,
mediums, and the power of prayer. While he spends quite a bit of
time spinning an elaborately embellished story around
Nebuchadnezzar's dream, there is only the most cursory covering
of the actual 45 verses that make up this passage in the Bible.

At the next session our speaker urges us to attend every single day
because every presentation builds on the previous one. According to
Bradshaw the presentations are like building a beautiful house.
While I somewhat agree, I would say the presentations are more like
building a house of cards. They look good when assembled, but
when you pull out one single card, the whole structure collapses.
This collapse is because his teachings have no real biblical founda-
tion. Instead, Bradshaw employes flourishes that make his assertions
appear as if they might have a biblical basis, but that apparent foun-
dation doesn’t hold up to careful contextual scrutiny.

So how does Bradshaw pull off the illusion of presenting bibli-
cal material? This next session is an excellent illustration of a tactic
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the historical Jesus can be learned from the Gnostic gospels. 
If anything, the study of these apocryphal writings vindicates

the judgment of the early church in setting them aside as inferior
to the canonical Gospels. As long as we were lacking most of these
alternative scriptures, it seemed reasonable to wonder if we were
missing something that belonged in the Bible. Now that we have a
lot of those “missing” books, we can see that we had the best and
most reliable books in the Bible all along.

Creation, science, and the Bible
If we take our cue from the media, it must seem as though

modern science has thoroughly discredited the Bible, especially its
account of creation in the opening chapters of Genesis. Ever since
the Scopes trial in 1925, when Tennessee’s law prohibiting the
teaching of Darwinism was tested in the courtroom, the issue has
been framed as a conflict between educated scientists and ignorant
fundamentalists, between science and the Bible. Yet this is grossly
unfair to the Bible. Ironically, most of the controversial questions
endlessly debated in this conflict, such as the age of the earth, are
not directly addressed in the Bible. (What the Bible says may have
some implications for such questions, but answering them does not
seem to be part of the biblical agenda). Meanwhile, the basic
worldview that Genesis (along with the rest of the Bible) teaches
has actually been corroborated by advances in science, especially in
the twentieth century. 

In the nineteenth century, many scientists held out the possibili-
ty that the universe was eternal, meaning that it had simply always
existed—and therefore did not need to be created. Those who
were looking for an atheistic view of the universe thought that sci-
ence was on their side. The bigger the telescopes got, the bigger
the universe appeared. It was natural to guess that the universe
simply went on in all directions forever, that it was infinitely large
as well as infinitely old, so that the universe was literally everything
and had no Creator.

This rosy atheistic picture of the universe was shattered by dis-
coveries in astronomy in the twentieth century. Albert Einstein’s
relativity theories contained mathematical implications that the
universe had not always existed—implications that Einstein himself
tried to find ways of avoiding. But then astronomers made obser-
vations that confirmed the math. They found that the universe is
expanding in all directions, like a balloon inflating, implying that
the universe had originated at a single point some finite time ago.
This new theory, called the Big Bang, predicted that there would
be an extremely faint background radiation left over from the ini-
tial creation event—a radiation that two astronomers accidentally
discovered in 1965 when cleaning their telescope. In addition to
this evidence that the universe had a beginning, scientists discov-
ered that the universe appears to be “fine-tuned” to function as a
stable environment in which interesting things like planets, plants,
and people can all exist. Many scientists grudgingly admitted that
the evidence implies some sort of Creator, even if they continued
to search for loopholes in that evidence.

Advances in biology have also brought surprising evidence for
the biblical worldview in which God is the Creator of life. The
assumption of modern biology until about the mid-twentieth cen-

tury was that life could have originated naturalistically from very
simple, very small “building blocks”. That paradigm changed
when scientists discovered the incredible complexity of the cell and
of its components. Rather than simple building blocks, cells turn
out to be something more akin to miniature cities, involving com-
plex mechanisms for taking in nutrients, expelling waste, and per-
forming various other internal functions. The molecules of which
living things are composed are incredibly complex, information-
rich systems. In these and other ways, life now appears more clear-
ly than ever before to have been designed.

These scientific advances, then, actually confirm the biblical
worldview taught in Genesis: that the universe was created by a
transcendent Creator (God); that the world has not always existed;
and that life on earth was designed and made by God. The details
of when and how God did these things remain controversial, but
the evidence definitely supports belief in the kind of God
described by the Bible.

Archaeology, history, and the Bible
In some circles it is still popular to think that archaeology can

prove (or disprove) the Bible. That’s really asking too much from a
discipline that gets much of its information from the trash and the
tomb. Broken pottery, graffiti on walls, inscriptions on coffins, fig-
urines or deities, partially preserved pieces of paper—these are the
stock in trade of the archaeologist. Besides locating ancient manu-
scripts of the Bible, archaeology has done two things very well.

First, archaeology has illuminated our knowledge of the ancient
world in which the biblical writings originated. In doing so it has
refined or corrected our understanding of what the Bible means
when it refers to people, places, objects, events, or cultural prac-
tices that are foreign to us.

Second, archaeology has confirmed or corroborated many spe-
cific details of the Bible. Archaeologists have located towns and vil-
lages mentioned in the Bible but which are otherwise unknown
today. They have found political and military inscriptions referring
to various rulers and other major figures in the biblical world, such
as the famous House of David inscription, the Pontius Pilate
inscription, and the ossuary (burial box) of Caiaphas, the high
priest who called for Jesus’ execution. In some instances they have
found evidence confirming specific events, such as the obelisk from
the time of the Israelite king Jehu depicting him paying tribute to
Shalmaneser, or the bronze and iron arrowheads at the base of an
ancient tower of Jerusalem left behind in the battle between the
Babylonians and the Jews in 586 BC. 

The most controversial issue in biblical archaeology is the series
of events known as the Exodus and the Conquest—the escape of
the Israelites from Egypt and their conquest under Joshua of the
cities of the Canaanites. If these events happened, they did so well
over three thousand years ago, making the task of confirming
them through archaeology somewhat daunting. The farther back
in time one goes, the sparser the evidence and the more difficult it
is to interpret the evidence and correlate it chronologically with
other information. Given these limitations, it is somewhat surpris-
ing to learn that there is evidence outside the Bible that gives at
least some support for the Exodus and Conquest. The Ipuwer

Summer | 2012 | Proclamation! | 9

he employs in nearly every other session. First, the series host,
Yves Monnier, sets up the illusion by earnestly stating that every-
thing presented will be “straight from the Bible”. After a song
Bradshaw picks up his Bible, holding it before the crowd like an
illusionist showing the inside of his black silk hat just before he
reveals a rabbit and says, “It’s important for us to get into the
Bible,” puts it back down, and then goes on to conduct a very lead-
ing poll of the audience taken via Twitter. He again picks up his
Bible, brandishing it at the audience, and proceeds to tell a story
about the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. By my count, he fol-
lows this pattern over 19 times, never once reading from the Bible,
although he frequently glances into his Bible, evidently for notes
about his next story or illustration. Adding to the illusion, a large
close up picture of a Bible is projected onto one of the two large
screens behind him. 

Finally, 27 minutes into the presentation, Bradshaw finally reads
a text, but his Bible is little more than a prop. While Bradshaw
quotes a bit of Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 in reference to Lucifer,
what follows is the story of Lucifer’s fall and the fall of Adam and
Eve as told by Adventist prophetess Ellen G. White. He presents a
multitude of White’s details not found in the Bible, such as Lucifer
accusing God of being unfair, the “Great Controversy” motif set-
ting up a struggle for preeminence between Lucifer and Michael
(who is Jesus in Adventist theology), and Adam and Eve wearing
robes of light. With the exception of the heretical Great
Controversy theme, the rest of the non-biblical details may seem
harmless, but the bottom line is that Bradshaw’s claim that every-
thing he teaches comes straight out of the Bible is at best a magi-
cian’s sleight-of-hand and at worst an outright lie. 

The audience has had the Bible waved in its direction repeated-
ly, has seen the Bible projected on large screens, and has observed
Bradshaw glancing at the pages. They go away believing they have
heard something from Scripture when in reality Bradshaw has
shown them just about everything but Scripture. It’s an entertain-
ing and well-done trick, but it is only an illusion. The medicine
men of yesteryear would be proud.

Nothing much comes out of this presentation other than
Bradshaw asserting, “The Bible says, down here in the end of time,
worship will be the issue, and Satan will receive the worship of the
world.” He then sets up future sessions by explaining that the
dragon of Revelation is Satan, and he will give the beast his power
so he can receive worship through the beast. Bradshaw declines to
reveal the beast now, but promises to do so later in the seminar.
This is sounding familiar.

Gospel of three angels
At the next meeting, Bradshaw discusses worshiping the beast

versus worshiping the Creator. This contrast is billed as the pri-
mary theme of Revelation. He talks about overcoming sin in our
lives and says that those who are saved in the end will have God’s
name “written on their foreheads”. Bradshaw further says that
God’s name represents his character and that sin is the barrier to
our characters being transformed. This declaration sets the stage
for a scary discussion of a judgment of believers’ works in a subse-
quent message.

In a 98 minute marathon of myth, Bradshaw uses Revelation
14:6 as a launching pad to present the Adventist gospel. Bradshaw
believes that the “last gospel message” that will go to the world in
the end times is what Adventists refer to as “The Three Angels’
Messages”. Bradshaw states he is stunned that this “gospel” isn’t
preached from every pulpit around the world. This “last gospel”,
according to Bradshaw, is referenced in Revelation 14 but
explained in Daniel 7.

Bradshaw then sets about making a convoluted case for the
founding doctrine of Adventism, the Investigative Judgment. He
launches into a bewildering demonstration of random mathematics
and proof texting gone awry to demonstrate that Jesus started
judging the work of believers in the year 1844. This investigative
judgment of works will determine which believers are “ready for
Heaven” according to Bradshaw. According to this pillar of
Adventist theology, Jesus could finish His work of judging believ-
ers’ works at any time and return to earth, so there is much focus
on being ready and being able to pass the judgment. Bradshaw
believes this  judgment of believers’ works to determine their eter-
nal destiny is revealed in Daniel and proclaimed to the world in
Revelation 14, but it doesn’t appear to phase him that the judg-
ment referenced in Revelation 14 refers to the judgment of the
wicked, not of believers. There is much discussion of the impor-
tance of keeping the Decalogue and of “being ready”, leaving one
with the impression that keeping the Ten Commandments perfect-
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ly is the way to pass the investigative judgment.
During a subsequent meeting, Bradshaw effectively removes all

doubt regarding the central role that keeping the Decalogue plays
in Adventist eschatology. Returning to Revelation 14 he points out
that the saints are those who keep God’s commandments. In mak-
ing this point, he inserts the word “ten” where it doesn’t exist and
ties the keeping of the Ten Commandments to “the everlasting
gospel”. Before launching into a discourse on each of the Ten
Commandments Bradshaw states, “Down in the last days there is a
people keeping the commandments of God”, but he does not yet
reveal just who these people are. Again tying the Decalogue to a
supposed judgment of God on believers’ works, Bradshaw goes to
the book of James and insists that when James talks about “the
perfect law of liberty” he is saying that believers will be judged
according to the Decalogue. This assertion is despite the context
of James’ actual message which teaches that mercy triumphs over
judgment (Jas. 2:1-13).

Perhaps most concerning is Bradshaw’s twisting of the doctrines
of salvation and justification before a holy God. In contrast to the
biblical teaching that we are able to stand before a holy God
because Jesus’ righteousness is substituted for our own and is cred-
ited to our account as if it were ours, Bradshaw teaches that our
only hope of being able to stand before a holy God is if God puts
the Ten Commandments into our hearts so that we will be able to
meet the standard of judgment in our works. He then goes on to
redefine grace as God giving us the power to keep the Law. This

non-biblical belief is what Bradshaw defines as “The New
Covenant Experience”. 

What’s more, receiving this Adventist “grace” puts a person
under an obligation to “vindicate” the One taking a chance on
him. A person vindicates God by making the most of this
imparted power to obey the law. To illustrate his point,
Bradshaw tells a story of a policeman giving him a warning
instead of a ticket, after which he felt the need to drive slowly in
order to demonstrate that the policeman was justified in letting
him off the hook. Essentially he is teaching that God chose to
let us off the hook for our past sins, then empowers us to go for-
ward in obedience to the Ten Commandments in order to vindi-
cate God’s decision to let us off the hook for our previous fail-
ures. This burden of obligation is far different from the real
gospel revealed in Scripture, that God did not simply let us off
the hook; rather, He paid our debt in full, on our behalf, and
adopted us into his family forever, bestowing absolutely unmer-
ited favor upon us and making us His heirs. There is not a hint
anywhere in Scripture that God’s character needs us to vindicate
it. Instead, Scripture emphasizes that it is God’s sovereign
choice to save us, completely apart from our works. 

Creator or the beast
Having established the false gospel of law-keeping as the

requirement for salvation, Bradshaw moves on to frame the central
issue of end time events as being “creatorship”. Basically a person’s
choices, as explained by Bradshaw, come down to two options:
worshiping the dragon (Satan) and his beast, or worshiping the
Creator. He then makes the case that the way one shows allegiance
to the Creator is by worshiping on Saturday, the seventh-day
Sabbath of the Decalogue. Bradshaw believes worship on the sev-
enth-day Sabbath is the message that will go to the whole world
before Jesus comes. Everyone, he maintains, will be compelled to
make a choice between worshiping God on Saturday or worship-
ping the beast on some other day. 

Bradshaw has the audience now. He has been building to this
point over many nights and has played upon common misunder-
standings of the law within some segments of Christianity. He
knows that many in his audience have been raised believing that
the Decalogue is the law under which Christians must live. They
have been set up their entire lives for just this moment. Bradshaw
demonstrates that the seventh-day Sabbath of the Decalogue has
always been Saturday, and the Bible gives no authority to change
this fact. He demonstrates that Jesus kept the Sabbath, then
attempts to make a case for the apostle Paul keeping the Sabbath.
He even implies, repeatedly, that keeping a day other than the day
that God blessed after His work of creation is roughly akin to ally-
ing yourself with Darwinian evolutionists against the creatorship of
God. He pounds home that the Decalogue is not the ten sugges-
tions, but the Ten Commandments, a turn of phrase used by such
prominent evangelical preachers as Rick Warren.

This seems too easy. The audience has been preconditioned for
the hard sell. Bradshaw tells his audience that according to
Revelation, if they really love Jesus, they will keep His command-
ments, all ten of them, just as they are written. It is now clear who
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cal manuscripts is ever so slightly more, not less, than what was
originally in those books. For example, there are now about 5,800
manuscripts known to scholars, each containing various parts or
the whole of the New Testament in the original Greek language.
In all of these manuscripts not one sentence has been found that is
missing from the King James Version or other translations! In
other words, no evidence whatsoever has been found of anything
that was ever “lost” from the New Testament. As for what was
added, scholars identify some twenty or so verses that were proba-
bly added by scribes to the New Testament. Only two of the addi-
tions are longer than a sentence—the traditional ending of the
Gospel of Mark (16:9-20) and the story of the woman caught in
adultery (Jn. 7:53-8:11). When we take into consideration the fact
that there are 7,958 verses in the King James Version of the New
Testament, twenty suspect verses is a very tiny amount—about
one-quarter of one percent! It is no exaggeration to say that manu-
script studies have vindicated the New Testament as at least 99%
pure in the text that has come down to us. This conclusion is con-
firmed by the many ancient translations of the New Testament
into Latin, Syriac, Coptic, and so on, and by the many New
Testament quotations in the writings of the church fathers—from
which quotations alone one could reconstitute the entire New
Testament. What little variations there are among the manuscripts
do not significantly affect the message or doctrine of the Bible. As
several scholars have pointed out, the most common variations in
biblical manuscripts are spelling mistakes!

The canon of the Bible
The many manuscript discoveries of the past two centuries have

also brought to light a number of books that are not part of the
Bible, both Jewish writings that are not in the Old Testament and
Christian writings that are not in the New. Some critics of the
Bible argue that these newly discovered writings were “suppressed”
by the early church, suggesting that they have just as much right to
be considered Scripture as the books that “made it” into the Bible.
On this basis, critics often question the validity of the canon of
Scripture—the collection of scriptural writings in the Bible that are
accepted by Christians as authoritative in their teaching about God
and how we are to relate to God. 

By far the most famous of these non-canonical books are the
so-called Gnostic gospels, such as the Gospels of Thomas, Peter,
Mary, and Judas. The titles of these works suggest to the unin-
formed that they are just as credible as the Gospels of Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John. Such is actually far from true. Nearly all
scholars date the four New Testament Gospels to the second half
of the first century (roughly AD 50-100), within the lifetimes of
the apostles, but date the Gnostic gospels to the middle and later
parts of the second century (about 125-200). No scholar thinks
that Thomas, Peter, Mary, or Judas (!) had anything to do with the
composition or contents of the gospels that bear their names. Even
skeptical and agnostic scholars agree that the New Testament
Gospels are our most reliable sources of information about what
Jesus really said and did—and that very little if anything new about

solutely
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Bradshaw believes God’s special commandment-keeping people at
the end of time will be: those who worship on Saturday.

In a powerful appeal he tells the audience that they’re not
responsible for what they didn’t know in the past, but now that
they have “the truth”, they are responsible for the light they have
been given. He reminds them that before Jesus comes back every-
one will know about the truth of the Sabbath because worshiping
on Sabbath is the Everlasting Gospel that the Angel in Revelation
brings to the world. He pleads with the audience to honor God by
keeping the seventh-day Sabbath, playing upon their emotion and
desire to live righteously. He tells them that if Jesus loved them
enough to die for them, then surely they can love Him enough to
live for him by keeping the Sabbath. He promises it will make
them grow closer to Jesus. 

He has them now. All that is left is to ramp up the fear factor in
the remaining sessions.

Blame the Catholics
In a session entitled “History’s Greatest Religious Cover-Up”,

Bradshaw blames the Roman Catholic Church for attempting to
change the Sabbath to Sunday. Moreover, he goes on to identify
the little horn of the beast as the Papacy and the beast itself as
Catholicism in a session titled “Babylon Rising”. In “The United
States in Bible Prophecy” Bradshaw makes the case that the
United States will ally itself with the Catholic beast to persecute
Sabbath-keepers and force people to receive the mark of the
beast—which he identifies as worshiping on Sunday, the supposed
false worship instituted by the Catholics. Again Bradshaw makes
the case that the final test will all come down to worshiping the
Creator by worshiping on Saturday, or worshiping the beast by
worshiping on Sunday. Therefore, people will be marked as saved
or lost by the day on which they choose to worship.

In “The 144,000” Bradshaw claims that God’s true people “are
identified as a church” in the Bible. He claims that 144,000 is a
symbolic number representing a spiritually pure people who
haven’t been defiled by false teachings. He ties this pure group
back to those who are sealed by Sabbath-keeping and have avoided
the mark of the beast. It is clear that he believes that the 144,000
are those who embrace the key tenets of Adventism at the end of
time. In essence, God’s true people are a church, and that church is
the Seventh-day Adventist church. He appeals to the audience to
become a part of what he terms this “unique” and “elite” group.
Of course, the opportunity to be part of an “elite” group is always
appealing.

In the “The Scarlet Woman” Bradshaw pushes his attack on
Catholicism further, making an emotional appeal for his audience
to separate themselves from “Babylon the great, the mother of
harlots” (Catholicism and her children, the Protestant churches

who supposedly pay tribute to her by worshiping on Sunday). He
urges the audience to turn away from the scarlet woman
(Catholicism) by rejecting Sunday worship and embracing the
Seventh-day Sabbath.

In “The Holy Spirit and the Unpardonable Sin” Bradshaw clos-
es the deal by appealing to his audience not to commit the unpar-
donable sin by refusing to follow what they have now learned. He
appeals for people not to be lost, but to follow the light they have
been given. He makes an appeal for members of the audience to
come down front indicating they want to be baptized, or re-bap-
tized, and “Stand with a group of people who are keeping the
commandments of God.” This is the sales pitch, the pay-off after
many long nights building to this point. The implication is clear:
be baptized as a Seventh-day Adventist now, or risk grieving the
Holy Spirit and being lost. And people do go forward. The sale
has been made.

Despite the high tech veneer, this Revelation Today seminar
surely sounds a lot like the Revelation seminars of yesterday. The
delivery is updated, but the content is nearly identical. After spend-
ing so many hours immersed in Adventist evangelism, I am still
unclear about why so many of my acquaintances claim that this
stuff is no longer taught in Adventism or that my youthful experi-
ences were the exception. The seminar I sat through was produced
by one of the largest Adventist evangelistic ministries in existence,
was broadcast to Adventist host sites all over the world, and was
shown on Adventist television channels. To claim its content isn’t
representative of Adventist belief seems misinformed at best and
disingenuous at worst. I would encourage my friends who are still
in denial to visit It is Written’s Revelation Today website and view
the archived seminar for themselves. Snake oil may have gone high
tech, but at the end of the day, it’s still just snake oil.

Another good run
The wagon creaked its way out of town, the excitement over.

The townspeople had been entertained and had handed over their
money for the worthless brown bottles of snake oil. The medicine
man smiled wryly. It had been a good run, but this town was
tapped for now. No matter, there were many more towns across
the plains and many more bottles of snake oil to hawk, and
besides, he’d be back this way again next year. †

Resources on the web for further study

The following are found at: www.LifeAssuranceMinistries.org/studies
1. The Covenants by Chris Lee
2. What about the Ten Commandments?
3. Understanding the Sabbath
4. The Seal of God
5. Did the Waldenses keep the Sabbath?

N o book has had more said about it, good or bad, than
the Bible. We now live in a time when many people
passionately believe the Bible to be the word of God,

while many others strongly criticize the Bible as textually cor-
rupt, scientifically naive, historically incredible, and morally
backward. Many people who grew up accepting the Bible as
true come to question, doubt, and even reject it. Yet there has
never been more evidence in support of the reliability of the
Bible than there is today. Recent advances in science and schol-
arship have answered many of the common criticisms of the
Bible. It is unrealistic to try to prove every detail of the Bible or
to vindicate all of its statements. However, we have very good
reasons, indeed, to be confident in the Bible and to accept its
message: that the God who created us has acted to reconcile
estranged humanity to Himself through the revelations given to
Israel and especially through the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. 

The text of the Bible
One of the most common concerns people have about the

Bible is whether the actual, original words of the Bible have been
preserved. They have heard that the handwritten manuscript
copies of the books of the Bible contain numerous differences.
Perhaps they were taught that in the process of copying and re-
copying the Bible, many passages were changed and even lost. A

couple of hundred years ago, this seemed quite plausible because
very few manuscripts of the Bible existed from earlier than about
the ninth century (or about 800 years after the last books of the
Bible were written). 

In the past two centuries, however, new evidence has come to
light that, properly understood, should lay those concerns to rest.
Treasure troves of biblical manuscripts were discovered in monas-
teries throughout the Middle East and Europe, in an archaeologi-
cal site in Egypt called Oxyrhynchus (in piles of trash!), and most
famously among the Dead Sea Scrolls. The Dead Sea Scrolls are
writings used by a Jewish desert sect at Qumran that flourished in
the century before Jesus and throughout the lifetimes of Jesus and
the apostles. The surviving scrolls include every book of the Old
Testament except one (Esther) and date from about a thousand
years earlier than the oldest manuscripts known prior to their dis-
covery. The differences between the Dead Sea Scrolls and the
medieval manuscripts of the wording of the Hebrew Old
Testament text are minute. Archaeologists have found papyrus
manuscripts of the New Testament dating from the second and
third centuries, including a famous fragment of the Gospel of John
copied very early in the second century, perhaps twenty to forty
years after John was originally written. 

As more and more manuscripts have been discovered, what
scholars have found is that nothing in the Bible was lost in the
process of copying. Rather, scribes would add a word here or
there, or more rarely a sentence, so that what we have in the bibli-

abs
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T he word “gospel” by its very nature means the
announcement of an event that has already taken place
and which brings salvation to all who believe it. The

meaning of the Hebrew equivalent of “gospel”, basar, is the
announcement of the king’s victory on behalf of his people:
“Basar!” In Scripture, “gospel” never refers or points to an
incomplete or future event. To use the word “gospel” in a way
that suggests it is not an accomplished fact is to pervert the
meaning of the word itself and to twist the meaning of the
gospel in the Scriptures: 

“And we declare to you glad tidings—that promise which
was made to the fathers. God has fulfilled this for us their chil-
dren, in that He has raised up Jesus… and by Him everyone
who believes is justified from all things from which you could
not be justified by the law of Moses” (Acts 12:32,33,39).

This is the announcement of the gospel as commissioned by
Jesus and given through the apostles. 

Enter Adventism
In 1844 Seventh-day Adventism claimed center stage and

proclaimed that it preached the “true gospel”, but the Adventist
gospel displaced the apostles’ gospel. Error, though, will always
be error, and every camouflage eventually gives itself away.

The Adventist church has policies that regulate every conceiv-
able aspect of the administrative life of the church. These policies
comprise a voluminous manual called The General Conference
Working Policy. When I was an administrator and church leader in

the Adventist organization, I knew my way around this manual
fairly well. Back in those years when I was still an Adventist, I read
the following working policy, but I was totally blind to what it real-
ly said regarding the gospel. Now I realize that working policy
#075 unwittingly admits that Adventism preaches another gospel.
Adventist leaders, however, have not realized the theological impli-
cations of this statement.

I came across this policy recently on a former Adventist
website. It is part of an entire series of policies that regulates
the “Relationships with Other Christian Churches and
Religious Organizations”. You can read the entire section here:
http://adventist.org/beliefs/other-documents/other-doc5.html

Relationships with Other Christian Churches and Religious
Organizations

6. In the origin and rise of the Seventh-day Adventist peo-
ple, the burden was laid upon us to emphasize the gospel of
Christ's second coming as an imminent event, calling for the
proclamation of Biblical truths in the setting of the special mes-
sage of preparation as described in Bible prophecy, particularly
in Revelation 14:6-14.

“The gospel of Christ’s second coming”?
The second coming of Christ is certainly our “blessed hope”

(Tit. 2:13), but Scripture never refers to it as “gospel”.

unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts”
(Isa. 6:5).

Could it be that the holiness of God demanded complete jus-
tice? Could it be that the love of God for us poor, helpless, ungod-
ly sinners determined that we were not going to suffer the wrath
of God that we deserved, but instead He would take that wrath
upon Himself and we would receive the verdict of acquittal and
justification? 

As Mel Gibson tried to portray in his movie The Passion of the
Christ, on that Friday afternoon of supernatural darkness when the
life blood was dripping from our Lord’s hands, feet, and head, the
wrath of God against sin was propitiated. Our Kinsman Redeemer
who was our brother in the flesh, who was free from the bondage
of sin, who could pay the price for our redemption, chose to do it.
We sense the terrible, unspeakable agony, “My God, My God,
why have you forsaken Me?” Could it be that Christ actually
became an abomination for us so that God could justify us poor
sinners?

We have been delivered from the slavery of sin and wrath. Our
Redeemer is strong and good. He has purchased us for Himself
and has given us a lasting inheritance. He took the wrath in our
place.

He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that
we might become the righteousness of God in Him (2 Cor. 5:21).

Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so
that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things
pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people
(Heb. 2:17).

…He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours
only, but also for those of the whole world (1 Jn. 2:2).

In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins (1 Jn. 4:10).

As we contemplate sin, justification, redemption, and propitia-
tion, we get a sense of God’s infinite love. In addition, considering
the price paid for our redemption and justification, we get a new
appreciation for our value in the sight of God. Paul will develop
this idea of God’s value of us later in his letter to Romans.

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now
been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of

God through Him. For if while we were enemies we were recon-
ciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having
been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. And not only this,
but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received the reconciliation (Rom. 5:8-11) 

As we contemplate the fuller meanings of justification, redemp-
tion, and propitiation we get a life-changing, blinding glimpse into
the glory of the most holy place of God’s being. Let’s read Romans
3:25, 26 again: 

…whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood
through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because
in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously com-
mitted; for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the
present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one
who has faith in Jesus (Rom. 3:25-26).

I believe a thorough study of these verses excludes the possibili-
ty of translating “redemption” as “set free” or “deliverance” and
“propitiation” as “expiation”. Deliverance and expiation have noth-
ing to do with justice which is a centerpiece in this section.
Deliverance and expiation merely allude to the wiping out of sin
and its consequences. The gospel is much more than a Monopoly
“Get Out of Jail Free” card. It is faith in our Kinsman Redeemer
who willingly gave his life to pay the price of our redemption and
to free us from the bondages of sin and death. The gospel is more
than just God wiping out our sin; it is God Himself providing the
propitiation so that we could be reconciled to Him, and He to us
in a way that proves once and for all God’s infinite justice and love.

The gospel is not advice about how the last generation is
going to justify God by our keeping the law; rather, the gospel
proclaims a righteousness that is apart from law. It is the com-
pleted story of a finished atonement. It tells us how a just God
can legally accept sinners into his family and ultimately change
them into His likeness.

Our job is to proclaim that finished work of Calvary, knowing
that we have the promise that our Redeemer will come to take us
to the glorious home being prepared for us!6 

Romans 3:21-26 deserves to be memorized, contemplated and
accepted. When we understand this section thoroughly we may
agree with Leon Morris who said this passage “is possibly the most
important single paragraph ever written.” †
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able through his website, LifeAssuranceMinistries.com. The Ratzlaffs reside in Casa Grande, Arizona.
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1 Leon Morris, The Apostolic Preaching of the Cross, p. 41
2 Heb. 11:16.
3 Rom. 5:6-12.
4 Rom. 5:6-10.
5 Morris, ibid., p. 145.
6 “This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in

the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, 

and then the end will come” (Mat 24:14). 
“In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if
it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to
prepare a place for you. If I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again and receive you to
Myself, that where I am, there you may be also”
(Jn. 14:2,3).

anoTheR go
H A R O L D O  C A M A C H O

In the Epistle to the Galatians, the apostle Paul leaves no margin for error: there is only one gospel; there is no
other. This gospel is that Jesus died for our sins, was buried, and rose on the third day—and by faith alone in His
sacrifice for sin the sinner is justified, and by believing in Him the justified sinner is made eternally alive by the
power of His resurrection from the dead. This is the gospel.

Who’s teaching
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Why not? There are two reasons: the second coming has not
yet taken place, and it is not the event of salvation. The event
of salvation happened at the cross, when Jesus shed His blood
to justify us from all sin. The true gospel, as we saw above in
Acts 13, is the forgiveness of sins that God has already finished
in His Son. Since it is already an accomplished fact, it can be
preached as the gospel, the good news of salvation to everyone
who believes.

To call the second coming of Christ a “gospel” is to misrep-
resent the Scriptures and to tread under foot the blood of
Christ, because it is only in His blood that we have remission of
sins.

Further, in policy #075, the so-called gospel of the second
coming requires the “setting of the special message of prepara-
tion as described in Bible prophecy”. In Adventist doctrine, this
“message of preparation” actually means its “peculiar doc-
trines”, its “distinctives”: the Sabbath, the law of God, the 2300
days, the state of the dead, the gift of prophecy in Ellen G.
White, the health message, the investigative judgment, and oth-
ers. The Adventist’s “special message” betrays a premeditated
intentionality, brewed in a mind other than human, to redirect
the eyes of men and women away from the cross and thus to
exclude them from saving grace. Adventism has invented its
own gospel, which, although it is bolstered with a multitude of
Bible texts and preached with great pomp and circumstance in
its evangelistic campaigns, is still another gospel.

We would rather think that a “false gospel” would be
preached under the guise of strange-sounding doctrine. Instead,
the father of lies has gone about re-packaging Christians’ cher-
ished hope, the second coming, and sold it as  “the gospel of
Christ’s second coming” shored up by several unique “Adventist
distinctives” which have the wrappings of Biblical doctrine but
lack the substance of the remission of sins.

Adventist gospel lacks justification by faith alone
The Adventist organization has never included in its list of

“distinctive truths” the doctrines of justification by faith alone,
the cross, nor the atonement. Instead, they call the message of

the cross an “emphasis” preached by “Sunday churches”, but in
their evangelism and internal teaching Adventists finally dismiss
these churches as “apostate Protestantism”, the “image of the
beast”, the “false prophet”, or “Babylon” because they do not
keep the seventh-day Sabbath. 

For official Adventism, where, then, is the message of the
cross? It is eclipsed because it is not their “emphasis”. For
Adventists, salvation does not center on the cross but on the
Ten Commandments. Keeping the Sabbath is the mark of those
who are saved. Other Protestants who may preach the cross are
quickly branded as illegitimate because they worship on
Sunday. The cross of Christ is effectively abolished. Sabbath,
not Christ, is the last-day message.

While I was an Adventist conference secretary (and begin-
ning to understand the gospel) I asked the Union president at a
Union-wide workers’ retreat, “If we really want to be a peculiar
people and have a special message, why don’t we preach the
cross and ‘out-grace’ the evangelicals with the message of
Christ and Him crucified?” 

I remember the quizzical look he gave me, perhaps question-
ing my Adventist loyalty, and his candid reply: “Well, we’ll let
the evangelicals do that. We have a special message to give for
these last days.” Then he immediately went back to another
conversation he was holding with another worker about how to
deal with local churches on their church-school subsidy default!

So Adventists will keep their “gospel of Christ’s second com-
ing”. What astute trickery to draw sinners’ eyes away and far
from the cross.

Proclaim His death
Jesus did not ask us to proclaim the second coming until He

returns. Rather, it is His death which we are to proclaim until He
comes, and we remember it by means of the sacrament of His
broken body for our sins. 1 Corinthians 11:25-26 instructs us,

In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death
until he comes.

It is by means of the new and better covenant that He has
already inaugurated that we are saved by faith alone. We are
not saved by the old and failed covenant of the law to which
Adventist doctrine points as the way to prepare for the second
coming (2 Cor. 3; Heb. 7-9).

Frequently the world-wide Adventist evangelistic campaigns
proclaim the slogan, “Christ is coming soon, be prepared!” But
this preparation does not call the hearers to the new covenant
of Jesus confirmed through His shed blood. Instead, it calls the
hearers to the law and to the old covenant of obedience. Here
Adventists also distort the Scriptures: they pull Revelation
12:17 out of its context and apply it to themselves. That text
clearly states that the saved have “overcome by the blood of the
Lamb and by the word of their testimony” (v. 11). 

This verse describes those who keep the commands that
God has given to believe in His Son and be saved (Jn. 6:29).

the sins previously committed; for the demonstration, I say, of His
righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus (Rom. 3:24-26).

Two additional problems 
There are two additional theological problems Paul is address-

ing in this passage. 
The first problem is that anyone who reads the Old Testament

stories recognizes that sometimes the guilty seem to go free—or at
least just get a slap on the hand. For example, in 1 Kings 11:3-12,
we read that Solomon had some 700 wives, and when he was old
they turned his heart away from the Lord to serve other gods.  

This is what God said to Solomon; see if you think this is jus-
tice: “Because you have done this, and you have not kept My
covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will
surely tear the kingdom from you, and will give it to your servant.
Nevertheless I will not do it in your days for the sake of your
father David, but I will tear it out of the hand of your son.” What
kind of justice is that? 

Paul recognized that many times God in his forbearance passed
over sins without giving them their full due.

This section of Romans is not asking how a just God can allow
people to go to hell. Rather, the issue here is how a just God can
allow wicked people to go to heaven? It is as if we are seeing the
gospel from God’s perspective.

The second problem Paul must address is that there are a num-
ber of texts in the law that appear to be in direct contradiction to
Paul’s gospel of justification by faith. Consider the following:

You shall not pervert the justice due to your needy brother in his
dispute. Keep far from a false charge, and do not kill the innocent
or the righteous, for I will not acquit the guilty (Ex. 23:7).

Really? Does not Paul tell us how God justifies helpless, ungod-
ly sinners who are enemies of God?4 Wouldn’t that qualify one as
guilty?

If there is a dispute between men and they go to court, and the
judges decide their case, and they justify the righteous and con-
demn the wicked, then it shall be if the wicked man deserves to be
beaten, the judge shall then make him lie down and be beaten in his
presence… (Deut. 25:1-2). 

However, Paul, in our passage in Romans, is stating that God
justifies the wicked!

The LORD is slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness,
forgiving iniquity and transgression; but He will by no means clear
the guilty… (Num. 14: 18). 

But clearing the guilty is exactly what justification by faith does.
Woe to those …Who justify the wicked for a bribe (Isa. 5:23).
He who justifies the wicked and he who condemns the righteous,

Both of them alike are an abomination to the LORD (Prov. 17:15).

Propitiation
Do you see the deep issues involved? The heart of the new

covenant gospel is justification by faith. This means that God
declares that we are not guilty and also that we are declared to
have the very righteousness of God. Yet, this declaration is exactly
what God says in the Old Testament is an abomination! How do
we reconcile all of this? The answer is found in the correct under-

standing of propitiation. What does this word mean? The Greek
word group, ἱλαστήριον has been translated as propitiation, mercy
seat, sacrifice of atonement, and expiation (the cancelation of sin).
This word has been at the center of a heated debate among the-
ologians. “In Classical Greek…When ἱλαστήριον (propitiation) is
applied to the Deity it is a means of appeasing God or averting his
anger and not a single instance to the contrary occurs in the whole
Greek literature.”5 In other words, the people to whom Romans
was written would understand propitiation as appeasing God to
avert His wrath.

In the last century a German theologian by the name of C. H.
Dodd, building on earlier works, took issue with this meaning for
two reasons: first, Dodd said God does not get angry. The wrath
of God, he said, is really not His personal anger against sin; rather,
God’s wrath expressed in Scripture, he said, just represents the nat-
ural result of a person’s wrong choice. God is not an active agent
in wrath. Second, he also revolted against the idea that God need-
ed to be appeased. Consequently, instead of translating ἱλαστήριον

as propitiation, he used expiation which simply means the cancela-
tion of sin. Dodd popularized this view which is called the moral
influence theory of the atonement. A number of liberal scholars
accepted this theory. I mention this because the Loma Linda
School of Religion has been instrumental of fostering this view in
Adventism.

However, leading evangelical scholars like Leon Morris and
D.A. Carson as well as many others have argued against Dodd’s
conclusions. I believe Dodd is wrong for two reasons.

First, God’s wrath is clearly taught in Scripture. There are over
a dozen Hebrew words for God’s wrath and anger. It is mentioned
over 500 times in the Old Testament and about 36 times through-
out the New Testament.

The wrath of God, however, is not God losing His temper.
Rather, it is His hatred of sin. Can you imagine the sorrow—yes,
anger, even burning anger, that the Creator has when He sees the
sin, the wars, and the carnage that are taking place in our world?
We think of what has happened in Libya and in Syria, of the Twin
Towers, the videotaping of the beheading of Daniel Pearl, the ter-
rorist attacks killing innocent people in the name of Allah. We
abhor the many abductions of girls and women who end up mur-
dered with mutilated bodies. God’s anger against sin is real. God’s
wrath, however, can only be properly appreciated when we see it
framed in His holiness.

The second reason I reject Dodd’s conclusions is this: in the
pagan world, it is man that propitiates, or appeases the gods.
However, with our God, man has nothing to do with propitiation.
Let’s read our text again noting the highlighted words.

Whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood
through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because
in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously com-
mitted; for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the
present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one
who has faith in Jesus (Rom. 3:25, 6). 

When we speak of propitiation in His blood, theologically we
are gazing into the holy of holies. We remember what Isaiah said
when he saw the glory of God. “Woe is me, for I am ruined!
Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of

(BUT NOT FOR US)
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Moreover, we know that believing in Jesus is not a vain hope
because Jesus gave witness of His finished work through His
resurrection. This is the gospel—Jesus died, was buried, and
rose again, and it is the only gospel that Scripture recognizes as
the Gospel.

The Lord Jesus never stated, “If you preach my second com-
ing, I will draw all unto me.” “No one comes to the Father, but
through the preaching of the gospel of the second coming.” “In
the second coming there is remission of sins.” 

Rather, “If I be lifted up, I will draw all unto me” (Jn. 12:32).
Only in His shed blood is there remission of sins. He took our
sins in His body to the cross, became a curse for us, and
through his wounds we are healed. Even Isaiah prophesying
hundreds of years before Christ saw His sacrifice as complete,
finished, to be given as an announcement, although few would
believe it (Is. 53:1).

The Adventist gospel (according to policy #075) nullifies the
redemption that the Lord freely gave us on the cross and post-
pones the event of salvation until the second coming.
Moreover, one prepares for this coming by keeping the law.
The law, however, never saves. Its function has always been to
condemn, to entice the carnal nature to sin, and to guarantee
God’s wrath to the sinner (Rom. 3:20; 5:20; Gal. 3:19). Only
the blood of Christ shed on Calvary can prepare one for His
second coming. 

Contrasting gospels
The Adventist gospel says, “Jesus is coming soon; if you pre-

pare according to our rules of preparation, you have a good
chance of being ready when He comes.”

The gospel of Jesus Christ says, “On the cross Christ already
prepared you for His coming, and by faith in Him you have
been declared ready for His coming, and nothing can change
that.”

The Adventist gospel of the second coming is as if a rescue
boat came to a drowning, thrashing man gasping for air in the
waves and tells him, “I have good news for you! Very soon

someone is coming for you. Until
then, take this little flashlight which
also has audio for listening to truth-

filled Bible studies; and you might as well take these red books
as well [Ellen White’s works] so you can read them and be pre-
pared for your rescue. And here, try floating on these two
tablets of stone, one of them has a number 4 on it—try getting
a foothold on that one; you’ll have a better chance at floating.
But we can’t guarantee you anything. If you don’t follow our
instructions to the letter of the law, you will drown forever.”

The gospel of Jesus Christ sets a huge cross in front of the
drowning one. Its arms grasp us and pull us into the life boat,
and we are taken to the inn of faith where our wounds are
healed and we are nourished and restored. We wait in that
refuge until the Lord appears once again in power and great
glory.

For this reason the Lord has asked us to participate fre-
quently in the supper of His body, so that as we partake of the
bread and drink the cup, we may “proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes” (1 Cor. 11:25, 26).

With the Adventist gospel one is never quite sure he is really
prepared for Jesus’ coming. How many times in Adventism
world-wide have people gone to seminars on “Preparation for
the Final Crisis” or “How to Prepare for the Last Days”, and at
the end, who can truly say they are prepared? No one.
Moreover, people who say they are prepared are hypocrites,
because they know full well that they have to suffocate their
unbelief and the doubt in their own hearts. The only thing they
feel for sure is more fear and uncertainty.

In contrast, the gospel of Jesus Christ says,
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with

which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been
saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus (Eph. 2:4-7). 

Even before the second coming we are already there by
faith, sitting in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

In the Adventist gospel we have the assurance of perdition.
In the gospel of Jesus Christ we have the assurance of salvation.
We are already counted among the saved, and by faith alone!

I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who
called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, which is
not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to
pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have
preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so
now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than
what you have received, let him be accursed (Gal. 1:7-9). †

Land; we are promised a better country.2 Jesus said in John 14:3,
“If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive
you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.” In
Hebrews 12:28 we read, “Therefore, since we receive a kingdom
which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may
offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe.” We
do not serve our new Master to gain His approval. He redeemed
us while we were still helpless, ungodly sinners, even His ene-
mies.3 Now we serve Him out of joy, reverence, and awe because
of what He has already done for us and what He has prepared for
us in the future!

Near the end of the book of Revelation, we get a glimpse of
what our Good Redeemer has in mind for us. 

Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal,
coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb, in the middle
of its street. On either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing
twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves
of the tree were for the healing of the nations. There will no
longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will
be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him; they will see His
face, and His name will be on their foreheads. And there will no
longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a
lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine
them; and they will reign forever and ever.

We see that the fifth concept in redemption is that we have a
good Redeemer, one who wants the best for us, one who has an
unbelievably good inheritance waiting for us.

6. We have a “Kinsman Redeemer”.
The concept of a kinsman redeemer is found in the Levitical

laws. Once again we see the prophetic nature of the law as Paul said
in Romans 3:21, “being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets”. A
kinsman redeemer is a beautiful Old Testament picture of Christ. 

Now if the means of a stranger or of a sojourner with you
becomes sufficient, and a countryman of yours becomes so poor
with regard to him as to sell himself to a stranger who is sojourn-
ing with you, or to the descendants of a stranger’s family, then he
shall have redemption right after he has been sold. One of his
brothers may redeem him, or his uncle, or his uncle’s son, may
redeem him, or one of his blood relatives from his family may
redeem him (Lev. 25:47-49).

This passage shows us there were four qualifications for a
Kinsman Redeemer:

a. He must be a blood relative. John 1:14 says, And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us. Jesus took on real humanity
demonstrated by the blood shed on the cross. Therefore He could
serve as our Kinsman Redeemer, something an angel could not do.

b. He must Himself be free. One slave could not redeem
another slave. Here we see the importance of the sinless human
nature of Christ. 1 Peter 2:22 makes this clear; “who committed
no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth.” 

c. He must be able to pay the price. 
Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things

like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your
forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and
spotless, the blood of Christ (1 Pet. 1:18, 19).

d. He must be willing to pay the price. We get a little
glimpse into the passion of the cross as we contemplate His prayer
in the garden of Gethsemane. 

Then He said to them, “My soul is deeply grieved, to the point
of death; remain here and keep watch with Me.” And He went a lit-
tle beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, “My
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will,
but as You will.” And He came to the disciples and found them
sleeping, and said to Peter, “So, you men could not keep watch with
Me for one hour? Keep watching and praying that you may not
enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
He went away again a second time and prayed, saying, “My Father,
if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Your will be done.” Again
He came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. And
He left them again, and went away and prayed a third time, saying
the same thing once more. Then He came to the disciples and said
to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at
hand and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sin-
ners” (Mt. 26:38-45). 

Yes, our Kinsman Redeemer, knowing the price for our
redemption, was willing to pay that price. So the sixth concept in
redemption is that of a Kinsman Redeemer, a blood relative who is
free, who has the assets to pay the ransom price, and who is willing
to pay that price.

The redemption taught in the Bible is a beautiful thing. It is so
much more than just “deliverance” or “being set free” as some of
the modern translations render it.

Let us read again Romans 3:24-26: 
…being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption

which is in Christ Jesus; whom God displayed publicly as a propiti-
ation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His
righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over
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Deliverance and expiation merely allude to the wiping out of sin and its consequences.

The gospel is much more than a Monopoly “Get Out of Jail Free” card. It is faith in our

Kinsman Redeemer who willingly gave his life to pay the price of our redemption and

to free us from the bondages of sin and death.

The Adventist gospel nullifies the redemption that the
Lord freely gave us on the cross and postpones the
event of salvation until the second coming. 



S lowly reality began to dawn on
me. I was on death row. The
verdict had been cast. There

was no hung jury in my case. The deci-
sion was just: “Guilty as charged.” 

I had never thought of myself as that
bad. Sure, I knew I wasn’t perfect, but
this was hard to swallow. I was dead.
That is how Scripture described me:
dead in my transgressions (Eph. 2:1-3).
I was by nature deserving of God’s
wrath. That picture was incredibly
upsetting to me. I was described in
Scripture as an “enemy of God” (Rom.
5:10). It didn’t seem fair. I hadn’t cho-
sen to be an enemy of God—or had I?

When my great, great, great grand-
father Adam sinned, I was not even
alive. Why did I have to pay for his sin?
Yet, Scripture was clear: sin entered the
world through Adam, and death came
through his sin, and therefore, death
came to all people (Rom. 5:12). That
fact meant death came to me. 

Romans 3:11-12 was even more
depressing: “There is no one who seeks
God and no one who does good”. But,
I thought, I had been seeking God.
Somewhere in the back of my mind I
had always thought I could work my
way into God’s good grace. Yet what I
was reading was totally opposite of what I had been taught.
Scripture was telling me I was dead before I was born, while I was
still in my mother’s womb. 

How was I to understand this revelation? I was breathing, mov-
ing, and trying hard to be good. Dead, huh? This death had to
mean something other than physical death. I knew I would physi-
cally die someday, but Scripture talked about a death I had at birth. 

Then I remembered what Jesus said to Nicodemus about birth
and death. Nicodemus, too, was confused. Nicodemus was told he
needed to be born again. Jesus didn’t mince words when He told
Nicodemus, “No one can enter the kingdom of God unless they
are born of water and the Spirit” (Jn. 3:5). Spiritual birth—this
concept was totally foreign to me, although I had read these verses
before. “Born again” to me had always meant a commitment to try
harder to be good. 

Somewhere in the back of my mind I had thought I would
escape death row if I simply tried harder to be “good”. As a
Seventh-day Adventist I believed that before Christ’s return to
earth, I would have to live without an intercessor. Ellen White
(the continuing and “authoritative source of truth” for the
Adventist Church) wrote, “In that fearful time the righteous must
live in the sight of a holy God without an intercessor” (Great
Controversy, p. 615). So I strove harder to be perfect, knowing
someday I would have to have a perfect character without Jesus
continuing as my advocate. 

Then, like light streaming into a
darkened cell I realized my only hope
was in Christ’s sacrificial death for me.
His arms had been stretched on a
wooden beam in capital punishment on
my behalf. His life agonizingly seeped
away as the weight of my sin was laid on
Him. The judgment I rightly deserved
was given instead to a perfect, holy,
righteous God. My only hope was Jesus.
He was the only One that could bring
me from death to life (Eph. 2:5).

As an Adventist I had believed in a
false grace. I believed I had to work
towards my salvation, and God would
hopefully make up the difference
where I fell short. Moreover, if I were
alive during the time of trouble pre-
ceding Jesus’ return (according to
Ellen White), I would need to have a
perfect character without Jesus as my
intercessor. 

This belief is heresy. It is not bibli-
cal. This teaching is a false gospel. And
unfortunately, there are over 16 million
Adventists who believe some form of
this false gospel as I did. 

When I left Adventism a professor in
the seminary at Andrews University said,
“You don’t believe in original sin, do
you?” The comment was said in a con-

demnatory tone, as if I would be a fool to believe such a doctrine. 
Yes, I believe in a death passed down to me from Adam (Rom. 3

& 5). I believe that instead of seeking God, I was seeking man’s
applause for my “goodness”. I am like the thief on the cross who
said, “We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds
deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong” (Lk. 23:41-42).
Do you need to say those words, too? 

As I have written this article and revisited my previous condi-
tion of death, tears have been welling up in my eyes. Even now I
can barely see to type. Grace means so much more to me now
than it ever did as an Adventist. 

Grace! Ahh, sweet Grace!  †

…if I were alive during the time
of trouble preceding Jesus’
return (according to Ellen White),
I would need to have a perfect
character without Jesus as my
intercessor. This belief is heresy.

Carolyn Macomber was a doctoral student
at Andrews University when she discovered
inconsistencies between Adventism and the
Bible. She withdrew her membership from
the Seventh-day Adventist Church in 2009.
She is a member of The Chapel Evangelical
Free Church in St. Joseph, Michigan,
where she is the leader of a Former
Adventist Fellowship. She teaches at an
inner-city private school in Benton
Harbor, Michigan, and she is a small
group leader for Bible Study Fellowship
in Granger, Indiana.
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Redemption
What does Redemption really mean? It is a metaphor from the

slave market. Here again we need a literal translation.
Romans 3:24 NAU (Updated New American Standard):

“being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption
which is in Christ Jesus…”
Carefully compare the above translation with the one below.

Romans 3:24 NLT (New Living Translation): “Yet God, with
undeserved kindness, declares that we are righteous. He did this
through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our sins.”
Is the NLT a true statement? Yes, but is it a correct translation?

No, it does not capture or even allude to the full meaning of
“redemption”.

The NLT of this verse can be used to fit into the “moral influ-
ence” theology of the atonement. This theory of the atonement
teaches that God is good, that He is not interested in the payment
of a sacrifice nor in all this legal stuff of justification. All we have to
do is just trust His character of love, and all well be well. He just
frees us [or delivers us] from our sin. But the concept of redemp-
tion entails much, much more than just freedom or deliverance.

Quoting now from Leon Morris: “The actual usage of ἀπολυ-

τρώσεως the Greek word from which we get redemption, shows
‘ransoming’ rather than ‘deliverance’ to be the essential meaning
of the word”.1

Redemption includes the idea of freedom or deliverance, but
the concept of ransoming is much bigger than that. There are at
least six concepts that are carried by the idea of redemption. 

1. Redemption is for people in bondage.
Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, “I am the LORD, and I will

bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will
deliver you from their bondage. I will also redeem you with an out-
stretched arm and with great judgments” (Ex. 6:6). 

Redemption is for people who are in the bondage of slavery.
Let’s not leave this first concept too quickly. Perhaps you, the read-
er, may be in some kind of bondage. Is there some sin, abuse, or
evil habit that is eating away your soul? If so, you need a
Redeemer, and you qualify for redemption! Redemption is for
those who cannot free themselves. You need Christ. In Mark 2:17
“Jesus said to them, ‘It is not those who are healthy who need a
physician, but those who are sick; I did not come to call the right-
eous, but sinners.’” So the first concept included in redemption is
that it is for slaves, sinners, and people who are in bondage.

2. Redemption requires a price to be paid.
If, however, an ox was previously in the habit of goring and its

owner has been warned yet he does not confine it and it kills a man
or a woman, the ox shall be stoned and its owner also shall be put to
death. If a ransom is demanded of him, then he shall give for the
redemption of his life whatever is demanded of him (Ex. 21:29, 30). 

Here we see that the second idea in redemption is that a ran-
som price has to be paid for redemption to take place. Look again
at our text in Romans 3:24; “being justified as a gift by His grace
through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.” We read in

Matthew 20:28; “Just as the Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”
Christ Jesus is the one who paid the redemption price so that He
could justify us in a way that satisfied divine justice. 

3. Redemption carries the idea of substitution. 
Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, ‘Take the Levites

instead of all the firstborn among the sons of Israel and the cattle of
the Levites. And the Levites shall be Mine; I am the LORD. For
the ransom of the 273 of the firstborn of the sons of Israel who are
in excess beyond the Levites, you shall take five shekels apiece, per
head (Num. 3:44-46) 

“Instead of” the first born, Moses was to take the Levites.
Substitution is a central theme of the gospel. “He made Him who
knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21). Thus we see that the
third concept in redemption is the idea of substitution. 

4. Redemption expresses a change of masters.
Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and

you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you
out from under the burdens of the Egyptians (Ex. 6:7). 
Notice what God did with Israel. They were in slavery to the

Egyptians; in essence they were owned by their slave masters,
much like the slaves in our country were owned by their Southern
cotton growers. What God did was to redeem Israel from
Egyptian bondage, but he did not just send them out on their own.
No, He purchased them for Himself. They were now owned by
the Lord. Redemption gives us a new owner, a change of masters.
Paul emphasizes this in Romans 6. 

But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you
became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which
you were committed, and having been freed from sin, you became
slaves of righteousness (Rom. 6:17, 18). 

But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you
derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome,
eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. 6:22, 23).

So the fourth concept in redemption is that we are now under a
new owner; a change of masters has taken place.

5. Our Redeemer is a good Master and wants the best
for us. 

Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and
you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you
out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. I will bring you to
the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I
will give it to you for a possession; I am the LORD (Ex. 6:8). 

Our new Master is not like the old slave master wanting to use
us for his benefit, but our Redeemer is good, and He wants the
best for us. He has our interests in mind. He paid for our
redemption and keeps providing for us, working all things
together for good. Old Testament Israel was given the Promised
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Many scholars consider Romans 3:21-26 to be one of the most important sections of the

entire Bible. Renowned New Testament scholar Leon Morris said this passage “is possibly

the most important single paragraph ever written.” The passage reads as follows:

But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested,

being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God

through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction;

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified as a gift by

His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; whom God displayed

publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate

His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins

previously committed; for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the

present time, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in

Jesus (Rom. 3:21-26 NAU).

B efore we examine this passage more closely, however, let’s establish what we know about some of the key phrases Paul uses in this
passage.
But now indicates a change of circumstances or administration. Paul has just completed a discourse about human depravity and

the inability of anyone to keep the law, the purpose of which was to bring about a knowledge of sin. Paul moves us into a discussion of the
new covenant with the words “But now”. A radical transformation has taken place in salvation history. Things are different now. This
phrase represents the dividing line between the old and new covenants.

Apart from law… any law—in fact, all human effort is excluded from contributing to righteousness or worthiness before God. As Paul
will later say in Romans 10:4, “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.”

The righteousness of God has been manifested. This clause refers to the disclosure of God’s righteousness, a righteousness that is
much higher than the righteousness of the law. God’s righteousness is not the righteousness of the law. Paul is showing that the true func-
tion of the law was its prophetic nature in pointing to Christ and His perfect righteousness.

This newly revealed righteousness comes to us by our faith in Christ. That is the method of achieving this righteousness. The scope of
God’s righteousness is broad. It is for all who believe; whosoever will may come, and there is no distinction. There is no series of steps we
have to take to qualify ourselves. When we hear the gospel, we can instantly respond in faith.

We have all sinned, and we all continue to fall short in personal righteousness.
Justification means to be declared righteous and to be acquitted of all wrongdoing. It does not mean to be made righteous. It is a gift

by God’s grace.
With these concepts in mind, we now turn to our study of redemption and propitiation—the reasons that we do not experience God’s

wrath. 

Justification can never be an isolated event
Being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus… (Rom. 3:24).

God always acts justly, so justification can never be an isolated event. One cannot just say, “You are declared righteous, period.” The
pronouncement of being declared righteous must rest on either one of two things: (1) It must be true that the person is righteous, or (2)
there must be a legal way where justice is fully carried out in order to declare a person righteous when he is not. Paul carefully links justifi-
cation with redemption and propitiation.
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S lowly reality began to dawn on
me. I was on death row. The
verdict had been cast. There

was no hung jury in my case. The deci-
sion was just: “Guilty as charged.” 

I had never thought of myself as that
bad. Sure, I knew I wasn’t perfect, but
this was hard to swallow. I was dead.
That is how Scripture described me:
dead in my transgressions (Eph. 2:1-3).
I was by nature deserving of God’s
wrath. That picture was incredibly
upsetting to me. I was described in
Scripture as an “enemy of God” (Rom.
5:10). It didn’t seem fair. I hadn’t cho-
sen to be an enemy of God—or had I?

When my great, great, great grand-
father Adam sinned, I was not even
alive. Why did I have to pay for his sin?
Yet, Scripture was clear: sin entered the
world through Adam, and death came
through his sin, and therefore, death
came to all people (Rom. 5:12). That
fact meant death came to me. 

Romans 3:11-12 was even more
depressing: “There is no one who seeks
God and no one who does good”. But,
I thought, I had been seeking God.
Somewhere in the back of my mind I
had always thought I could work my
way into God’s good grace. Yet what I
was reading was totally opposite of what I had been taught.
Scripture was telling me I was dead before I was born, while I was
still in my mother’s womb. 

How was I to understand this revelation? I was breathing, mov-
ing, and trying hard to be good. Dead, huh? This death had to
mean something other than physical death. I knew I would physi-
cally die someday, but Scripture talked about a death I had at birth. 

Then I remembered what Jesus said to Nicodemus about birth
and death. Nicodemus, too, was confused. Nicodemus was told he
needed to be born again. Jesus didn’t mince words when He told
Nicodemus, “No one can enter the kingdom of God unless they
are born of water and the Spirit” (Jn. 3:5). Spiritual birth—this
concept was totally foreign to me, although I had read these verses
before. “Born again” to me had always meant a commitment to try
harder to be good. 

Somewhere in the back of my mind I had thought I would
escape death row if I simply tried harder to be “good”. As a
Seventh-day Adventist I believed that before Christ’s return to
earth, I would have to live without an intercessor. Ellen White
(the continuing and “authoritative source of truth” for the
Adventist Church) wrote, “In that fearful time the righteous must
live in the sight of a holy God without an intercessor” (Great
Controversy, p. 615). So I strove harder to be perfect, knowing
someday I would have to have a perfect character without Jesus
continuing as my advocate. 

Then, like light streaming into a
darkened cell I realized my only hope
was in Christ’s sacrificial death for me.
His arms had been stretched on a
wooden beam in capital punishment on
my behalf. His life agonizingly seeped
away as the weight of my sin was laid on
Him. The judgment I rightly deserved
was given instead to a perfect, holy,
righteous God. My only hope was Jesus.
He was the only One that could bring
me from death to life (Eph. 2:5).

As an Adventist I had believed in a
false grace. I believed I had to work
towards my salvation, and God would
hopefully make up the difference
where I fell short. Moreover, if I were
alive during the time of trouble pre-
ceding Jesus’ return (according to
Ellen White), I would need to have a
perfect character without Jesus as my
intercessor. 

This belief is heresy. It is not bibli-
cal. This teaching is a false gospel. And
unfortunately, there are over 16 million
Adventists who believe some form of
this false gospel as I did. 

When I left Adventism a professor in
the seminary at Andrews University said,
“You don’t believe in original sin, do
you?” The comment was said in a con-

demnatory tone, as if I would be a fool to believe such a doctrine. 
Yes, I believe in a death passed down to me from Adam (Rom. 3

& 5). I believe that instead of seeking God, I was seeking man’s
applause for my “goodness”. I am like the thief on the cross who
said, “We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds
deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong” (Lk. 23:41-42).
Do you need to say those words, too? 

As I have written this article and revisited my previous condi-
tion of death, tears have been welling up in my eyes. Even now I
can barely see to type. Grace means so much more to me now
than it ever did as an Adventist. 

Grace! Ahh, sweet Grace!  †

…if I were alive during the time
of trouble preceding Jesus’
return (according to Ellen White),
I would need to have a perfect
character without Jesus as my
intercessor. This belief is heresy.

Carolyn Macomber was a doctoral student
at Andrews University when she discovered
inconsistencies between Adventism and the
Bible. She withdrew her membership from
the Seventh-day Adventist Church in 2009.
She is a member of The Chapel Evangelical
Free Church in St. Joseph, Michigan,
where she is the leader of a Former
Adventist Fellowship. She teaches at an
inner-city private school in Benton
Harbor, Michigan, and she is a small
group leader for Bible Study Fellowship
in Granger, Indiana.

GUILTY 
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Redemption
What does Redemption really mean? It is a metaphor from the

slave market. Here again we need a literal translation.
Romans 3:24 NAU (Updated New American Standard):

“being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption
which is in Christ Jesus…”
Carefully compare the above translation with the one below.

Romans 3:24 NLT (New Living Translation): “Yet God, with
undeserved kindness, declares that we are righteous. He did this
through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our sins.”
Is the NLT a true statement? Yes, but is it a correct translation?

No, it does not capture or even allude to the full meaning of
“redemption”.

The NLT of this verse can be used to fit into the “moral influ-
ence” theology of the atonement. This theory of the atonement
teaches that God is good, that He is not interested in the payment
of a sacrifice nor in all this legal stuff of justification. All we have to
do is just trust His character of love, and all well be well. He just
frees us [or delivers us] from our sin. But the concept of redemp-
tion entails much, much more than just freedom or deliverance.

Quoting now from Leon Morris: “The actual usage of ἀπολυ-

τρώσεως the Greek word from which we get redemption, shows
‘ransoming’ rather than ‘deliverance’ to be the essential meaning
of the word”.1

Redemption includes the idea of freedom or deliverance, but
the concept of ransoming is much bigger than that. There are at
least six concepts that are carried by the idea of redemption. 

1. Redemption is for people in bondage.
Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, “I am the LORD, and I will

bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will
deliver you from their bondage. I will also redeem you with an out-
stretched arm and with great judgments” (Ex. 6:6). 

Redemption is for people who are in the bondage of slavery.
Let’s not leave this first concept too quickly. Perhaps you, the read-
er, may be in some kind of bondage. Is there some sin, abuse, or
evil habit that is eating away your soul? If so, you need a
Redeemer, and you qualify for redemption! Redemption is for
those who cannot free themselves. You need Christ. In Mark 2:17
“Jesus said to them, ‘It is not those who are healthy who need a
physician, but those who are sick; I did not come to call the right-
eous, but sinners.’” So the first concept included in redemption is
that it is for slaves, sinners, and people who are in bondage.

2. Redemption requires a price to be paid.
If, however, an ox was previously in the habit of goring and its

owner has been warned yet he does not confine it and it kills a man
or a woman, the ox shall be stoned and its owner also shall be put to
death. If a ransom is demanded of him, then he shall give for the
redemption of his life whatever is demanded of him (Ex. 21:29, 30). 

Here we see that the second idea in redemption is that a ran-
som price has to be paid for redemption to take place. Look again
at our text in Romans 3:24; “being justified as a gift by His grace
through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.” We read in

Matthew 20:28; “Just as the Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”
Christ Jesus is the one who paid the redemption price so that He
could justify us in a way that satisfied divine justice. 

3. Redemption carries the idea of substitution. 
Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, ‘Take the Levites

instead of all the firstborn among the sons of Israel and the cattle of
the Levites. And the Levites shall be Mine; I am the LORD. For
the ransom of the 273 of the firstborn of the sons of Israel who are
in excess beyond the Levites, you shall take five shekels apiece, per
head (Num. 3:44-46) 

“Instead of” the first born, Moses was to take the Levites.
Substitution is a central theme of the gospel. “He made Him who
knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21). Thus we see that the
third concept in redemption is the idea of substitution. 

4. Redemption expresses a change of masters.
Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and

you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you
out from under the burdens of the Egyptians (Ex. 6:7). 
Notice what God did with Israel. They were in slavery to the

Egyptians; in essence they were owned by their slave masters,
much like the slaves in our country were owned by their Southern
cotton growers. What God did was to redeem Israel from
Egyptian bondage, but he did not just send them out on their own.
No, He purchased them for Himself. They were now owned by
the Lord. Redemption gives us a new owner, a change of masters.
Paul emphasizes this in Romans 6. 

But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you
became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which
you were committed, and having been freed from sin, you became
slaves of righteousness (Rom. 6:17, 18). 

But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you
derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome,
eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. 6:22, 23).

So the fourth concept in redemption is that we are now under a
new owner; a change of masters has taken place.

5. Our Redeemer is a good Master and wants the best
for us. 

Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and
you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you
out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. I will bring you to
the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I
will give it to you for a possession; I am the LORD (Ex. 6:8). 

Our new Master is not like the old slave master wanting to use
us for his benefit, but our Redeemer is good, and He wants the
best for us. He has our interests in mind. He paid for our
redemption and keeps providing for us, working all things
together for good. Old Testament Israel was given the Promised

©
 IS
TO

C
K
PH

O
TO

.C
O
M
/A
N
D
RE

́ M
A
N
SI

Summer | 2012 | Proclamation! |   15

The life   E X A M I N E D
with Carolyn Macomber(BUT NOT FOR US)



Haroldo Camacho lives with his wife and two year old son in Cathedral City, California. He currently works as a trans-
lator for the California court system and recently completed the translation and publication of one of Martin Luther's
major works into Spanish: Luther's 1535 Commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians. Haroldo was an ordained minister in
Adventism. He taught at the Adventist seminary in Lima, Peru, and last worked for the Adventists as Secretary of the
Southeastern California Conference. Haroldo earned a Ph.D. in theology from the School of Theology at Claremont,
California , and finally discovered the gospel through the study of Romans and Galatians. Today he is working with sev-
eral former students and others in Peru to organize independent gospel churches. (Haroldo likes to race bikes, too.)

Moreover, we know that believing in Jesus is not a vain hope
because Jesus gave witness of His finished work through His
resurrection. This is the gospel—Jesus died, was buried, and
rose again, and it is the only gospel that Scripture recognizes as
the Gospel.

The Lord Jesus never stated, “If you preach my second com-
ing, I will draw all unto me.” “No one comes to the Father, but
through the preaching of the gospel of the second coming.” “In
the second coming there is remission of sins.” 

Rather, “If I be lifted up, I will draw all unto me” (Jn. 12:32).
Only in His shed blood is there remission of sins. He took our
sins in His body to the cross, became a curse for us, and
through his wounds we are healed. Even Isaiah prophesying
hundreds of years before Christ saw His sacrifice as complete,
finished, to be given as an announcement, although few would
believe it (Is. 53:1).

The Adventist gospel (according to policy #075) nullifies the
redemption that the Lord freely gave us on the cross and post-
pones the event of salvation until the second coming.
Moreover, one prepares for this coming by keeping the law.
The law, however, never saves. Its function has always been to
condemn, to entice the carnal nature to sin, and to guarantee
God’s wrath to the sinner (Rom. 3:20; 5:20; Gal. 3:19). Only
the blood of Christ shed on Calvary can prepare one for His
second coming. 

Contrasting gospels
The Adventist gospel says, “Jesus is coming soon; if you pre-

pare according to our rules of preparation, you have a good
chance of being ready when He comes.”

The gospel of Jesus Christ says, “On the cross Christ already
prepared you for His coming, and by faith in Him you have
been declared ready for His coming, and nothing can change
that.”

The Adventist gospel of the second coming is as if a rescue
boat came to a drowning, thrashing man gasping for air in the
waves and tells him, “I have good news for you! Very soon

someone is coming for you. Until
then, take this little flashlight which
also has audio for listening to truth-

filled Bible studies; and you might as well take these red books
as well [Ellen White’s works] so you can read them and be pre-
pared for your rescue. And here, try floating on these two
tablets of stone, one of them has a number 4 on it—try getting
a foothold on that one; you’ll have a better chance at floating.
But we can’t guarantee you anything. If you don’t follow our
instructions to the letter of the law, you will drown forever.”

The gospel of Jesus Christ sets a huge cross in front of the
drowning one. Its arms grasp us and pull us into the life boat,
and we are taken to the inn of faith where our wounds are
healed and we are nourished and restored. We wait in that
refuge until the Lord appears once again in power and great
glory.

For this reason the Lord has asked us to participate fre-
quently in the supper of His body, so that as we partake of the
bread and drink the cup, we may “proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes” (1 Cor. 11:25, 26).

With the Adventist gospel one is never quite sure he is really
prepared for Jesus’ coming. How many times in Adventism
world-wide have people gone to seminars on “Preparation for
the Final Crisis” or “How to Prepare for the Last Days”, and at
the end, who can truly say they are prepared? No one.
Moreover, people who say they are prepared are hypocrites,
because they know full well that they have to suffocate their
unbelief and the doubt in their own hearts. The only thing they
feel for sure is more fear and uncertainty.

In contrast, the gospel of Jesus Christ says,
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with

which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been
saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus (Eph. 2:4-7). 

Even before the second coming we are already there by
faith, sitting in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

In the Adventist gospel we have the assurance of perdition.
In the gospel of Jesus Christ we have the assurance of salvation.
We are already counted among the saved, and by faith alone!

I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who
called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, which is
not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to
pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have
preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so
now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than
what you have received, let him be accursed (Gal. 1:7-9). †

Land; we are promised a better country.2 Jesus said in John 14:3,
“If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive
you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.” In
Hebrews 12:28 we read, “Therefore, since we receive a kingdom
which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may
offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe.” We
do not serve our new Master to gain His approval. He redeemed
us while we were still helpless, ungodly sinners, even His ene-
mies.3 Now we serve Him out of joy, reverence, and awe because
of what He has already done for us and what He has prepared for
us in the future!

Near the end of the book of Revelation, we get a glimpse of
what our Good Redeemer has in mind for us. 

Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal,
coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb, in the middle
of its street. On either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing
twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves
of the tree were for the healing of the nations. There will no
longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will
be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him; they will see His
face, and His name will be on their foreheads. And there will no
longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a
lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine
them; and they will reign forever and ever.

We see that the fifth concept in redemption is that we have a
good Redeemer, one who wants the best for us, one who has an
unbelievably good inheritance waiting for us.

6. We have a “Kinsman Redeemer”.
The concept of a kinsman redeemer is found in the Levitical

laws. Once again we see the prophetic nature of the law as Paul said
in Romans 3:21, “being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets”. A
kinsman redeemer is a beautiful Old Testament picture of Christ. 

Now if the means of a stranger or of a sojourner with you
becomes sufficient, and a countryman of yours becomes so poor
with regard to him as to sell himself to a stranger who is sojourn-
ing with you, or to the descendants of a stranger’s family, then he
shall have redemption right after he has been sold. One of his
brothers may redeem him, or his uncle, or his uncle’s son, may
redeem him, or one of his blood relatives from his family may
redeem him (Lev. 25:47-49).

This passage shows us there were four qualifications for a
Kinsman Redeemer:

a. He must be a blood relative. John 1:14 says, And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us. Jesus took on real humanity
demonstrated by the blood shed on the cross. Therefore He could
serve as our Kinsman Redeemer, something an angel could not do.

b. He must Himself be free. One slave could not redeem
another slave. Here we see the importance of the sinless human
nature of Christ. 1 Peter 2:22 makes this clear; “who committed
no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth.” 

c. He must be able to pay the price. 
Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things

like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your
forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and
spotless, the blood of Christ (1 Pet. 1:18, 19).

d. He must be willing to pay the price. We get a little
glimpse into the passion of the cross as we contemplate His prayer
in the garden of Gethsemane. 

Then He said to them, “My soul is deeply grieved, to the point
of death; remain here and keep watch with Me.” And He went a lit-
tle beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, “My
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will,
but as You will.” And He came to the disciples and found them
sleeping, and said to Peter, “So, you men could not keep watch with
Me for one hour? Keep watching and praying that you may not
enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
He went away again a second time and prayed, saying, “My Father,
if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Your will be done.” Again
He came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. And
He left them again, and went away and prayed a third time, saying
the same thing once more. Then He came to the disciples and said
to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at
hand and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sin-
ners” (Mt. 26:38-45). 

Yes, our Kinsman Redeemer, knowing the price for our
redemption, was willing to pay that price. So the sixth concept in
redemption is that of a Kinsman Redeemer, a blood relative who is
free, who has the assets to pay the ransom price, and who is willing
to pay that price.

The redemption taught in the Bible is a beautiful thing. It is so
much more than just “deliverance” or “being set free” as some of
the modern translations render it.

Let us read again Romans 3:24-26: 
…being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption

which is in Christ Jesus; whom God displayed publicly as a propiti-
ation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His
righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over
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Deliverance and expiation merely allude to the wiping out of sin and its consequences.

The gospel is much more than a Monopoly “Get Out of Jail Free” card. It is faith in our

Kinsman Redeemer who willingly gave his life to pay the price of our redemption and

to free us from the bondages of sin and death.

The Adventist gospel nullifies the redemption that the
Lord freely gave us on the cross and postpones the
event of salvation until the second coming. 
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Why not? There are two reasons: the second coming has not
yet taken place, and it is not the event of salvation. The event
of salvation happened at the cross, when Jesus shed His blood
to justify us from all sin. The true gospel, as we saw above in
Acts 13, is the forgiveness of sins that God has already finished
in His Son. Since it is already an accomplished fact, it can be
preached as the gospel, the good news of salvation to everyone
who believes.

To call the second coming of Christ a “gospel” is to misrep-
resent the Scriptures and to tread under foot the blood of
Christ, because it is only in His blood that we have remission of
sins.

Further, in policy #075, the so-called gospel of the second
coming requires the “setting of the special message of prepara-
tion as described in Bible prophecy”. In Adventist doctrine, this
“message of preparation” actually means its “peculiar doc-
trines”, its “distinctives”: the Sabbath, the law of God, the 2300
days, the state of the dead, the gift of prophecy in Ellen G.
White, the health message, the investigative judgment, and oth-
ers. The Adventist’s “special message” betrays a premeditated
intentionality, brewed in a mind other than human, to redirect
the eyes of men and women away from the cross and thus to
exclude them from saving grace. Adventism has invented its
own gospel, which, although it is bolstered with a multitude of
Bible texts and preached with great pomp and circumstance in
its evangelistic campaigns, is still another gospel.

We would rather think that a “false gospel” would be
preached under the guise of strange-sounding doctrine. Instead,
the father of lies has gone about re-packaging Christians’ cher-
ished hope, the second coming, and sold it as  “the gospel of
Christ’s second coming” shored up by several unique “Adventist
distinctives” which have the wrappings of Biblical doctrine but
lack the substance of the remission of sins.

Adventist gospel lacks justification by faith alone
The Adventist organization has never included in its list of

“distinctive truths” the doctrines of justification by faith alone,
the cross, nor the atonement. Instead, they call the message of

the cross an “emphasis” preached by “Sunday churches”, but in
their evangelism and internal teaching Adventists finally dismiss
these churches as “apostate Protestantism”, the “image of the
beast”, the “false prophet”, or “Babylon” because they do not
keep the seventh-day Sabbath. 

For official Adventism, where, then, is the message of the
cross? It is eclipsed because it is not their “emphasis”. For
Adventists, salvation does not center on the cross but on the
Ten Commandments. Keeping the Sabbath is the mark of those
who are saved. Other Protestants who may preach the cross are
quickly branded as illegitimate because they worship on
Sunday. The cross of Christ is effectively abolished. Sabbath,
not Christ, is the last-day message.

While I was an Adventist conference secretary (and begin-
ning to understand the gospel) I asked the Union president at a
Union-wide workers’ retreat, “If we really want to be a peculiar
people and have a special message, why don’t we preach the
cross and ‘out-grace’ the evangelicals with the message of
Christ and Him crucified?” 

I remember the quizzical look he gave me, perhaps question-
ing my Adventist loyalty, and his candid reply: “Well, we’ll let
the evangelicals do that. We have a special message to give for
these last days.” Then he immediately went back to another
conversation he was holding with another worker about how to
deal with local churches on their church-school subsidy default!

So Adventists will keep their “gospel of Christ’s second com-
ing”. What astute trickery to draw sinners’ eyes away and far
from the cross.

Proclaim His death
Jesus did not ask us to proclaim the second coming until He

returns. Rather, it is His death which we are to proclaim until He
comes, and we remember it by means of the sacrament of His
broken body for our sins. 1 Corinthians 11:25-26 instructs us,

In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death
until he comes.

It is by means of the new and better covenant that He has
already inaugurated that we are saved by faith alone. We are
not saved by the old and failed covenant of the law to which
Adventist doctrine points as the way to prepare for the second
coming (2 Cor. 3; Heb. 7-9).

Frequently the world-wide Adventist evangelistic campaigns
proclaim the slogan, “Christ is coming soon, be prepared!” But
this preparation does not call the hearers to the new covenant
of Jesus confirmed through His shed blood. Instead, it calls the
hearers to the law and to the old covenant of obedience. Here
Adventists also distort the Scriptures: they pull Revelation
12:17 out of its context and apply it to themselves. That text
clearly states that the saved have “overcome by the blood of the
Lamb and by the word of their testimony” (v. 11). 

This verse describes those who keep the commands that
God has given to believe in His Son and be saved (Jn. 6:29).

the sins previously committed; for the demonstration, I say, of His
righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus (Rom. 3:24-26).

Two additional problems 
There are two additional theological problems Paul is address-

ing in this passage. 
The first problem is that anyone who reads the Old Testament

stories recognizes that sometimes the guilty seem to go free—or at
least just get a slap on the hand. For example, in 1 Kings 11:3-12,
we read that Solomon had some 700 wives, and when he was old
they turned his heart away from the Lord to serve other gods.  

This is what God said to Solomon; see if you think this is jus-
tice: “Because you have done this, and you have not kept My
covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will
surely tear the kingdom from you, and will give it to your servant.
Nevertheless I will not do it in your days for the sake of your
father David, but I will tear it out of the hand of your son.” What
kind of justice is that? 

Paul recognized that many times God in his forbearance passed
over sins without giving them their full due.

This section of Romans is not asking how a just God can allow
people to go to hell. Rather, the issue here is how a just God can
allow wicked people to go to heaven? It is as if we are seeing the
gospel from God’s perspective.

The second problem Paul must address is that there are a num-
ber of texts in the law that appear to be in direct contradiction to
Paul’s gospel of justification by faith. Consider the following:

You shall not pervert the justice due to your needy brother in his
dispute. Keep far from a false charge, and do not kill the innocent
or the righteous, for I will not acquit the guilty (Ex. 23:7).

Really? Does not Paul tell us how God justifies helpless, ungod-
ly sinners who are enemies of God?4 Wouldn’t that qualify one as
guilty?

If there is a dispute between men and they go to court, and the
judges decide their case, and they justify the righteous and con-
demn the wicked, then it shall be if the wicked man deserves to be
beaten, the judge shall then make him lie down and be beaten in his
presence… (Deut. 25:1-2). 

However, Paul, in our passage in Romans, is stating that God
justifies the wicked!

The LORD is slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness,
forgiving iniquity and transgression; but He will by no means clear
the guilty… (Num. 14: 18). 

But clearing the guilty is exactly what justification by faith does.
Woe to those …Who justify the wicked for a bribe (Isa. 5:23).
He who justifies the wicked and he who condemns the righteous,

Both of them alike are an abomination to the LORD (Prov. 17:15).

Propitiation
Do you see the deep issues involved? The heart of the new

covenant gospel is justification by faith. This means that God
declares that we are not guilty and also that we are declared to
have the very righteousness of God. Yet, this declaration is exactly
what God says in the Old Testament is an abomination! How do
we reconcile all of this? The answer is found in the correct under-

standing of propitiation. What does this word mean? The Greek
word group, ἱλαστήριον has been translated as propitiation, mercy
seat, sacrifice of atonement, and expiation (the cancelation of sin).
This word has been at the center of a heated debate among the-
ologians. “In Classical Greek…When ἱλαστήριον (propitiation) is
applied to the Deity it is a means of appeasing God or averting his
anger and not a single instance to the contrary occurs in the whole
Greek literature.”5 In other words, the people to whom Romans
was written would understand propitiation as appeasing God to
avert His wrath.

In the last century a German theologian by the name of C. H.
Dodd, building on earlier works, took issue with this meaning for
two reasons: first, Dodd said God does not get angry. The wrath
of God, he said, is really not His personal anger against sin; rather,
God’s wrath expressed in Scripture, he said, just represents the nat-
ural result of a person’s wrong choice. God is not an active agent
in wrath. Second, he also revolted against the idea that God need-
ed to be appeased. Consequently, instead of translating ἱλαστήριον

as propitiation, he used expiation which simply means the cancela-
tion of sin. Dodd popularized this view which is called the moral
influence theory of the atonement. A number of liberal scholars
accepted this theory. I mention this because the Loma Linda
School of Religion has been instrumental of fostering this view in
Adventism.

However, leading evangelical scholars like Leon Morris and
D.A. Carson as well as many others have argued against Dodd’s
conclusions. I believe Dodd is wrong for two reasons.

First, God’s wrath is clearly taught in Scripture. There are over
a dozen Hebrew words for God’s wrath and anger. It is mentioned
over 500 times in the Old Testament and about 36 times through-
out the New Testament.

The wrath of God, however, is not God losing His temper.
Rather, it is His hatred of sin. Can you imagine the sorrow—yes,
anger, even burning anger, that the Creator has when He sees the
sin, the wars, and the carnage that are taking place in our world?
We think of what has happened in Libya and in Syria, of the Twin
Towers, the videotaping of the beheading of Daniel Pearl, the ter-
rorist attacks killing innocent people in the name of Allah. We
abhor the many abductions of girls and women who end up mur-
dered with mutilated bodies. God’s anger against sin is real. God’s
wrath, however, can only be properly appreciated when we see it
framed in His holiness.

The second reason I reject Dodd’s conclusions is this: in the
pagan world, it is man that propitiates, or appeases the gods.
However, with our God, man has nothing to do with propitiation.
Let’s read our text again noting the highlighted words.

Whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood
through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because
in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously com-
mitted; for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the
present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one
who has faith in Jesus (Rom. 3:25, 6). 

When we speak of propitiation in His blood, theologically we
are gazing into the holy of holies. We remember what Isaiah said
when he saw the glory of God. “Woe is me, for I am ruined!
Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of

(BUT NOT FOR US)

spel?
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T he word “gospel” by its very nature means the
announcement of an event that has already taken place
and which brings salvation to all who believe it. The

meaning of the Hebrew equivalent of “gospel”, basar, is the
announcement of the king’s victory on behalf of his people:
“Basar!” In Scripture, “gospel” never refers or points to an
incomplete or future event. To use the word “gospel” in a way
that suggests it is not an accomplished fact is to pervert the
meaning of the word itself and to twist the meaning of the
gospel in the Scriptures: 

“And we declare to you glad tidings—that promise which
was made to the fathers. God has fulfilled this for us their chil-
dren, in that He has raised up Jesus… and by Him everyone
who believes is justified from all things from which you could
not be justified by the law of Moses” (Acts 12:32,33,39).

This is the announcement of the gospel as commissioned by
Jesus and given through the apostles. 

Enter Adventism
In 1844 Seventh-day Adventism claimed center stage and

proclaimed that it preached the “true gospel”, but the Adventist
gospel displaced the apostles’ gospel. Error, though, will always
be error, and every camouflage eventually gives itself away.

The Adventist church has policies that regulate every conceiv-
able aspect of the administrative life of the church. These policies
comprise a voluminous manual called The General Conference
Working Policy. When I was an administrator and church leader in

the Adventist organization, I knew my way around this manual
fairly well. Back in those years when I was still an Adventist, I read
the following working policy, but I was totally blind to what it real-
ly said regarding the gospel. Now I realize that working policy
#075 unwittingly admits that Adventism preaches another gospel.
Adventist leaders, however, have not realized the theological impli-
cations of this statement.

I came across this policy recently on a former Adventist
website. It is part of an entire series of policies that regulates
the “Relationships with Other Christian Churches and
Religious Organizations”. You can read the entire section here:
http://adventist.org/beliefs/other-documents/other-doc5.html

Relationships with Other Christian Churches and Religious
Organizations

6. In the origin and rise of the Seventh-day Adventist peo-
ple, the burden was laid upon us to emphasize the gospel of
Christ's second coming as an imminent event, calling for the
proclamation of Biblical truths in the setting of the special mes-
sage of preparation as described in Bible prophecy, particularly
in Revelation 14:6-14.

“The gospel of Christ’s second coming”?
The second coming of Christ is certainly our “blessed hope”

(Tit. 2:13), but Scripture never refers to it as “gospel”.

unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts”
(Isa. 6:5).

Could it be that the holiness of God demanded complete jus-
tice? Could it be that the love of God for us poor, helpless, ungod-
ly sinners determined that we were not going to suffer the wrath
of God that we deserved, but instead He would take that wrath
upon Himself and we would receive the verdict of acquittal and
justification? 

As Mel Gibson tried to portray in his movie The Passion of the
Christ, on that Friday afternoon of supernatural darkness when the
life blood was dripping from our Lord’s hands, feet, and head, the
wrath of God against sin was propitiated. Our Kinsman Redeemer
who was our brother in the flesh, who was free from the bondage
of sin, who could pay the price for our redemption, chose to do it.
We sense the terrible, unspeakable agony, “My God, My God,
why have you forsaken Me?” Could it be that Christ actually
became an abomination for us so that God could justify us poor
sinners?

We have been delivered from the slavery of sin and wrath. Our
Redeemer is strong and good. He has purchased us for Himself
and has given us a lasting inheritance. He took the wrath in our
place.

He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that
we might become the righteousness of God in Him (2 Cor. 5:21).

Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so
that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things
pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people
(Heb. 2:17).

…He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours
only, but also for those of the whole world (1 Jn. 2:2).

In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins (1 Jn. 4:10).

As we contemplate sin, justification, redemption, and propitia-
tion, we get a sense of God’s infinite love. In addition, considering
the price paid for our redemption and justification, we get a new
appreciation for our value in the sight of God. Paul will develop
this idea of God’s value of us later in his letter to Romans.

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now
been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of

God through Him. For if while we were enemies we were recon-
ciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having
been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. And not only this,
but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received the reconciliation (Rom. 5:8-11) 

As we contemplate the fuller meanings of justification, redemp-
tion, and propitiation we get a life-changing, blinding glimpse into
the glory of the most holy place of God’s being. Let’s read Romans
3:25, 26 again: 

…whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood
through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because
in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously com-
mitted; for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the
present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one
who has faith in Jesus (Rom. 3:25-26).

I believe a thorough study of these verses excludes the possibili-
ty of translating “redemption” as “set free” or “deliverance” and
“propitiation” as “expiation”. Deliverance and expiation have noth-
ing to do with justice which is a centerpiece in this section.
Deliverance and expiation merely allude to the wiping out of sin
and its consequences. The gospel is much more than a Monopoly
“Get Out of Jail Free” card. It is faith in our Kinsman Redeemer
who willingly gave his life to pay the price of our redemption and
to free us from the bondages of sin and death. The gospel is more
than just God wiping out our sin; it is God Himself providing the
propitiation so that we could be reconciled to Him, and He to us
in a way that proves once and for all God’s infinite justice and love.

The gospel is not advice about how the last generation is
going to justify God by our keeping the law; rather, the gospel
proclaims a righteousness that is apart from law. It is the com-
pleted story of a finished atonement. It tells us how a just God
can legally accept sinners into his family and ultimately change
them into His likeness.

Our job is to proclaim that finished work of Calvary, knowing
that we have the promise that our Redeemer will come to take us
to the glorious home being prepared for us!6 

Romans 3:21-26 deserves to be memorized, contemplated and
accepted. When we understand this section thoroughly we may
agree with Leon Morris who said this passage “is possibly the most
important single paragraph ever written.” †

Dale Ratzlaff is the founder of Life Assurance Ministries, Inc., and owns LAM Publications, LLC. He served as an Adventist
pastor for 13 years, seven at Monterey Bay Academy where he taught Bible. He and his wife Carolyn left the Adventist church
in 1981 when he realized he could no longer teach the investigative judgment in clear conscience. He has authored Sabbath in
Christ, The Cultic Doctrine of Seventh-day Adventists, The Truth About Adventist “Truth”, and Truth Led Me Out. These are avail-
able through his website, LifeAssuranceMinistries.com. The Ratzlaffs reside in Casa Grande, Arizona.
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1 Leon Morris, The Apostolic Preaching of the Cross, p. 41
2 Heb. 11:16.
3 Rom. 5:6-12.
4 Rom. 5:6-10.
5 Morris, ibid., p. 145.
6 “This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in

the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, 

and then the end will come” (Mat 24:14). 
“In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if
it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to
prepare a place for you. If I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again and receive you to
Myself, that where I am, there you may be also”
(Jn. 14:2,3).
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In the Epistle to the Galatians, the apostle Paul leaves no margin for error: there is only one gospel; there is no
other. This gospel is that Jesus died for our sins, was buried, and rose on the third day—and by faith alone in His
sacrifice for sin the sinner is justified, and by believing in Him the justified sinner is made eternally alive by the
power of His resurrection from the dead. This is the gospel.
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Bradshaw believes God’s special commandment-keeping people at
the end of time will be: those who worship on Saturday.

In a powerful appeal he tells the audience that they’re not
responsible for what they didn’t know in the past, but now that
they have “the truth”, they are responsible for the light they have
been given. He reminds them that before Jesus comes back every-
one will know about the truth of the Sabbath because worshiping
on Sabbath is the Everlasting Gospel that the Angel in Revelation
brings to the world. He pleads with the audience to honor God by
keeping the seventh-day Sabbath, playing upon their emotion and
desire to live righteously. He tells them that if Jesus loved them
enough to die for them, then surely they can love Him enough to
live for him by keeping the Sabbath. He promises it will make
them grow closer to Jesus. 

He has them now. All that is left is to ramp up the fear factor in
the remaining sessions.

Blame the Catholics
In a session entitled “History’s Greatest Religious Cover-Up”,

Bradshaw blames the Roman Catholic Church for attempting to
change the Sabbath to Sunday. Moreover, he goes on to identify
the little horn of the beast as the Papacy and the beast itself as
Catholicism in a session titled “Babylon Rising”. In “The United
States in Bible Prophecy” Bradshaw makes the case that the
United States will ally itself with the Catholic beast to persecute
Sabbath-keepers and force people to receive the mark of the
beast—which he identifies as worshiping on Sunday, the supposed
false worship instituted by the Catholics. Again Bradshaw makes
the case that the final test will all come down to worshiping the
Creator by worshiping on Saturday, or worshiping the beast by
worshiping on Sunday. Therefore, people will be marked as saved
or lost by the day on which they choose to worship.

In “The 144,000” Bradshaw claims that God’s true people “are
identified as a church” in the Bible. He claims that 144,000 is a
symbolic number representing a spiritually pure people who
haven’t been defiled by false teachings. He ties this pure group
back to those who are sealed by Sabbath-keeping and have avoided
the mark of the beast. It is clear that he believes that the 144,000
are those who embrace the key tenets of Adventism at the end of
time. In essence, God’s true people are a church, and that church is
the Seventh-day Adventist church. He appeals to the audience to
become a part of what he terms this “unique” and “elite” group.
Of course, the opportunity to be part of an “elite” group is always
appealing.

In the “The Scarlet Woman” Bradshaw pushes his attack on
Catholicism further, making an emotional appeal for his audience
to separate themselves from “Babylon the great, the mother of
harlots” (Catholicism and her children, the Protestant churches

who supposedly pay tribute to her by worshiping on Sunday). He
urges the audience to turn away from the scarlet woman
(Catholicism) by rejecting Sunday worship and embracing the
Seventh-day Sabbath.

In “The Holy Spirit and the Unpardonable Sin” Bradshaw clos-
es the deal by appealing to his audience not to commit the unpar-
donable sin by refusing to follow what they have now learned. He
appeals for people not to be lost, but to follow the light they have
been given. He makes an appeal for members of the audience to
come down front indicating they want to be baptized, or re-bap-
tized, and “Stand with a group of people who are keeping the
commandments of God.” This is the sales pitch, the pay-off after
many long nights building to this point. The implication is clear:
be baptized as a Seventh-day Adventist now, or risk grieving the
Holy Spirit and being lost. And people do go forward. The sale
has been made.

Despite the high tech veneer, this Revelation Today seminar
surely sounds a lot like the Revelation seminars of yesterday. The
delivery is updated, but the content is nearly identical. After spend-
ing so many hours immersed in Adventist evangelism, I am still
unclear about why so many of my acquaintances claim that this
stuff is no longer taught in Adventism or that my youthful experi-
ences were the exception. The seminar I sat through was produced
by one of the largest Adventist evangelistic ministries in existence,
was broadcast to Adventist host sites all over the world, and was
shown on Adventist television channels. To claim its content isn’t
representative of Adventist belief seems misinformed at best and
disingenuous at worst. I would encourage my friends who are still
in denial to visit It is Written’s Revelation Today website and view
the archived seminar for themselves. Snake oil may have gone high
tech, but at the end of the day, it’s still just snake oil.

Another good run
The wagon creaked its way out of town, the excitement over.

The townspeople had been entertained and had handed over their
money for the worthless brown bottles of snake oil. The medicine
man smiled wryly. It had been a good run, but this town was
tapped for now. No matter, there were many more towns across
the plains and many more bottles of snake oil to hawk, and
besides, he’d be back this way again next year. †

Resources on the web for further study

The following are found at: www.LifeAssuranceMinistries.org/studies
1. The Covenants by Chris Lee
2. What about the Ten Commandments?
3. Understanding the Sabbath
4. The Seal of God
5. Did the Waldenses keep the Sabbath?

N o book has had more said about it, good or bad, than
the Bible. We now live in a time when many people
passionately believe the Bible to be the word of God,

while many others strongly criticize the Bible as textually cor-
rupt, scientifically naive, historically incredible, and morally
backward. Many people who grew up accepting the Bible as
true come to question, doubt, and even reject it. Yet there has
never been more evidence in support of the reliability of the
Bible than there is today. Recent advances in science and schol-
arship have answered many of the common criticisms of the
Bible. It is unrealistic to try to prove every detail of the Bible or
to vindicate all of its statements. However, we have very good
reasons, indeed, to be confident in the Bible and to accept its
message: that the God who created us has acted to reconcile
estranged humanity to Himself through the revelations given to
Israel and especially through the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. 

The text of the Bible
One of the most common concerns people have about the

Bible is whether the actual, original words of the Bible have been
preserved. They have heard that the handwritten manuscript
copies of the books of the Bible contain numerous differences.
Perhaps they were taught that in the process of copying and re-
copying the Bible, many passages were changed and even lost. A

couple of hundred years ago, this seemed quite plausible because
very few manuscripts of the Bible existed from earlier than about
the ninth century (or about 800 years after the last books of the
Bible were written). 

In the past two centuries, however, new evidence has come to
light that, properly understood, should lay those concerns to rest.
Treasure troves of biblical manuscripts were discovered in monas-
teries throughout the Middle East and Europe, in an archaeologi-
cal site in Egypt called Oxyrhynchus (in piles of trash!), and most
famously among the Dead Sea Scrolls. The Dead Sea Scrolls are
writings used by a Jewish desert sect at Qumran that flourished in
the century before Jesus and throughout the lifetimes of Jesus and
the apostles. The surviving scrolls include every book of the Old
Testament except one (Esther) and date from about a thousand
years earlier than the oldest manuscripts known prior to their dis-
covery. The differences between the Dead Sea Scrolls and the
medieval manuscripts of the wording of the Hebrew Old
Testament text are minute. Archaeologists have found papyrus
manuscripts of the New Testament dating from the second and
third centuries, including a famous fragment of the Gospel of John
copied very early in the second century, perhaps twenty to forty
years after John was originally written. 

As more and more manuscripts have been discovered, what
scholars have found is that nothing in the Bible was lost in the
process of copying. Rather, scribes would add a word here or
there, or more rarely a sentence, so that what we have in the bibli-

abs
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ly is the way to pass the investigative judgment.
During a subsequent meeting, Bradshaw effectively removes all

doubt regarding the central role that keeping the Decalogue plays
in Adventist eschatology. Returning to Revelation 14 he points out
that the saints are those who keep God’s commandments. In mak-
ing this point, he inserts the word “ten” where it doesn’t exist and
ties the keeping of the Ten Commandments to “the everlasting
gospel”. Before launching into a discourse on each of the Ten
Commandments Bradshaw states, “Down in the last days there is a
people keeping the commandments of God”, but he does not yet
reveal just who these people are. Again tying the Decalogue to a
supposed judgment of God on believers’ works, Bradshaw goes to
the book of James and insists that when James talks about “the
perfect law of liberty” he is saying that believers will be judged
according to the Decalogue. This assertion is despite the context
of James’ actual message which teaches that mercy triumphs over
judgment (Jas. 2:1-13).

Perhaps most concerning is Bradshaw’s twisting of the doctrines
of salvation and justification before a holy God. In contrast to the
biblical teaching that we are able to stand before a holy God
because Jesus’ righteousness is substituted for our own and is cred-
ited to our account as if it were ours, Bradshaw teaches that our
only hope of being able to stand before a holy God is if God puts
the Ten Commandments into our hearts so that we will be able to
meet the standard of judgment in our works. He then goes on to
redefine grace as God giving us the power to keep the Law. This

non-biblical belief is what Bradshaw defines as “The New
Covenant Experience”. 

What’s more, receiving this Adventist “grace” puts a person
under an obligation to “vindicate” the One taking a chance on
him. A person vindicates God by making the most of this
imparted power to obey the law. To illustrate his point,
Bradshaw tells a story of a policeman giving him a warning
instead of a ticket, after which he felt the need to drive slowly in
order to demonstrate that the policeman was justified in letting
him off the hook. Essentially he is teaching that God chose to
let us off the hook for our past sins, then empowers us to go for-
ward in obedience to the Ten Commandments in order to vindi-
cate God’s decision to let us off the hook for our previous fail-
ures. This burden of obligation is far different from the real
gospel revealed in Scripture, that God did not simply let us off
the hook; rather, He paid our debt in full, on our behalf, and
adopted us into his family forever, bestowing absolutely unmer-
ited favor upon us and making us His heirs. There is not a hint
anywhere in Scripture that God’s character needs us to vindicate
it. Instead, Scripture emphasizes that it is God’s sovereign
choice to save us, completely apart from our works. 

Creator or the beast
Having established the false gospel of law-keeping as the

requirement for salvation, Bradshaw moves on to frame the central
issue of end time events as being “creatorship”. Basically a person’s
choices, as explained by Bradshaw, come down to two options:
worshiping the dragon (Satan) and his beast, or worshiping the
Creator. He then makes the case that the way one shows allegiance
to the Creator is by worshiping on Saturday, the seventh-day
Sabbath of the Decalogue. Bradshaw believes worship on the sev-
enth-day Sabbath is the message that will go to the whole world
before Jesus comes. Everyone, he maintains, will be compelled to
make a choice between worshiping God on Saturday or worship-
ping the beast on some other day. 

Bradshaw has the audience now. He has been building to this
point over many nights and has played upon common misunder-
standings of the law within some segments of Christianity. He
knows that many in his audience have been raised believing that
the Decalogue is the law under which Christians must live. They
have been set up their entire lives for just this moment. Bradshaw
demonstrates that the seventh-day Sabbath of the Decalogue has
always been Saturday, and the Bible gives no authority to change
this fact. He demonstrates that Jesus kept the Sabbath, then
attempts to make a case for the apostle Paul keeping the Sabbath.
He even implies, repeatedly, that keeping a day other than the day
that God blessed after His work of creation is roughly akin to ally-
ing yourself with Darwinian evolutionists against the creatorship of
God. He pounds home that the Decalogue is not the ten sugges-
tions, but the Ten Commandments, a turn of phrase used by such
prominent evangelical preachers as Rick Warren.

This seems too easy. The audience has been preconditioned for
the hard sell. Bradshaw tells his audience that according to
Revelation, if they really love Jesus, they will keep His command-
ments, all ten of them, just as they are written. It is now clear who

Bradshaw believes worship on the seventh-day

Sabbath is the message that will go to the whole

world before Jesus comes. Everyone, he maintains,

will be compelled to make a choice between worship-

ing God on Saturday or worshipping the beast on

some other day. 

cal manuscripts is ever so slightly more, not less, than what was
originally in those books. For example, there are now about 5,800
manuscripts known to scholars, each containing various parts or
the whole of the New Testament in the original Greek language.
In all of these manuscripts not one sentence has been found that is
missing from the King James Version or other translations! In
other words, no evidence whatsoever has been found of anything
that was ever “lost” from the New Testament. As for what was
added, scholars identify some twenty or so verses that were proba-
bly added by scribes to the New Testament. Only two of the addi-
tions are longer than a sentence—the traditional ending of the
Gospel of Mark (16:9-20) and the story of the woman caught in
adultery (Jn. 7:53-8:11). When we take into consideration the fact
that there are 7,958 verses in the King James Version of the New
Testament, twenty suspect verses is a very tiny amount—about
one-quarter of one percent! It is no exaggeration to say that manu-
script studies have vindicated the New Testament as at least 99%
pure in the text that has come down to us. This conclusion is con-
firmed by the many ancient translations of the New Testament
into Latin, Syriac, Coptic, and so on, and by the many New
Testament quotations in the writings of the church fathers—from
which quotations alone one could reconstitute the entire New
Testament. What little variations there are among the manuscripts
do not significantly affect the message or doctrine of the Bible. As
several scholars have pointed out, the most common variations in
biblical manuscripts are spelling mistakes!

The canon of the Bible
The many manuscript discoveries of the past two centuries have

also brought to light a number of books that are not part of the
Bible, both Jewish writings that are not in the Old Testament and
Christian writings that are not in the New. Some critics of the
Bible argue that these newly discovered writings were “suppressed”
by the early church, suggesting that they have just as much right to
be considered Scripture as the books that “made it” into the Bible.
On this basis, critics often question the validity of the canon of
Scripture—the collection of scriptural writings in the Bible that are
accepted by Christians as authoritative in their teaching about God
and how we are to relate to God. 

By far the most famous of these non-canonical books are the
so-called Gnostic gospels, such as the Gospels of Thomas, Peter,
Mary, and Judas. The titles of these works suggest to the unin-
formed that they are just as credible as the Gospels of Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John. Such is actually far from true. Nearly all
scholars date the four New Testament Gospels to the second half
of the first century (roughly AD 50-100), within the lifetimes of
the apostles, but date the Gnostic gospels to the middle and later
parts of the second century (about 125-200). No scholar thinks
that Thomas, Peter, Mary, or Judas (!) had anything to do with the
composition or contents of the gospels that bear their names. Even
skeptical and agnostic scholars agree that the New Testament
Gospels are our most reliable sources of information about what
Jesus really said and did—and that very little if anything new about

solutely
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the historical Jesus can be learned from the Gnostic gospels. 
If anything, the study of these apocryphal writings vindicates

the judgment of the early church in setting them aside as inferior
to the canonical Gospels. As long as we were lacking most of these
alternative scriptures, it seemed reasonable to wonder if we were
missing something that belonged in the Bible. Now that we have a
lot of those “missing” books, we can see that we had the best and
most reliable books in the Bible all along.

Creation, science, and the Bible
If we take our cue from the media, it must seem as though

modern science has thoroughly discredited the Bible, especially its
account of creation in the opening chapters of Genesis. Ever since
the Scopes trial in 1925, when Tennessee’s law prohibiting the
teaching of Darwinism was tested in the courtroom, the issue has
been framed as a conflict between educated scientists and ignorant
fundamentalists, between science and the Bible. Yet this is grossly
unfair to the Bible. Ironically, most of the controversial questions
endlessly debated in this conflict, such as the age of the earth, are
not directly addressed in the Bible. (What the Bible says may have
some implications for such questions, but answering them does not
seem to be part of the biblical agenda). Meanwhile, the basic
worldview that Genesis (along with the rest of the Bible) teaches
has actually been corroborated by advances in science, especially in
the twentieth century. 

In the nineteenth century, many scientists held out the possibili-
ty that the universe was eternal, meaning that it had simply always
existed—and therefore did not need to be created. Those who
were looking for an atheistic view of the universe thought that sci-
ence was on their side. The bigger the telescopes got, the bigger
the universe appeared. It was natural to guess that the universe
simply went on in all directions forever, that it was infinitely large
as well as infinitely old, so that the universe was literally everything
and had no Creator.

This rosy atheistic picture of the universe was shattered by dis-
coveries in astronomy in the twentieth century. Albert Einstein’s
relativity theories contained mathematical implications that the
universe had not always existed—implications that Einstein himself
tried to find ways of avoiding. But then astronomers made obser-
vations that confirmed the math. They found that the universe is
expanding in all directions, like a balloon inflating, implying that
the universe had originated at a single point some finite time ago.
This new theory, called the Big Bang, predicted that there would
be an extremely faint background radiation left over from the ini-
tial creation event—a radiation that two astronomers accidentally
discovered in 1965 when cleaning their telescope. In addition to
this evidence that the universe had a beginning, scientists discov-
ered that the universe appears to be “fine-tuned” to function as a
stable environment in which interesting things like planets, plants,
and people can all exist. Many scientists grudgingly admitted that
the evidence implies some sort of Creator, even if they continued
to search for loopholes in that evidence.

Advances in biology have also brought surprising evidence for
the biblical worldview in which God is the Creator of life. The
assumption of modern biology until about the mid-twentieth cen-

tury was that life could have originated naturalistically from very
simple, very small “building blocks”. That paradigm changed
when scientists discovered the incredible complexity of the cell and
of its components. Rather than simple building blocks, cells turn
out to be something more akin to miniature cities, involving com-
plex mechanisms for taking in nutrients, expelling waste, and per-
forming various other internal functions. The molecules of which
living things are composed are incredibly complex, information-
rich systems. In these and other ways, life now appears more clear-
ly than ever before to have been designed.

These scientific advances, then, actually confirm the biblical
worldview taught in Genesis: that the universe was created by a
transcendent Creator (God); that the world has not always existed;
and that life on earth was designed and made by God. The details
of when and how God did these things remain controversial, but
the evidence definitely supports belief in the kind of God
described by the Bible.

Archaeology, history, and the Bible
In some circles it is still popular to think that archaeology can

prove (or disprove) the Bible. That’s really asking too much from a
discipline that gets much of its information from the trash and the
tomb. Broken pottery, graffiti on walls, inscriptions on coffins, fig-
urines or deities, partially preserved pieces of paper—these are the
stock in trade of the archaeologist. Besides locating ancient manu-
scripts of the Bible, archaeology has done two things very well.

First, archaeology has illuminated our knowledge of the ancient
world in which the biblical writings originated. In doing so it has
refined or corrected our understanding of what the Bible means
when it refers to people, places, objects, events, or cultural prac-
tices that are foreign to us.

Second, archaeology has confirmed or corroborated many spe-
cific details of the Bible. Archaeologists have located towns and vil-
lages mentioned in the Bible but which are otherwise unknown
today. They have found political and military inscriptions referring
to various rulers and other major figures in the biblical world, such
as the famous House of David inscription, the Pontius Pilate
inscription, and the ossuary (burial box) of Caiaphas, the high
priest who called for Jesus’ execution. In some instances they have
found evidence confirming specific events, such as the obelisk from
the time of the Israelite king Jehu depicting him paying tribute to
Shalmaneser, or the bronze and iron arrowheads at the base of an
ancient tower of Jerusalem left behind in the battle between the
Babylonians and the Jews in 586 BC. 

The most controversial issue in biblical archaeology is the series
of events known as the Exodus and the Conquest—the escape of
the Israelites from Egypt and their conquest under Joshua of the
cities of the Canaanites. If these events happened, they did so well
over three thousand years ago, making the task of confirming
them through archaeology somewhat daunting. The farther back
in time one goes, the sparser the evidence and the more difficult it
is to interpret the evidence and correlate it chronologically with
other information. Given these limitations, it is somewhat surpris-
ing to learn that there is evidence outside the Bible that gives at
least some support for the Exodus and Conquest. The Ipuwer
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he employs in nearly every other session. First, the series host,
Yves Monnier, sets up the illusion by earnestly stating that every-
thing presented will be “straight from the Bible”. After a song
Bradshaw picks up his Bible, holding it before the crowd like an
illusionist showing the inside of his black silk hat just before he
reveals a rabbit and says, “It’s important for us to get into the
Bible,” puts it back down, and then goes on to conduct a very lead-
ing poll of the audience taken via Twitter. He again picks up his
Bible, brandishing it at the audience, and proceeds to tell a story
about the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. By my count, he fol-
lows this pattern over 19 times, never once reading from the Bible,
although he frequently glances into his Bible, evidently for notes
about his next story or illustration. Adding to the illusion, a large
close up picture of a Bible is projected onto one of the two large
screens behind him. 

Finally, 27 minutes into the presentation, Bradshaw finally reads
a text, but his Bible is little more than a prop. While Bradshaw
quotes a bit of Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 in reference to Lucifer,
what follows is the story of Lucifer’s fall and the fall of Adam and
Eve as told by Adventist prophetess Ellen G. White. He presents a
multitude of White’s details not found in the Bible, such as Lucifer
accusing God of being unfair, the “Great Controversy” motif set-
ting up a struggle for preeminence between Lucifer and Michael
(who is Jesus in Adventist theology), and Adam and Eve wearing
robes of light. With the exception of the heretical Great
Controversy theme, the rest of the non-biblical details may seem
harmless, but the bottom line is that Bradshaw’s claim that every-
thing he teaches comes straight out of the Bible is at best a magi-
cian’s sleight-of-hand and at worst an outright lie. 

The audience has had the Bible waved in its direction repeated-
ly, has seen the Bible projected on large screens, and has observed
Bradshaw glancing at the pages. They go away believing they have
heard something from Scripture when in reality Bradshaw has
shown them just about everything but Scripture. It’s an entertain-
ing and well-done trick, but it is only an illusion. The medicine
men of yesteryear would be proud.

Nothing much comes out of this presentation other than
Bradshaw asserting, “The Bible says, down here in the end of time,
worship will be the issue, and Satan will receive the worship of the
world.” He then sets up future sessions by explaining that the
dragon of Revelation is Satan, and he will give the beast his power
so he can receive worship through the beast. Bradshaw declines to
reveal the beast now, but promises to do so later in the seminar.
This is sounding familiar.

Gospel of three angels
At the next meeting, Bradshaw discusses worshiping the beast

versus worshiping the Creator. This contrast is billed as the pri-
mary theme of Revelation. He talks about overcoming sin in our
lives and says that those who are saved in the end will have God’s
name “written on their foreheads”. Bradshaw further says that
God’s name represents his character and that sin is the barrier to
our characters being transformed. This declaration sets the stage
for a scary discussion of a judgment of believers’ works in a subse-
quent message.

In a 98 minute marathon of myth, Bradshaw uses Revelation
14:6 as a launching pad to present the Adventist gospel. Bradshaw
believes that the “last gospel message” that will go to the world in
the end times is what Adventists refer to as “The Three Angels’
Messages”. Bradshaw states he is stunned that this “gospel” isn’t
preached from every pulpit around the world. This “last gospel”,
according to Bradshaw, is referenced in Revelation 14 but
explained in Daniel 7.

Bradshaw then sets about making a convoluted case for the
founding doctrine of Adventism, the Investigative Judgment. He
launches into a bewildering demonstration of random mathematics
and proof texting gone awry to demonstrate that Jesus started
judging the work of believers in the year 1844. This investigative
judgment of works will determine which believers are “ready for
Heaven” according to Bradshaw. According to this pillar of
Adventist theology, Jesus could finish His work of judging believ-
ers’ works at any time and return to earth, so there is much focus
on being ready and being able to pass the judgment. Bradshaw
believes this  judgment of believers’ works to determine their eter-
nal destiny is revealed in Daniel and proclaimed to the world in
Revelation 14, but it doesn’t appear to phase him that the judg-
ment referenced in Revelation 14 refers to the judgment of the
wicked, not of believers. There is much discussion of the impor-
tance of keeping the Decalogue and of “being ready”, leaving one
with the impression that keeping the Ten Commandments perfect-
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Papyrus, dating about 1200 years before Christ, describes a chaotic
period in Egyptian history in which slaves were rebelling against
their masters, the Nile River turned to blood, and famine and
death ravaged the land. Archaeological work in Israel has con-
firmed that various cities there including Jericho, were destroyed
by conquerors. The main difficulty that scholars have had correlat-
ing such information with the Old Testament has been matching
biblical chronology with the archaeological timeline. If this prob-
lem is solved—and various proposals for doing so are on the
table—we could be looking at spectacular confirmation of the Old
Testament’s most important historical events.

The Gospels as historical sources
Skeptics in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries dismissed the

Gospels as fables, legends, or myths, and for much of that period
biblical scholarship seemed to pose little threat to such views. As
recently as the 1970s most New Testament scholars confidently
asserted that the Gospels were not “biographies” and therefore
were not meant by their authors to be read as sources of historical
information about what Jesus actually taught and did. By this rea-
soning, it seemed difficult to defend the Gospels’ claims that Jesus
had performed miracles or risen from the dead. 

Although the skeptics have not caught up, the picture now looks
very different in Gospel scholarship. Several studies, most notably
one by British scholar Richard Burridge, have shown that the
Gospels are biographies, although written according to the stan-
dards or genre of ancient Greco-Roman biographies, not modern
Western biographies. So, for example, the fact that the Gospels
focus almost entirely on the last few years of Jesus’ life is consistent
with Greco-Roman biographies, which are often similarly “lop-
sided” in their emphasis on one period of their subjects’ lives.

The “quest for the historical Jesus” has also taken a more posi-
tive turn in the past thirty years or so as scholars have begun to
integrate their studies of the Gospels into a richer understanding
of first-century Galilee and Judea. Something close to a consensus
has emerged on a number of issues about Jesus, even among schol-
ars who do not view the Gospels as inspired. Doubts about the his-
torical existence of Jesus have been relegated to the fringes of
pseudo-scholarship. There is now no credible doubt that Jesus was
a Jewish man from Galilee, that He was baptized by John the
Baptist in the Jordan River, that Jesus had an itinerant ministry
throughout the area accompanied by a group of close followers,
and that he was widely reputed at least to have performed miracles
of exorcisms and healings. Historians do not deny that Jesus was
arrested during Passover time, that Jewish and Roman authorities
were both involved, and that Jesus died by crucifixion on the order
of the Roman governor Pontius Pilate. Most historians even
acknowledge that Jesus’ body was buried in a tomb and that soon

after His death, his followers had experiences they sincerely under-
stood to be appearances of the risen Jesus, alive from the dead.

The miracles and resurrection of Jesus
Of course, the central issue of biblical reliability is whether

Jesus Christ is the supernatural, risen Son of God, as the Gospels
and the rest of the New Testament proclaim. If He is, then
Christianity is true, and the Bible’s most important and astounding
claim is true. On the other hand, if Jesus did not rise from the
dead, or if we simply have no reason to think that He did, then a
giant question mark hangs over the Bible and the Christian faith.

Once again, the evidence has never looked better. For most of
the past two centuries, skeptics and humanists could get away with
dismissing the miracles of Jesus on the grounds that such things
simply don’t happen. Such dismissiveness seemed reasonable to
philosophers such as David Hume and Immanuel Kant, in whose
Western European early modern culture the reality of miracles
was mostly a matter of belief regarding miracles of the past.
However, as Christianity has become a global religion and in par-
ticular has grown exponentially outside of Europe, and as histori-
ans and anthropologists have studied miracles in Christian history
worldwide, it has become apparent that miracles like those per-
formed by Jesus are not mere curiosities of the past. Craig
Keener’s massive two-volume study of miracles published in 2012
documents literally thousands of miracle reports throughout histo-
ry and on every continent. 

In the light of this evidence, historians should take a fresh look
at the evidence for Jesus’ resurrection. Once one gets past preju-
dices against miracles in general, the evidence for the resurrection
becomes compelling. That Jesus was crucified is historically as cer-
tain as anything can be from that era. That Jesus’ followers were
convinced a few days later that He had risen from the grave is a
hard fact acknowledged by the vast majority of scholars. A year or
so later, a Pharisee named Saul (Paul) who opposed the Christian
movement himself testified that Jesus had appeared to him and
appointed him to preach the Christian message to Gentiles—peo-
ple that Paul had regarded as unclean. The best explanation for
these facts is that Jesus did, indeed, rise from the dead.

The evidence for the reliability of the Bible has never been
greater. We have surprising evidence that God exists, that He inter-
vened in history to reveal Himself to the Jews, and that Jesus Christ
died on the cross and rose from the grave, vindicating Himself as
the Son of God and confirming the
truth of the biblical message. †

This article has been reprinted with permission from
the May, 2012, issue of IRR, the newsletter for the
Institute for Religious Research in Grand Rapids,
MI. You may visit IRR online at www.irr.org.

churches in town, at least some of these have been held at the
large, local, ostensibly progressive college church. 

I figured there was only one way to test the claim that
Adventism either doesn’t teach this cultic material anymore, or
that I just experienced an extreme and unrepresentative form of
the teaching. I decided to sit in on the 2012 Revelation Today
seminars being beamed out to Adventist host sites around the
world. The seminars were being presented by a prominent
Adventist evangelistic ministry called It is Written. The presen-
ter was an Adventist pastor, the international director of It is
Written, John Bradshaw. I went to the Revelation Today website
and searched for a host location. There were three host sites and
five television stations in my vicinity showing the seminars,
including the Adventist cable station, Three Angels Broadcasting
Network (3ABN). 

In order to better be able to take notes, I opted to view the
seminars online where I had the option to pause and back up the
video stream. Below is a summary of my notes from 22 nights of
the Revelation Today seminars. For brevity, I have not covered
every topic covered in the seminars but have attempted to cover
the major points. Readers are encouraged to decide for themselves
if the Revelation seminars of today are anything like the
Revelation seminars of yesteryear—or, for that matter, anything
like the traveling medicine shows of the Victorian era. 

New facade, old content
I am first struck by how far the Revelation seminars have come

technologically. Gone are the carousel projectors and retractable
screens. They have been replaced by huge projection screens on a
stage at the Cashman Center in Las Vegas, Nevada. The screens
display the highest quality professional graphics. Among the
graphics displayed are easy-to-understand statistical charts and
real-time Twitter poll data from the world wide audience.
Audiences all over the globe are not only viewing live via satellite
and internet but also are interacting directly with the speaker as he
requests their input. Revelation Today is well named. It is truly a
Revelation seminar for the 21st century. Despite this high-tech
gloss, however, the content harkens back to an earlier time. 

On the first night Pastor Bradshaw begins by implying that
Christians either think they can’t understand Revelation or they
interpret it poorly. He demonstrates his point by referencing
Harold Camping’s failed end-of-the-world prophecies of May 21,
2011, and October, 2011. He also makes reference to other failed
end-time prophecies elsewhere, but he oddly fails to mention that
Adventism was founded on just such a failed prophecy predicting
the return of Christ on October 22, 1844. Despite beating up on
these failed predictions, he then spends most of the rest of the ses-
sion using the Bible to prove that we are living in the very last days
of earth’s history. To be fair, Bradshaw stresses that he isn’t setting
a specific date, but he is quite emphatic that the end is near. He
bolsters his claims with stories and statistics of wars, famines, pesti-
lences, earthquakes, hunger, disease epidemics, droughts, floods,
violence, leaps in technology, and false Christs. Bradshaw even
names David Koresh as a false Christ, but he fails to note that
Koresh and many of his followers had Adventist backgrounds and,
as an Adventist offshoot, Koresh’s clan shared some of Adventism’s
apocalyptic themes and prophecies.

The second night deals with what Bradshaw refers to as “The
Master Key to Bible Prophecy”. Evidently the master key is
Nebuchadnezzar's dream of a statue in Daniel 2, although it takes
Bradshaw 23 minutes of build-up before he finally reveals this
much-hyped “key”. The primary purpose of this session is to rein-
force his earlier assertion that we are living in the last days of earth’s
history. In making this point Bradshaw labors through 78 minutes
of fluffy filler ranging over such odd topics as tarot cards, psychics,
mediums, and the power of prayer. While he spends quite a bit of
time spinning an elaborately embellished story around
Nebuchadnezzar's dream, there is only the most cursory covering
of the actual 45 verses that make up this passage in the Bible.

At the next session our speaker urges us to attend every single day
because every presentation builds on the previous one. According to
Bradshaw the presentations are like building a beautiful house.
While I somewhat agree, I would say the presentations are more like
building a house of cards. They look good when assembled, but
when you pull out one single card, the whole structure collapses.
This collapse is because his teachings have no real biblical founda-
tion. Instead, Bradshaw employes flourishes that make his assertions
appear as if they might have a biblical basis, but that apparent foun-
dation doesn’t hold up to careful contextual scrutiny.

So how does Bradshaw pull off the illusion of presenting bibli-
cal material? This next session is an excellent illustration of a tactic
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I like being scared, and the Revelation seminars really scared me.
They always had so many good horror elements; I could count on
scary fantastical beasts, an apocalyptic storyline, villainous Sunday-
keepers bent on imprisoning and killing Sabbath-keepers, and
Satanic conspiracies. The slide show pictures were gripping, the
rhetoric urgent and inflammatory, and the carefully arranged Bible
verses ominous. Unlike a silly horror movie, however, this stuff
convinced me. I bought it all, just like the small town denizens
bought the snake oil. 

Basically, the progression of the meetings I went to in the 70s
and 80s went like this: the first night was usually spent examining
various “signs of the end” in the Bible, then tying those signs to
(then) current events. The speaker’s conclusion would always be
that we were at the very end of earth’s history. The next night
focussed on Nebuchadnezzar's dream of a statue foretelling the
progression of world history, again ending with the conclusion that
we were living at the very end of time. From Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream the speaker would move on to demonstrate that the major
issue of the end times would be one of true worship after which he
would introduce the unique Adventist view of the three angels in
Revelation 14 which embraced an 1844 investigative judgment to
determine who the true worshipers were. The evangelist would
follow this revelation with a call for people to come out of their
religious traditions before it was too late. 

The next sessions were usually devoted to establishing the cen-
trality of the Ten Commandments to the true worship of God, and
then the evangelist’s focus would shift to identifying the seventh-

day Sabbath as the primary end-time test that would reveal who the
true worshipers of God really were. Having identified true worship,
the speaker would then introduce a scary end-time scenario involv-
ing Catholic-led “Sunday-keepers” persecuting God’s true remnant
people: “Sabbath-keepers”. In this scenario, keeping the Sabbath
could result in imprisonment or death. Despite that frightening
future, however, those in attendance were exhorted to come over to
God’s side before it would be forever too late, and they would
receive the Mark of the Beast through “Sunday-keeping”. 

Scary stuff. One had the choice of being on God’s side and
being put to death, or of being on Satan’s and the Pope’s side and
being eternally lost—all determined by the day on which one
chose to worship. 

Revelation Today
Since leaving Adventism I’ve had a few opportunities to discuss

my childhood memories of Revelation seminars with current
members of the Adventist organization. They have uniformly told
me some variant of, “The church doesn’t teach that anymore” or
“You probably just grew up in one of those little conservative
churches that overdid it, but that’s not normal”. I’ve wondered
many times if those who insist this stuff isn’t taught anymore are
being entirely honest with me. I now live in what many consider to
be a bastion of more progressive Adventism, and yet I still receive
fliers for Revelation seminars nearly every year. While several of
the seminar series have been held at some of the smaller Adventist
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Satanic conspiracies.What does it mean for the heavens to declare the glory
of God? Even with only a vague idea of what God’s
glory is, we sense His greatness under a star-filled sky.

In the Bible, both David and Paul direct us to look to the skies and
learn of Him. There is something deep and fundamental about
God’s glory that the stars teach us, but how can we hear their mes-
sage? Specifically, what attributes of God’s glory do they declare? 

For what can be known about God is plain to them, because
God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever
since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made.
So they are without excuse (Rom. 1:19, 20).

From the texts above we see that God’s glory contains the fol-
lowing attributes: 

His Eternal Power
The stars tell us of vast distances, sizes, and energies that have

existed for a long time. Stars have immense power and longevity,
and they are constantly forming. Comprehending a star is chal-
lenging in itself, but when we begin to understand the immensity
of a single galaxy, we gain a tiny peek into eternity. In spite of what
we can observe, however, most of the stuff of the universe is made
of unknown material which is expanding at an accelerating rate,
and we don’t know why. 

His Divine Nature
God is just. The stars show us that His universe operates by

laws. These laws operate everywhere—at enormous distances, and
inside ourselves. In fact, the deeper we look, the more we see that
the universe has one origin. His laws rule it all. Natural law tells us
that He is just in everything He has made, and He will be just in
dealing with us.

God is faithful. He watches over His creation, for “He upholds
the universe by the word of His power” (Heb. 1:3). He loves to
make all heavenly bodies stay in their orbits. He is like an exuber-
ant little child with His supernova fireworks, making the worlds
orbit their stars again and again. Because of His joyful faithfulness,
we can practice good science because we can take for granted the
predictability of God’s natural laws sustained by His constancy.
Not only can we depend on His faithfulness to uphold the uni-

verse, but those who trust Him find that the joy of the Lord is
their strength, upholding them through life’s storms and shoals.

God is infinitely wise. Most of the universe is extremely hos-
tile to life. In contrast, our earth was created in a habitable zone
that supports liquid water and is friendly to life. This bio-friendly
environment is controlled even by the type of star we orbit and by
our optimum position in our galaxy. Many factors must be right
for earth to be habitable, and these reveal the wisdom of our
Creator. Only His wisdom could create life in a hostile place and
there make a beautiful home like ours. 

On the other hand, the impersonal brutality of nature con-
stantly reminds us that we need to hang our hopes on something
much greater than natural law. Natural laws without God are not
our friends, for the universe is a place of decay, predation, and
death. The doctrine of karma believes that nature will ultimately
give us what we deserve, and karma thus makes “everything
good.” If karma, however, rules nature and us, even though it may
seem just, in reality it offers no hope but condemns us all to a
meaningless death. The cruel justice of nature eventually grinds
us all down into powder.

Since creation reveals all this knowledge of God’s power and
divine nature to us, we have no excuse (Rom. 1:20). Nature points
away from itself to its true End, and if we are listening, we will find
that we desperately need something that is above all nature, some-
thing that is good and will finally overpower all else. We realize we
don’t need karma; we need grace. But there’s good news; some-
thing greater is already here! Are we listening?

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of
Christ. But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have, for “Their
voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of
the world.” Rom. 10:16

Paul here is quoting Psalm 19, yet he is writing about the gospel.
How can he say that the word has gone out? What has been heard?
The word from the stars is about God’s great justice, faithfulness,
and wisdom, and when we are able to listen to them, we feel our
painfully intense need for Him. When we pay attention to the
heavens, we’ll want to hear from Him personally and to know His
grace. All the works of God have this end: to point us to Him so
that we will seek His grace. We need the “testimony” of the Lord
to convert our souls and rejoice our hearts (Ps. 19:7,8). Nature

stars
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T he creaky, colorful
wagon rattled
along in the ruts

cut by countless other
wagons that had already
creaked across the prairie. The weary horse picked up its pace as
the clapboard town grew on the horizon, and the driver straight-
ened his lapels, smoothed his hair, and donned his silk top hat with
the brilliant red feather tucked in the band. Sharp eyes spotted the
wagon’s approach, and long before horse and man had reached the

town’s only street, children were streaming out of the school house
to greet the visitor and skip beside the wagon. 

It had been a long year in Deadwood, a town without much in
the way of entertainment, but finally the Medicine Show was back
with its patented miracle elixir! Some called the miracle medicine
“snake oil”, but that hardly mattered. During the next week the
town would gather to see the spectacle as the medicine man sold
his wares and entertained the crowd with music, stories, and magic
tricks. The Medicine Show was the highlight of the year. 

When I was a boy, the Revelation seminars held in the Seventh-
day Adventist church in which I grew up were something of an
annual highlight. Growing up in a small church in small-town
Iowa, I found very little that could be described as “exciting”. The
Revelation seminars, however, were events I could count on to tit-
illate and even thrill. The traveling evangelists would come to
town with their Kodak slide carousels, set up their portable projec-
tion screens, and proceed to mesmerize us. In some ways, those
events were much like the 19th century traveling “doctors”
described above. The traveling medicine shows were, if nothing
else, high entertainment in an otherwise mundane existence, and
so were the Revelation seminars of my youth.

Thrill of fear
Perhaps this is the place to admit a personal weakness. I’ve

always found that fear produces a delicious, even addictive thrill. I
guess that’s why I have an affinity for scary movies, even bad ones.
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 proclaims His unbreakable laws, but oh, how we need words of
grace and truth (Jn. 1:17). When we seek Him, He will speak to us
and show His greatest act of grace in the gospel. 

When Jesus was teaching a very hostile crowd ready to stone
Him (Jn. 10:37,38), He knew that His words were not enough for
some of the listeners. In His mercy, He pointed them to the works
He was doing which testified that He was one with the Father. He
told His disciples,

Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or
else believe on account of the works themselves (Jn. 14:11).

Piper and Spurgeon comment
Jesus is saying here, “If my verbal testimony is leaving doubts in

your mind about who I am, look at my works. Let the works join with
my words and lead you to faith.” (John Piper, www.desiringgod.org/
resource-library/sermons/doing-the-works-of-jesus-and-greater-works). 

Those stars are also the works of Jesus Christ, just as His mira-
cles were 2000 years ago when He was on earth. His sparkling
works testify of Him and of our vast need for Him. Without Him,
the stars speak of laws that only beat us down. Their message tells
of terror and death. With His testimony, however, they are lesser
lights to rule our nights as faithful beacons of hope. Let us hear
their silent words beckoning us to the bloody cross of Christ to
find His grace. His gospel is for the losers in nature’s lottery, for
the condemned, the broken, and the defective—for each of us.
Those that are whole have no need of a Physician, but we who
have been condemned must bow before the divine nature and
eternal power of Jesus Christ the Creator.

Spurgeon understood very well how the awesome beauty of
nature can lead us to seek mercy:

Science has a foundation, and so has religion; let them unite
their foundations, and the basis will be broader, and they will be
two compartments of one great fabric reared to the glory of God.
Let the one be the outer and the other the inner court. In the one,
let all look, and admire and adore; and in the other, let those who
have faith kneel, and pray, and praise. Let the one be the sanctuary
where human learning may present its richest incense as an offering
to God, and the other the holiest of all, separated from it by a veil
now rent in twain, and in which, on a blood-sprinkled mercy-seat,
we pour out the love of a reconciled heart, and hear the oracles of
the living God (CH Spurgeon, www.bible.cc/psalms/19-1.htm). †

Martin L. Carey grew up as an
Adventist in many different places,
including Tacoma Park, Maryland,
Missouri, and Guam, USA. During
daylight hours he works as a psycholo-
gist for a high school in San
Bernardino, California. He is also a
licensed family therapist. He is married
to Sharon and has two sons, Matthew,
10, and Nick, 24. He continues to pine
for clear, dark skies with eight different
telescopes up to 20”. Biblical research
and classical piano take up his remain-
ing energy. You may contact him at
martincarey@sbcglobal.net. 

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handi-

work. Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. There

is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard. Their voice goes out

through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. Ps. 19:1-4

Meanwhile in an alternate universe: "Mommy, why do we keep watching
this stuff?  We already KNOW that Jesus never fails!" (by Martin Carey)

Adventist Revelation seminars are known for their sensational
advertising art featuring lurid beasts and prophetic symbols
derived from Ellen White's Great Controversy and from current
events. This year seminar flyers have featured the ancient Mayan
calendar that ended with the year 2012. This year is also signifi-
cant because the Adventists have designated 2012 as the year dur-
ing which they plan to distribute 162,000,000 copies of The Great
Controversy worldwide. The book has been translated into all the
major languages of the world, and some of the versions have been
retitled and condensed, but it is still Ellen White's pivotal book
that shapes Adventist eschatology and biblical interpretation. We
offer Chris Lee's article in order to shed light on the persistent
and consistent content and nature of Adventist evangelism.
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Fundamental Belief #2. The Trinity: 
There is one God: Father, Son, and

Holy Spirit, a unity of three co-eternal
Persons. God is immortal, all-power-
ful, all-knowing, above all, and ever
present. He is infinite and beyond
human comprehension, yet known
through His self-revelation. He is for-
ever worthy of worship, adoration, and
service by the whole creation.

When I first heard critics say
that Adventism was trithe-
istic rather than truly

Trinitarian, I thought they were overre-
acting. Now, several years later, I have
come to the same conclusion after many discussions with Adventist
apologists on online forums.

The term Trinity has a very specific meaning within
Christianity. The word was created by the Christian Church in
order to describe a specific belief. Trinity comes from the Latin
word trinitas and it means “three in one”. The creation of the
word “Trinity” is linked to the theological understanding of the
Christian Church when forming the word. The orthodox
Christian belief, then and now, is that while God exists as three
distinct persons, God is still One Being. Seventh-day Adventists do
not use this definition of the word. 

Dr. Jerry Moon, perhaps the foremost Adventist scholar on this
subject, describes the Trinity in this way: “Unlike the multiple
gods of polytheism, the three persons of the biblical Godhead are
profoundly ‘one in purpose, in mind, in character, but not in per-
son.’ Thus, despite their individuality, they are never divided,
never in conflict, and thus constitute not three gods, but one
God.”1 The quote within this statement is directly from Ellen
White—and demonstrates, parenthetically, that she is being used
to define doctrine. Moon develops his thesis that the traditional
Christian Trinity is not biblical; rather, Ellen White’s “heavenly
trio” is the correct doctrine.

Arian roots
Adventists admit that most of their founders were not trinitarian.

Dr Moon states, “From about 1846 to 1888, the majority of
Adventists rejected the concept of the Trinity”2 In 1855, J. N.
Andrews, the namesake for the university that houses the Adventist
theological seminary, wrote, “The doctrine of the Trinity… was
established in the church by the council of Nice, A. D. 325. This
doctrine destroys the personality of God, and his Son Jesus Christ
our Lord. The infamous measures by which it was forced upon the
church which appear upon the pages of ecclesiastical history might
well cause every believer in that doctrine to blush.”3 James White
plainly expressed that he did not believe that Jesus was co-eternal
with the Father: “…the old unscriptural trinitarian creed, viz., that
Jesus is the eternal God.”4 As late as the 1919 Bible Conference L. L.
Caviness stated “It (divine glory) was not something he (Jesus) had
all through eternity, but the Father had some time given to him the

glory of God. He is divine, but he is
the divine Son. I cannot explain fur-
ther than that, but I cannot believe
the so called Trinitarian doctrine of
the three persons always existing.”5

Ongoing heresy
Today, Jerry Moon endorses at least

part of the Adventist founders’ view:
“Since the traditional doctrine of the
Trinity clearly contained unscriptural
elements, they rejected it.”6

Because of these early Arian views
and because of Ellen White’s conclu-
sion that the Trinity is a “heavenly

trio” (as examined in Moon’s paper),
Adventists have concluded that the view

that Christ is “co-eternal with the Father” and “equal to the
Father” without asserting the three Persons are of the same sub-
stance is Trinitarianism. 

The most recent Adventist Hymnal, published in 1985, includes
hymns that have been re-written to remove references to the
Trinity.7 The Bible paraphrase published by the Adventist church
publishing house rewords a number of passages related to the
Trinity.8 Adventist theologians continue to proclaim the orthodox
doctrine of the Trinity as unbiblical.9

This Adventist trinity is not the Christian doctrine of the
Trinity. Instead, it redefines “Trinity” to fit the legacy of its
founders and Ellen White’s pronouncement. 

The Adventist church cannot honestly refer to itself as
Trinitarian. †

1 Moon, Jerry, “The Quest for a Biblical Trinity: Ellen White’s “Heavenly Trio”
Compared to the Traditional Doctrine”
www.atsjats.org/publication_file.php?pub_id=241&journal=1&type=pdf

2 The Adventist Trinity Debate (2003) Andrews University Seminary Studies, Vol. 41,
No 1, 113-129.

3 March 6, 1855, Review & Herald, vol. 6, no. 24, page 185.
4 The Day-Star, January 24, 1846, 25.
5 1919 Bible Conference and Teachers Council Minutes,

www.swordofelijah.org/english/1919BibleConference.pdf
6 Moon, ibid.
7 Tinker, Colleen and Richard; Pitcher, Stephen, “Tell Me The Old, Old Story”,
Proclamation! Jan/Feb., 2005, p. 8. www.lifeassuranceministries.org

8 Pitcher, Stephen, “Is This Word Clear?”, Proclamation! Jan/Feb., 2009, p. 6.
www.lifeassuranceministries.org

9 www.cultorchristian.com/sdaadmissions.html
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and his wife Sheryl formally left the Adventist
chuch in 2004. Prior to this they had been
active in the Miamisburg and Wilmington,
Ohio, churches. They currently attend Living
Waters Lutheran Church in Springboro.

ADVENTISM’S FUNDAMENTAL BELIEF #2

TRINITY OR 
TRITHEISM?
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Adventism   E X A M I N E D
with Rick Barker

Through a series of events in my life that I believe the Lord
arranged, I called on my parents for help to pull my life together. I
was determined to join society and live productively, but I did not
turn from my life of sin. 

Some years later through the working of the Holy Spirit, I
began to be aware that while my life was staying together exter-
nally, I was miserable—and everything in which I was involved
would at best only distract me temporarily. I began to pray. This
was a strange experience for me. Because of my past assumption
that I was abandoning myself to serving Satan, I would pray that
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob would hear my prayer,
because I needed to be clear with all listening that I was commu-
nicating with God. 

Still believing that the true church was the Adventist religion,
that is where I returned. After a few years I had settled in and was
finding my place in the church and was even ordained as an elder,
but I still knew that I was not going to be saved. I knew that the
life of a productive church-going citizen was better than where I
had been, but I had not found anything of eternal value.

The road to freedom
Then, as I started to look at things from a perspective of allow-

ing myself to believe that the Adventist religion may have gotten
some things wrong, everything began to change. My heart was
being convicted by Jesus even while I was half-heartedly participat-
ing at our church. My dad had given me a set of tapes by Pastor
Chuck Missler. He gave them to me because of the engineering
bent that characterizes Missler’s presentations, and he knew I
would enjoy them. What I suspect he didn’t predict was that I
would hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and became dog-
matically convicted that Scripture is the inerrant word of God that
contains all that we need. The truth began to work in my heart,
and I began to perceive cognitively that salvation could never be
based on my merit.

Still, a couple years passed, and to my shame I thought, “Well, I
don’t believe everything Adventism teaches, but every church has
its problems and takes things too far at times.” I did not know
what I didn’t know.

But then I was given a son and was faced with the thought of
raising my boy in a religion that I did not believe, a religion that
had led me to throw so much of my life away. At that time two
books were significant for me. The first was Choosing Your Faith by
Mark Mittelberg. When I read that, it seemed that for the first
time I realized that my religion should be my choice, and a shift
took place in my thinking that opened the door for me to read the
next book, Truth Led Me Out by our beloved pastor Dale Ratzlaff.
Within a month we attended Trinity for the first time, and then
we experienced our first Former Adventist Fellowship (FAF) week-
end followed by becoming part of the FAF Friday night Bible
studies and, of course, Sunday FAF lunch.

The process of integrating into this new Christian community
seemed at times to progress more slowly for me than it did for my
wife, but as I read and heard Scripture, it did its work in my heart.
There have been layers of bad doctrine and lack of trust in my
security in Christ that the word has had to remove, but I now

know that I am saved by grace alone through faith alone in Jesus
Christ my Lord.  

Ministry
As I have shared my new faith with others, one of the common

responses from both Adventists and from Christians who disagree
with my efforts to discredit Adventist doctrine is that they believe
the differences between Adventism and Christianity are minor,
that we are all part of the same family serving the same Jesus, and
that we are making too big a deal about minor issues.

Such assessments are not the case. 
The true Adventist doctrine puts me back under the old

covenant and under the law of death according to Galatians. 
Adventism declares that I am not saved until the end of the

investigative judgment; the implicit meaning of this doctrine is that
when Jesus said, “It is finished,” it wasn’t.

It makes Satan the scapegoat and therefore the one who will
ultimately bear my sins and their punishment instead of my Lord
Jesus on the cross.

It makes me essentially a body rather than a spirit with a body,
and it puts me in the grave at death rather than with the Lord.

It once gave me peace in my sin because it taught me that hell
wouldn’t be “that bad”. I now rejoice in Christ’s mercy that has
rescued me from eternal punishment and separation from God.

Moreover, to put it mildly, Adventist doctrine modifies the Jesus
of the Bible.

These non-orthodox doctrinal errors all have their origin in or
are supported by the writings of Ellen G. White, and because fun-
damental Adventists, as were my parents, venerate her writings on
a level with Scripture, the religion must be labeled as a cult.

Is Christianity inclusive enough for this religion? 
In Matthew 7:13-14  Jesus said, “Enter by the narrow gate. For

the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and
those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way
is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.”

If we are in positions of teaching our children truth or of
defending our church family against the proselytizing evangelistic
efforts of Adventists, we have a God-given responsibility not to
withhold what we know but must contend for the faith and the
true gospel of Jesus. It’s a matter of eternal life and death. †
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Childhood

To my mother’s credit, I learned to read from the Bible.
While I did struggle with the old King James version that
we had at home, I recall being attracted to Scripture, and

by the age of six or seven I had prayed for Jesus to come into my
heart and forgive me of my sins. Whether I was born again at that
time or not is uncertain, but I felt a call on my heart to follow Jesus. 

Unfortunately, the sufficiency of Scripture was not part of the
Adventist program in our family, and I progressed into reading
from household favorites such as Patriarchs and Prophets and The
Great Controversy, to get the rest of the story. As I learned the
Adventist doctrine of insecurity and its version of progressive sanc-
tification, however, I became more and more saddened and dis-
couraged. My reading of Scripture had sharpened my awareness of
my own sin to such a degree that I knew I was incapable of achiev-
ing the righteousness required to stand before God when judged.
At the same time, to my discredit, I believed what I was being
taught without question, and the roots that I had been putting
down into the soil of the word dried up. 

I have learned only recently that when I was about seven my
mother was already losing confidence in the authority of Ellen
White; nevertheless, I was still raised from that time without any
direction away from Adventist doctrine. Why? I am not sure, but
perhaps her silence stemmed from her commitment to my dad or
to her family—or maybe she felt as I have known other Adventists
to feel: that there is room in “the Truth” for differences and that
we all worship the same Jesus. Therefore, the rationalization goes,
we are all sincere, and a loving God will see our sincerity and
reward us accordingly.

Fallen away
The theology that I had developed was as follows. I knew I was

a sinner and had found myself incapable of being without sin. That
was accurate as far as it went—but I learned that I would have to
face judgment one day for each of my sins. At its root this belief
taught me that I was responsible for my salvation. Moreover, with-
in my Adventist training, Satan had been elevated to a nearly god-
like being with the power to create certain life forms, and I learned
that serving him was the alternative to serving God. After all, the
Bible made it clear that there are only two alternatives when Jesus
said in Matthew 12:30, “Whoever is not with me is against me…”

In addition, my understanding of the final judgment and hell
was that I would be consumed and annihilated. I eventually grew
to accept that, since I was hopelessly sinful, I would serve myself
and Satan, finding as much pleasure as available to me, and ulti-
mately burn for a little while in hell. This fate compared to the
futile life of attempting to obey an impossible law seemed to be the
lesser of miseries. 

15 years in the pigpen
I spent the next 15 years in the pig pen of the world. These

years of abandonment to my sinful nature led me to a couple of
rehabilitation centers, to dealing with disease, and to a couple of
times in jail for multiple felonies. 

While none of these results was pleasant, they are not what I
remember as the worst experience of that time. I remember the
searing pain of living in a place of what I can only imagine some of
the agony of hell to be. My heart had become isolated from God. I
was completely without hope.
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Thanks for God’s Big Yellow Truck
I just had to tell Dale Ratzlaff

that his article on, “What’s in
God’s Big Yellow Truck?” was fan-
tastic. It took my husband and me
three days to get through it. We
were going back and then back
again and again, trying to under-
stand and to be clear in our minds
exactly what the Bible was saying.
After 50 years in the Adventist
church, it takes some doing and
some time for the Holy Spirit to
get through to us. But Praise God,
the Holy Spirit got through to us. I
love the way Dale laid it out so
plainly; I had been trying to pull it
all together, but I just could not do
it. This article was wonderful.
Thank you, thank you. The rest of
the magazine was great also; we
always look forward to getting it. I
wish it were not so long in between
issues. We just started getting your
magazine; I think this is the second
or third time we have gotten
it. Thank you so much again for all
your work in putting this magazine
out, it is much appreciated!

LOON LAKE, WA

Thank you for new birth article
Colleen Tinker’s last article was

such an eye-opener. Thank you for
your teachings. More and more,
through Proclamation!, I’m learning

who Jesus is. I have just turned 79,
but it’s never too late. I now know
to whom I belong. I’m still looking
for a church family. God bless you.

PEMBROKE PINES, FL

Taking exception to gospel
With all due respect for

Proclamation!, I really must take
exception with Ms. Tinker’s article
that our salvation “hangs entirely”
on our sinless Savior’s death, burial
and resurrection, to the exclusion of
any law-keeping on the part of Jesus’
actual life. Romans 5:10 was frus-
tratingly and without explanation,
dismissed out of hand which says
that we are indeed saved by both
His life and His death, and as a mat-
ter of fact, “how much more...shall
we be saved through His life.”…

It is of course true, that upon
believing in the cross-work of the
Redeemer, we are gifted with the
presence of the Holy Spirit, and we
are on solid ground to be incorrigi-
bly cheerful, per 1 Thessalonians
5:16 bidding us to “rejoice ever-
more” as He lives His life through
us. However, no matter how grand
the work of the Spirit in us is, we
will always fall short of perfection
this side of heaven (Phil. 3:12).
Ergo, our right standing before the
judicial bar of the Almighty, cannot
be based on any imperfect law-
keeping on our part—it is true, but
it does have everything to do with
the sinless, perfect law-keeping on
His part. For it is by His obedience,
that the many will be appointed
righteous (Rom. 5:19). He obeyed,
and thereby fulfilled the whole
moral law, amounting to a full and
sufficient righteousness for all to
whom it would be imputed.…

As happy as I am that CT
embellishes the death of Christ on
her behalf, I feel compelled to
ignite a storm of controversy within
her soul, suggesting that what may
be missing from her theology is
that His death is actually the climax
of a perfect life of righteousness
which is imputed to our account
(Rom. 3:21-22, 4:6, 11, 2 Cor.
5:21)…In just the same manner
that our sins being imputed to
Christ did not make Him (subjec-
tively) a sinner, neither does His
righteousness imputed to us make

us (subjectively) righteous. It is a
gift of righteousness (Rom. 5:17),
so that He may be called, “The
Lord Our Righteousness” (Jer.
23:6). Hence, salvation is not based
on the holiness of the one who
believes, but on the holiness of the
One in whom the sinner believes,
and that, therefore, includes the life
He lived, not just His death.

VIA EMAIL

Editor’s response: I believe the
writer above confuses the nature of
Christ’s righteousness and obedi-
ence and also the nature of the
righteousness imputed to us when
we believe. The above letter makes
the point that Christ’s righteousness
was demonstrated by His perfect
obedience to the law and that this
perfect obedience amounted “to a
full and sufficient righteousness for
all to whom it would be imputed.”
The writer also mistakes the “life”
of Jesus by which we are saved,
interpreting Romans 5:10 as sug-

gesting it was Jesus’ life of perfect
law-keeping prior to His death that
is the life that saves us.

I challenge the writer to find
one text of Scripture to support
these interpretations. To be sure,
Jesus’ life prior to His crucifixion
was sinless, yet Scripture does not
identify this “sinlessness” as being
defined by or tied to law-keeping. 

Romans 3:20 states that “by the
works of the Law no flesh will be
justified,” and this declaration
applies to Jesus in the flesh as well.
Moreover, the last part of this same
verse identifies the actual function
of the law: “through the law comes
the knowledge of sin.” In other
words, the law does not define
righteousness, nor does law-keep-
ing identify righteousness. Rather,

the law identifies sin. Jesus’ law-
keeping was the result of His sin-
lessness; it was not His law-keeping
that qualified Him as our
Substitute. 

Romans 3:21 further says the
righteousness of God has now been
manifested “apart from the Law”.
Moreover, this righteousness of
God which is “apart from the Law”
was witnessed, or foretold, by the
Law and the Prophets. In other
words, God’s righteousness (which
is the righteousness of Jesus, God
incarnate) is not defined by the law
or law-keeping. Rather, the law as
well as the prophets foreshadowed
this surpassing righteousness that is
above, beyond, and apart from law.
Jesus’ righteousness has nothing at
all to do with law, and His law-
keeping does not qualify Him as
our Substitute. 

Furthermore, the writer above
states that Jesus’ obedience to the
moral law is what is imputed to us
as righteousness, citing Romans

5:19. In fact, the context of Romans
5:19 has nothing to do with Jesus’
obedience to the law. Verse 18 con-
trasts Adam’s “one transgression”
which “resulted in condemnation to
all men” with Jesus’ “one act of
righteousness” which resulted in
“justification of life to all men.”
This one act of righteousness was
Jesus’ obedience to His Father in
dying on the cross. Verse 19
restates the contrast presented in
verse 18 in different words, stating,
“as through the one man’s disobedi-
ence the many were made sinners,
even so through the obedience of
the One the many will be made
righteous.” Contextually we cannot
conclude that the “obedience of the
One” is referring to law-keeping.
Instead, Paul is emphatically stating

L E T T E R S to the EditorS T O R I E S of Faith
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But Praise God, the Holy Spirit got through
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together, but I just could not do it. This

article was wonderful. 
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that Jesus’ obedience to die is how
we are made righteous, or justified. 

In fact, Paul continues in verse
20 to articulate again the purpose
and function of the law: “the Law
came in so that the transgression
would increase”.  

The righteousness imputed to us
is not righteousness related to law-
keeping, neither ours nor Jesus’.

Philippians 3:9 states that the right-
eousness we receive from Christ is a
righteousness that is not “derived
from the Law” but is, rather, that
“which comes from God on the
basis of faith”. In other words, our
imputed righteousness is the intrin-
sic righteousness of God; it is com-
pletely unrelated to the Law.

Romans 8 explains further that
we are saved by Christ’s resurrec-
tion life. When we are alive in
Jesus, we are made spiritually alive
by the same Spirit who raised Jesus

from the dead (Rom. 8:10-11) and
pass at that moment from death to
life (Jn. 5:24).  Jesus explained in
John 6 that He is the bread of Life,
that whoever eats and drinks his
body and blood has eternal life.
That eternal God-life is what we
receive when we believe. The
righteousness credited to our
account is Jesus’ Life, the unbro-

ken connection with the Trinity
that was lost when Adam and Eve
sinned. It is not “kept laws” that
God imputes to us; it is the Lord
Jesus Himself who hides us in
Him. It is the Lord Jesus whom
the Father sees when He looks at
us, and He credits Jesus’ eternal
Life to our account.

Beautiful!
What a beautiful spring

Proclamation!, Richard, and what
wonderful articles. You all are
great!! Thank you for your dedica-
tion to the Lord.

COEUR D’ALENE, ID

Subversive
I have no interest in your sub-

versive “ministry” and am embar-
rassed to find your publication in
my mailbox—as if I were a part of
your group.

BRYANT, AL

Prayed for
Bless you! I am so glad you are

God’s kids. It makes me happy we
are “relatives”!…You folks are
prayed for constantly. These times
are so greatly unstable. We are
constantly being amazed at the
changes that have been made.
“Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” God
bless you and keep you in all you
do. Love and prayers.

CUMMING, GA

Shame on you
I am sorry looking at your

magazine that you put down
EGW so many times. God did
make her a prophet for His
church—a messenger. If you don’t
believe in her, you don’t believe in
the Bible. Shame on you!

SACRAMENTO, CA

Editor’s response: From an
Adventist perspective, I couldn’t
agree with the above writer more!
Adventists understand the Bible
from an EGW hermeneutic, and
they believe Ellen White was
inspired exactly as were the Bible
writers. Roger Coon, past direc-
tor of The White Estate, wrote a
lengthy series of articles entitled
“Inspiration/Revelation: What It
Is and How It Works” which
were printed in The Journal of
Adventist Education between
October, 1981, and March, 1982.
In his final summary he makes
this statement: “Ellen White was
inspired in the same manner and
to the same degree as were the
Bible prophets.” It is disingenu-
ous for Adventism to claim that
Ellen White’s work is not regard-
ed as Scripture while simultane-
ously asserting her inspiration was
in the same manner and to the
same degree as the Bible writers’.
This work of Coon’s is accessible
online at The White Estate at
this address: www.whiteestate.org
/issues/rev-insp.html

Discredited like you 
The only true and genuine

official exponent of Seventh-day
Adventism is the General
Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists, not the disgruntled
members who are confused and
don’t have the ability to put
together two coherent thoughts.

In the Spring, 2012 issue, you
have an article by Cherie Skrivan.
The poor woman must be so
traumatized by her dysfunctional
family and upbringing that she is
totally confused. In her article
“My Two Worlds Collided”, if
every time she used the word
“Sabbath” it were replaced with
“murder”, “adultery”, or with any
of the other nine command-

ments, if you have an average IQ,
you’d discover how little sense
her article makes and how silly
she looks. 

I have done that with a couple
of editorials by Colleen. I had
great fun doing it; it’s too bad
that Colleen’s hatred and
Sabbath-phobic attitude has
blinded her understanding.

About Carolyn Macomber: if
what she writes reflects, even par-
tially, her experience as an
Adventist, I pity her as she is the
most ignorant of all Seventh-day
Adventists I have ever encoun-
tered. Expressions like “I had
been robbed of the most impor-
tant kingpin of my faith…
Adventism had taught me to min-
imize the resurrection,” just to
mention one, show that she never
received any Bible studies, read
any of our books, or even read
her Sabbath School Quarterly!

And you believe her and pub-
lish that rubbish. If any serious
publication did that, it would
instantly be discredited,
well…just like you are! 

SANGER, CA

Ministry behind bars
I use your material in ministry

here with those who seek right-
eousness through Christ vs. the
law. Thank you!

BLYTHE, CA

Personal encouragement
I thank you so much for send-

ing the back issues of
Proclamation! What a wonderful
surprise! I am learning a lot
about the problems that legalism
causes and finding so much per-
sonal encouragement reading the
testimonies of transformed lives
through Jesus’ blood and resur-
rection. Thank you for all the
work you do for my brothers and
sisters in Christ.

YUCAIPA, CA

MAIL LETTERS TO THE EDITOR TO:
Editor, Proclamation! Magazine
P.O. Box 905
Redlands, CA 92373

OR EMAIL EDITOR:
proclamation@gmail.com

MISSION
To proclaim the good news of
the new covenant gospel of
grace in Christ and to combat
the errors of  legalism and false
religion.

MOTTO
Truth needs no other foundation
than honest investigation under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit
and a  willingness to follow truth
when it is revealed.

MESSAGE
“For by grace you have been
saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves, it is a gift of God;
not of works, that no one should
boast.” Ephesians 2:8,9

I am sorry looking at your magazine that

you put down EGW so many times. God

did make her a prophet for His church—a

messenger. If you don’t believe in her, you

don’t believe in the Bible. Shame on you!
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Does a person who was baptized as an infant by sprin-
kling need to be re-baptized by immersion when he/she is
old enough to make a decision for Christ?

Several things need to be considered. Historically the
church has held differing views on baptism. Some see a
parallel between infant baptism and infant circumcision

practiced in the Old Testament as an entrance sign into the
covenant/church. Often those who practice infant baptism
have a confirmation program where young members can learn
the gospel and what it means to be a Christian. This program
gives them the opportunity to confirm personally what took
place when they were infants.

There is an interesting—and I believe helpful—teaching on
baptism in the Didache (the teaching of the twelve apostles).
This teaching was written very early1 in the history of the
church: “Now concerning baptism, baptize as follows: after
you have reviewed all these things, baptize ‘in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit’ in running
water. But if you have no running water, then baptize in some
other water; and if you are not able to baptize in cold water,
then do so in warm. But if you have neither, then pour water
on the head three times ‘in the name of Father and Son and
Holy Spirit’”.

Generally speaking I believe that a person should be old
enough to accept Christ knowingly and to be baptized by
immersion. I believe this is the method taught in the Bible and
best expresses the real meaning of baptism—union with Christ
in his death and resurrection. Baptism also serves as a public
declaration of one’s faith.

However, I believe there are exceptions for certain circum-
stances. I have been teaching a little seasonal church group at
an RV Resort in Casa Grande, going through the book of
Romans. When we finished the first lesson on Romans 6, one
couple who recently accepted Christ wanted to be baptized.

About three weeks earlier, the wife had undergone surgery on
her neck. The doctor made mistakes, cut an artery, and was
unable to finish the operation. She was wearing a neck brace
and was unable to turn her head or to put any stress on her
neck. Considering their request and their circum-
stances, we had a little baptismal service in which
we poured water on their heads. We sensed the
presence of the Holy Spirit as they publicly
confessed Christ as their Lord and Savior. 

I believe substance always trumps form,
and reality supersedes ritual. He who
believes has eternal life. †

1 Between AD 50-AD 80, The Apostolic Fathers, Second
Edition, Baker Book House, p. 146-147. 

Dale Ratzlaff is the founder of Life Assurance Ministries
and Proclamation! magazine.
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Dale and Carolyn Ratzlaff have authored five books concerning Adventism: Sabbath
in Christ—a volume that explains new covenant Sabbath rest, Cultic Doctrine of
Seventh-day Adventism—explores the unique doctrine of a pre-advent judgment
that decides eternal destinies, Truth About Adventist “Truth”—a little book that’s
perfect to give to Christians that need to understand Adventism, Truth Led Me
Out—in which Dale Ratzlaff tells his own story of following Jesus, no matter the
cost, and My Cup Overflows—Carolyn’s autobiography. Each of these books is avail-
able at Ratzlaf.com or by phoning 800-355-7073, or 520-836-9790.

LIFE ASSURANCE
MINISTRIES

L E T T E R S to the Editor

Is sprinkling good enough?

Ask the   P A S T O R

Pastor Gary Inrig baptizes former Adventist Michael Hicks in the
Jordan River during a tour of the Holy Land in 2008.



Net ’95—Adventist evangelism was morphing.
No longer limited to live local events,

Revelation Seminars were going global. Adventist
venues around the world were installing receivers
so local groups could all watch as Mark Finley
delivered the first satellite broadcasts of a full-scale
evangelistic outreach. 

Still Adventists but actively questioning and
studying, Richard and I agreed to do special music
for a Friday evening Net ’95 presentation at a local
Adventist church. Neither of us had been to an
Adventist evangelistic meeting since childhood,
and we were curious. 

After the preliminaries and our flute-trombone
duet, the video opened with footage from one of
Finley’s travels to the Holy Land, and he moved
seamlessly into his presentation. I have no memory
of the specific topic that night. The memory I do
have, however, is of my growing frustration as he
threw text after proof-text onto the screen, rapidly
bolstering his arguments with fragments of verses
lifted out of context. 

I tried to take notes; the texts came too fast and
the references stayed on the screen too little time for
me to jot down the phrases he quoted, sometimes
using only parts of sentences in order to get just the
words he needed to make his points. 

Richard and I had already been studying the
Bible with our Christian neighbors for several
months, and we had discovered the power of read-
ing Scripture in context, one whole chapter at a
time, until we completed the whole book. Sitting
through Mark Finley’s carefully-crafted pitch using
out-of-context Scripture fragments without allow-
ing the audience any possibility of turning to the
passages in their own Bibles was both horrifying
and clarifying.

We realized that, despite the “high tech” satel-
lite broadcasting, the method and content of
Finley’s presentation was almost identical to the
evangelistic crusades our local conferences pro-
duced when we were kids: same proof-texting,
same fast-paced “sales pitch” delivery, same sensa-
tional, fear-inducing language, same agenda. At the
same time, we both left that meeting knowing for
sure that the Bible made sense and was deeply
compelling—if one read it in context. The
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The Adventist pick-and-choose method of using
Scripture was deceitful and confusing. 

Confusion by Satellite
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For further   S T U D Y
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Adventist pick-and-choose method of using
Scripture was deceitful and confusing. An unsus-
pecting person would be carried along by the fast-
paced preaching and visuals and would be unable
even to formulate questions about what he or she
had just watched. We would not be returning for
any more Net ’95 installments; we had discovered
God’s word, and it was far more satisfying than the
flashy, mesmerizing presentations by one of
Adventism’s top evangelists.

Today nothing has changed—except the updat-
ed technology. In this issue Chris Lee tells of
watching via the internet a 2012 Revelation Today
seminar with John Bradshaw—and finding that the
content and its progression is still the same as that
of the “crusades” of his youth, while Haroldo
Camacho shows from The General Conference
Working Policy that what Adventism calls the
gospel—is not. Dale Ratzlaff’s study on Romans
3:21-26 tells what Jesus really did on the cross, and
Robert Bowman explains how we can know the
Bible is completely reliable. Martin Carey reflects
on Psalm 19 and its declaration of the gospel, and
regular columnists Rick Barker, Chris Lee, and
Carolyn Macomber challenge us to know what
Adventism teaches and to submit our minds and
hearts to the gospel of the Lord Jesus. 

Our prayer for you as you read this issue of
Proclamation! is that you will allow God’s word to
plant you deeply in truth and reality. Deception
and false gospels flourish behind many pious-
sounding words, but only God’s word in Scripture
is truth. Don’t take the word of a persuasive speak-
er; let Scripture alone instruct you. God is faithful,
and He will not trick you nor lead you astray. The
truth will set you free (Jn. 8:32). †

See you at the Summer Conference
The Former Adventist Summer Conference 2012 in St.

Joseph, Michigan, is almost here! Convening at The Chapel at
4250 Washington Ave., St. Joseph, from July 27-29, 2012, the
weekend will cost $40 ($50/couple) and will feature Pastors Phil
Bubar and Corey Kugel, Richard and Colleen Tinker, Carolyn
Macomber, and Ben and Delina McPhaull. 

The opening meeting on Friday night will feature Phil
Bubar speaking on “It’s How You View the Blood” and will
conclude with a Q and A panel with Phil Bubar, Colleen Tinker
and Carolyn Macomber with Richard Tinker moderating.

Saturday will open with Corey Kugel speaking on the inerran-
cy of Scripture followed by Ben McPhaull teaching how to study
the Bible. Colleen Tinker will present “Sabbath Revisited” just
before lunch, and in the afternoon Phil Bubar will present a talk
entitled “Worldview Alignment Needed”. Two more talks by
Colleen Tinker will precede supper: “The Great Controversy
Examined” and “What’s So Important About Our Spirit?”

The evening will conclude with testimonies and communion
led by Phil Bubar. 

All are invited to attend church on Sunday morning at The
Chapel followed by a no-host lunch at a local restaurant.

Sunday evening launches a two-night seminar for the local
Christians in the area; those who attended the Former Adventist
conference are welcome to stay for these meetings as well. 

Sunday evening will include Carolyn Macomber presenting the
historical implications of Adventism. Ben McPhaull will explain
the prophetic role of Ellen G. White within Adventism, followed
by role-playing during which Phil Bubar and other presenters
demonstrate the ways Adventists answer Christians when ques-

tioned about their beliefs. Colleen Tinker will give a synopsis of
the Adventist worldview, and the meeting will conclude with a Q
and A panel with Phil Bubar, Colleen Tinker, Carolyn Macomber,
Ben McPhaull, and Richard Tinker moderating. 

Monday evening will include Colleen Tinker explaining the
significance of Sabbath within Adventism as well as the Adventist
understanding of the human spirit. The evening will conclude
with another Q and A panel with Phil Bubar, Colleen Tinker and
Carolyn Macomber with Richard Tinker moderating. 

To register for the weekend, call (269) 429-1041, or mail
your check for $40 to The Chapel, 4250 Washington Ave., St.
Joseph, Michigan, 49085, and mark it Former Adventist
Summer Conference 2012. 

Ratzlaff’s announce Gospel Tour
Dale and Carolyn Ratzlaff are going on a Gospel Tour this

summer. The tour will begin in July and end in September.
Their first stop will be Rexburg Idaho on July 4 and 5. Other
stops include Calgary, Alberta, Canada; Fairbanks and
Anchorage Alaska; Vancouver and Walla Walla Washington;
Scappoose and Reedsport, Oregon; Paradise, Morgan Hill, and
Redlands, California. 

If you are near one of these locations and would like to be
involved in or attend a presentation, please contact Dale by
phone or text at 623-377-3090 for dates and meeting location.
Presentations may include the following: “A Comparison
between Adventism and Evangelical Christianity”, “Sabbath in
Christ”, or a gospel message. Please pray for Dale and
Carolyn's health and safety and for God's provision for these
important meetings. Updates: www.ProclamationMagazine.com

M I N I S T R Y News
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Thank you for your help
We praise God and thank you for the sacri-

ficial support that has enabled us to get this
issue of Proclamation! printed and mailed. We
are entering the summer months which are
always difficult financially. Please pray with us
that God will impress those whom He knows
should give, and we pray that God will bless
and provide richly for each of you who support

this ministry with your prayers and with your monetary gifts. 
We know that God owns the cattle on a thousand hills (Ps.

50:10), and we are asking Him once again to sell a couple of
them to make it possible to produce the last two issues of 2012. 

We pray that God will guide Life Assurance Ministries, that
He will keep each of us faithful and submitted to Him and to
His will and His word, and that the Lord Jesus will glorify
Himself through Proclamation! magazine and bring the freedom
of the gospel to many who are in bondage—even to those who
do not recognize their bonds. 

FORMER ADVENTIST FELLOWSHIP CONFERENCE

Michigan
Summer 2012
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I ’ve spent five months researching and
writing an article on Adventist
Revelation Seminars, five months

immersed in darkness. That’s a large dose of
bad medicine. As I confided to some close
friends, I feel old, worn out. What I need
now is some Good Medicine. What I need
more than anything is the real Gospel, the
Good News.

First, I need to embrace the bad news
to understand just how good the Good
News really is. It’s like this. I was dead in
my sin. Not just metaphorically “dead”,
but literally and truly dead. That immate-
rial part of me, my spirit, that can com-
mune with God who is Spirit, was dead
and separated from him. I walked in sin,
going along with the worldly system that
Satan has set up. The truth is, Satan was
at work in me, and I was continually dis-
obedient to God. I was just like everyone
else in the world, trying to be my own god
and do things my own way, the way I
thought was best. In fact, as a dead man,
that was my very nature. That was who I
really was. I rightly deserved nothing but
the wrath of a Holy God, just like every-
one else. That’s the bad news.

Here’s the Good News. God’s mercy is
mind blowing. He has such great love that
He loves me despite who and what I was.
Even while I was still dead, He sovereignly
chose to pay the price for my sin, to bring
my spirit to life, and to place me in com-

munion with
Himself. It was
an act of pure, unmerited favor.
God saved this dead sinner and
raised me up with Jesus so that I am
with Jesus in the heavenly places. I
am alive and with Him! 

Why did God do this? The
only answer is that He did it so
that through all eternity He will
be glorified because of the riches
He’s showered upon me. He did
it so that His unmerited grace
and kindness to me through
Jesus are displayed to all. 

My salvation is completely by
unmerited, undeserved grace
through faith, but that faith
doesn’t come from me. Even
faith is God’s gift to me. None
of this is based on anything I’ve
ever done or ever will do. If I
had done anything, then I would
have some bragging rights, but
all the credit goes to God. 

See, I’m God’s masterpiece
of grace. Like an artist, He took
the raw mess that I am and
crafted something completely
new in Jesus. God had a pur-
pose for His art. Since before
time began God was preparing
good things for me to do. He’s
the artist, and I’m the medium
He works in. 

God chose to take a dead
man, deserving of wrath,
brought me to life, gave me
faith, transformed me, and is
now doing good things through
me. I’m a product of His crafts-
manship from start to finish. It’s
all about Him, all by Him, and

all for His glory. In that assurance I am refreshed and healed.
God’s sovereign grace is Good News. 

If you need a little dose of the good stuff, try reading
through Ephesians 2:1-10 and making it personal. That’s what I
just did, and I can tell you, it’s Good Medicine. †
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Chris Lee lives in Lincoln, Nebraska with his wife, Carmen, and daughters, Ashlyn and Alyssa. They attend the
Lincoln Berean Church. Chris is a self-described “theology junkie” whose mission is to proclaim the unfathomable
grace of Christ in a clear, understandable, and Biblical way. Chris is the editor of the Proclamation! Blog at
ProclamationMagazine.com. You may contact Chris by email at ambulater@gmail.com.

The life   A F T E R with Chris Lee
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God chose to take a dead man,

deserving of wrath, brought me to

life, gave me faith, transformed

me, and is now doing good things

through me. I’m a product of His

craftsmanship from start to finish.


