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M I S S I O N
To proclaim the good news of the
new cove n a nt gospel of gra ce in
Ch rist and to co m b at the errors of
legalism and false re l i g i o n .

M OTTO
Truth needs no other fo u n d at i o n
than honest inve s t i g ation under
the guidance of the Holy Sp i rit and
a willingness to fo l l ow truth when
it is reve a l e d.

M E S S AG E
“For by gra ce you have been save d
t h rough faith; and that not of yo u r-
s e l ve s, it is a gift of God ; not of
wo rk s, t h at no one should bo a s t .”
Ephesians 2:8,9 
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them (Luke 24:33). Matthew heard directly from
Jesus how the Old Testament pointed to His suf-
ferings and death and what His death meant for
sinners.

“And He said to them,‘These are the wo rd s
which I spo ke to you while I was still with yo u,
t h at all things must be fulfilled which we re wri t-
ten in the Law of Moses and in the Prophets and
in the Psalms about Me.’ And He opened their
mind to understand the Scri p t u re s. And He said to
t h e m ,‘So it is wri t te n , and so it be h ooved Ch rist to
s u f fer and to rise from the dead the third day, a n d
t h at re pe nt a n ce and remission of sins should be
p roclaimed in His name among all nat i o n s, be g i n-
ning at Je ru s a l e m .’ ” ( Lu ke 24:44-47)
Therefore, as we read Matthew’s gospel, there

should be no doubt that Matthew is writing with
Jesus’ words in mind. It must
be assumed that when
Matthew refers to the
Law, his direct purpose
and intention is to
show that the Law was

Jesus reveals his mission in Matthew 5

The law fulfilled
H A R O L D O  C A M A C H O The many references to the Law and the

Old Testament in the Gospel of
Matthew indicate that Matthew wrote

this “Good News” with the Jewish reader in mind.
His purpose was to introduce Jesus Christ “the son

of David, the son
of Abraham”
(Matt. 1:1) to both
the children of
the seed and of
the faith of
Abraham.

Thus, one
needs to read this
gospel first as a
Jewish reader

might, informed by the many narratives of the Old
Testament and its teachings from the Law, the
Prophets, and the Psalms.

In Matthew’s time, believers were aware that
Jesus understood the Old Testament Scriptures
were fulfilled in Him. The gospel of Luke tells us
that Matthew himself had been in the upper room
when Jesus, after His resurrection, came in among
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…in Deute r o n o my the blessings are
conditional upon the people keeping the
l aw, but Mat t h ew has Jesus pronouncing
His blessings upon whoever is there
l i s tening to His wo r d s.

Ha roldo Ca m a c h o was bo rn to an Adve ntist pasto r’s family in Ca rt a g e n a , Co l o m b i a , and holds
a Ph . D. in theology. He emigrated to the Un i ted St ates early in his life with his pare nt s. He
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years until 1991. Si n ce 1993 he has been teaching and writing about the gospel as a
l ay person in the So u t h e rn Ca l i fo rnia are a . He has three adult children and wo rks as a
Ce rtified Co u rt Inte rp re ter for the Judicial Council of the St ate of Ca l i fo rn i a .
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The moment is branded on my memory. It wa s
May, 1 9 9 6 , and Ri c h a rd and I we re sitting in a meet-
ing of the San Diego chapter of the Adve nt i s t
Fo ru m .We and Ri c h a rd’s uncle and aunt had dri ve n
d own to hear the family’s “black sheep”, Dale Rat z l a f f,
g i ve a pre s e nt ation on the New Cove n a nt . Al t h o u g h
our uncle had come pre p a red to challenge his

cousin Da l e, he was silent . Da l e’s delive ry wa s
ca l m , c l e a r, and cog e nt, and there was a pal-
pable sense of reve re n ce in the roo m . Eve ry
d i s s e nting vo i ce was still.

Dale had drawn two diagrams on a white bo a rd.
One demonstrated the te rms of the Old Cove n a nt
in which God made an agre e m e nt with the pe o p l e
of Is ra e l . God promised to bless His pe o p l e’s obe d i-
e n ce, and they promised to obey Him.The seco n d
d i a g ram illustrated the te rms of the New Cove n a nt .
God promised to bless His people and give them
new heart s, and the people…but that was the
a s tonishing thing: the people we re not invo l ved in
the agre e m e nt! Inste a d, the Father made His agre e-
m e nt with the So n .

Je s u s, the ete rnal God, took on humanity, and as
our substitute, He gave God pe rfe ct obe d i e n ce. No t
only did He give God the only pe rfe ct obe d i e n ce
a ny human had ever delive red in the histo ry of the
e a rt h , but He also took unto Himself all the sin His
human brothers and sisters had ever or would eve r
co m m i t, and He be came the pe rfe ct sacri f i ce for sin
God re q u i re d.

Because He was human, I suddenly realized,
Jesus could represent me perfectly to the Father.
Because He was God my Creator, Jesus had the
power and authority to offer perfect obedience
and to take responsibility for my sin. The New
Covenant is better than the old one because it
doesn’t depend upon my keeping its terms. Jesus
keeps the New Covenant for me. His promises are
better than mine. Because He and the Father are
the two parties in this agreement, I am saved
from my own unfaithfulness. I can trust my Savior,

the Lord Jesus, to be eternally faithful to the
Father and also to me.

Tears blurred my sight .For the first time in my life
I understood that I had absolutely no role in ke e p-
ing God’s cove n a nt with me—in fact, I was not eve n
p a rt of the agre e m e nt . Jesus did it for me! My life-
long paradigm of salvation changed in that instant .

As Dale paused for an inte rm i s s i o n , I wa n d e re d
i nto the hallway,stifling my urge simply to cry. A
woman I knew we l l , with whom I had sat on many
co m m i t tee meetings for the magazine I helped pro-
d u ce,met me, her own eyes full of te a r s.

“ Is n’t this wo n d e rf u l ? ”she said to me inte n s e l y,
echoing my own re a ct i o n s.“The Holy Sp i rit was in
t h at roo m ! ”

From that day I began to re a l i ze that Jesus fully
and co m p l e tely did what I could never pro m i s e, l e t
alone delive r:He fulfilled the law.His life, d e at h , a n d
re s u rre ction met eve ry one of its demands.As I po n-
d e red what Jesus has done, I began to ex pe ri e n ce
w h at 2 Co ri nthians 3:14-16 descri be s : the veil which
had clouded my mind as I vainly tried to “be good”
began to lift . As I loo ked dire ctly at Je s u s, I discove re d
t h at the spiritual confusion and cog n i t i ve dissonance
which had defined my ex pe ri e n ce eva po rate d.

When a package co ntaining Da l e’s two boo k s, Th e
Cultic Doct rine of Seve n t h - d ay Ad ve n t i s t s and Sa b b a t h
In Cri s i s ( n ow expanded and republished as Sa b b a t h
in Ch ri s t) arri ved unex pe ctedly on the first Sa b b at h
of the next month (how appro p ri ate ! ) ,Ri c h a rd and I
we re re a dy to re a d.As I began to understand the
new cove n a nt, I re a l i zed that Jesus was the answe r
to eve ry question I had.The law? The Sa b b ath? God’s
ex pe ct ations of me? Th ey all we re answe red and ful-
filled in Je s u s.He was all I needed! 

In this issue Haroldo Camacho explains how
Jesus revealed and explained His mission as the
l aw’s fulfillment in the Se rmon on the Mo u nt .Ma rk
Ma rtin discusses what Jesus meant by saying He
was Lo rd of the Sa b b at h , and we int rod u ce Kenneth
Bra nt l ey with his answers to seven Sa b b ath ques-
t i o n s. Re be c ca Lo rey tells her sto ry of finding pe a ce
for her hurting heart, and Pat Da rnell shares her
longing for her son to kn ow co m p l e te freedom in
the New Cove n a nt .We also look at Adve nt i s m’s non-
t ri n i t a rian roots and see how this bias is still re f l e ct-
ed in the churc h’s hy m n a l .

I praise God for keeping His cove n a nt with me. I
p ray that He will glorify Himself in my life and also in
yours as we grow in trust and surrender to His fin-
ished wo rk on our be h a l f.

Editor’s C O M M E N T S

For the first time in my life I understood that I
had absolutely no role in keeping God’s
covenant with me—in fact, I was not even part
of the agreement.

Jesus keeps the covenant for me C O L L E E N  T I N K E R
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find what I was loo king for in the Sa b b ath school lesson or
books I read (mainly from the Review and He ra l d
Publishing As s oc i at i o n , be cause they we re the only ava i l-
able books to re a d ) . I pe r s eve red in the Adve ntist life s ty l e,
going to Adve ntist schoo l s, m a rrying an Adve ntist man. I
did all the ri g ht things and loo ked the part of a succe s s f u l
Adve nt i s t, but I was not any more assured of my salvat i o n
nor was I any closer to God as a result of my ca reful choic-
e s. I would pray, t h o u g h , t h at God would help me have the
re l ationship I longed for so much and never seemed ca p a-
ble of achiev i n g.

Th e n , in the fall of 1997, my husband was asked to play
the drums for a new outreach prog ram called “Oa s i s”at
K e t te ring Seve nt h - d ay Adve ntist church in Kette ri n g,Oh i o.
Being the suppo rt i ve wife, I started to go with him each
we e k .The message being taught there was not at all what

I g rew up in a ty p i cal Adve ntist home except fo r
the fact that my pare nts divo rced when I wa s
just 4 or 5 years old. My bro t h e r s, s i s te r, and I

g rew up with my dad and at tended SDA schoo l s.We
we re a distant and somewhat unemotional family.
Coupled with my pare nt s’d i vo rce, these factors led to a
sense of abandonment and re j e ct i o n . I despe rate l y
clung to my belief in Ch rist from an early age be ca u s e
t h at was the only place I found hope. I have vivid mem-
o ries of crying to God and feeling he was close to me
when I was still quite yo u n g.

Un fo rt u n ate l y,as I was being taught Adve ntist doc-
t rine as I grew up, I began hearing things that we re
upsetting to me. I can vividly re call being told that Je s u s
and the angels would not be with me if I we nt into a
m ovie theater or bar. I even re call a pict u re of angels
hiding their eyes as they stood outside a bar and cri e d
for the man inside.God would not be with me always,
even unto the ends of the wo rl d. I also re m e m ber a ve ry
s pecific discussion on the need to be pe rfe ct to get into
h e aven be cause I would have to stand be fo re God with-
out an inte rce s s o r, and pe rfe ction was the standard. I
n ever would kn ow when my name would come up
be cause Jesus was up in the most holy place judging us
ri g ht now.Needless to say, these be l i e fs just added to
my fear of abandonment, and I never really fe l t
a s s u red of my salvat i o n .

I seemed to hit a wall in my re l ationship with
Je s u s. I felt God, not just my family, would aban-
don me, too. I kept loo king for the assura n ce
people talked abo u t, but I was never able to

R e be c ca Lo rey is an oc c u p ational therapist and
wo rks at Kette ring Me d i cal Ce nter in Kette ri n g,
Oh i o. She lives with her husband Michael and their
t h ree children in West Ca rro l l to n , Oh i o.Th ey have
at tended So u t h b rook Ch ristian Ch u rch in
Ce nte rville for over three ye a r s. Ph o to by JD Brow n .

S T O R I E S of Faith
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I heard on Sat u rd ay morn i n g s.The co n cept of
g ra ce and a life outside the rules and re g u l at i o n s
(legalism) of Adve ntism we re being taught . I
s t a rted reading the books that we re being used
by the team to pre p a re these prog ra m s, and my
h e a rt began to fill.

We we re blessed with friends that we re also
questioning some of our Adve ntist be l i e fs.Gre g
Tay l o r, a fo rmer pastor at the Kette ring churc h ,
had left Adve ntism by this time. Upon his depar-
t u re he shared a letter on the Inte rnet ent i t l e d,
“An Open Le t ter to Our Friends and Fa m i l y.” (This letter is curre nt l y
po s ted on w w w. fo rm e ra dve nt i s t. co m.) Be cause he had been a fo r-
mer pastor here in tow n ,his letter had a big impact in our churc h
co m m u n i ty.This lette r, while we personally hadn’t read it at that
po i nt, was the basis for many of our debates about what we
be l i eved re g a rding Adve nt i s m .

Gra d u a l l y, the years of conditioning and teachings of error be g a n
to fade away, and God’s simple truths shone thro u g h . I had fo u n d
w h at I was longing for all my life. I began to have a diffe re nt view of
the “Gre at Co nt rove r s y.”Ye s, t h e re is a wa r, but the bat t l e g round is
for my heart, and God wa nts me to be alive and vibra nt, not fe a rf u l .
My heart is the tre a s u re of gre at va l u e. He is not up in heaven loo k-
ing cri t i cally at me to see if I make even one mistake but is despe r-
ately fighting for my heart .

I was like Ci n d e re l l a , a wo rt h l e s s, d i rty, s e rva nt girl , and Jesus wa s
my “ Pri n ce - Ch a rm i n g,”my Re s c u e r, my Sav i o r. He not only re s c u e d
m e, He died for me.He died that my heart can be made whole and
a l i ve again. Seve ral times Jesus uses the analogy of a bri d e g roo m
and bride to help us understand his love for us. His is a love that is
not depe n d e nt upon my pe rfe ct be h av i o r, w h at I do or where I go.

I had bo u g ht a lie just as Eve had. I had been dece i ve d. I was try-
ing to please God so he would not abandon me. I was keeping the
co m m a n d m e nts and wo rking so hard at this impossible goal that I
ended up ignoring God’s gift of gra ce. Just like the Ph a ri s e e s, I co u l d
not fully re cog n i ze Jesus as my Sav i o r. I was still under the law and
t rying to earn my way to heave n .

As my understanding of gra ce and my re l ationship with God
g re w, I was amazed at my previous acce p t a n ce of obvious erro r. I
also be came angry as I came to kn ow of Adve ntist pastors that did
not stand up for the truth they knew—or wo r s e, kn ow i n g l y
p reached erro r. I truly be l i eve the Adve ntist Ch u rch kn owingly pe r-
pe t u ates erro r.

Th a n k f u l l y, God led us to a church where I have been able to
g row co ntinually in my understanding and love of Je s u s. I kn ow so
m a ny Adve ntists that do not be l i eve in Ellen Wh i te but co ntinue to
at tend Adve ntist churc h e s. I wish I could give them just a glimpse of
the blessings I have re ce i ved since I left Adve nt i s m . I wa nt to say to
t h e m ,“Why would you stay in a place that stunts your growth and
s h ri vels your heart when you could live a life full of adve nt u re and
f re e d o m ? ”

I am no longer afraid of God leaving me or of not being good
e n o u g h . I do not feel the trials that come my way are punishment s
f rom God or His abandonment of me.

I have found something of gre at value to
teach my childre n .Th ey don’t need to be pe rfe ct
and fo l l ow a long list of ru l e s,which I assure yo u
t h ey cannot do.My husband and I teach them
the message of God’s love and gra ce. I ca n n o t
imagine trying to raise my children under the
dys f u n ction of Adve ntism now that I kn ow the
“Good Ne ws,”not only for their sake s, but fo r
m i n e.God has changed me by his Holy Sp i rit to
be less selfish and more pat i e nt . Be cause I have
been given gra ce, I now can extend it to my chil-

d ren and husband.God has changed our hearts by his love.
The most meaningful co m p l i m e nt I have ever re ce i ved was fro m

my mother-in-law. She was visiting us after we had left the Adve nt i s t
c h u rc h .Nat u ra l l y, as an Adve ntist herself, she was co n ce rned abo u t
our depart u re from Adve nt i s m . After spending a few weeks with us,
she shared her thoughts and feelings be fo re she left .She said that
a fter observing our family, she no longer felt that we we re ”be i n g
led astray”. Her fear was re l i eved be cause of the change for the good
she had seen in our home.The Holy Sp i rit had changed us.The fru i t
of the Sp i rit was a bigger witness than any of our wo rd s.

Wow, I was so humbled.
Last year during our “40 Days of Pu rpose“ study at our churc h , we

we re asked to give an analogy describing our view of our live s. I n
the past, I viewed my life as shooting a class-5,w h i te - water rapid on
an inner tube all by myself—no guide, s ca red to deat h , and honestly
not sure if I would surv i ve. And by the way, I ’m not a ve ry good
s w i m m e r.

Now I view life as the same class-5 ra p i d s, but I’m in a ra ft with a
Guide I tru s t .The ride is still sometimes fri g htening (that’s what
m a kes it exc i t i n g ) , but this time I ca n’t wait for the next set of ra p i d s.
I may be surp rised by the twists and turns of the journ ey,and it may
be wet and cold at times. Just like a ride at an amusement park ,
h oweve r, I kn ow that my arri val at my destination is assure d.

Now,when I see dying pat i e nts at the hospital or have a fri e n d
who is hurt i n g, I have true hope to offer them instead of “ . . . we l l , if yo u
be l i eve the 27 fundamental be l i e fs and are baptized and have co n-
fessed all your sins, even the hidden ones so you will be blameless,
t h e n , if you are good enough,then and only then,will God take yo u
to heave n .”Now I can say,“God loves you now, just as you are.He
died fighting to save yo u, and He won! He loves you as a filthy,s e l f i s h
and sinful pe r s o n . He wa nts despe rately for you to love him and
be l i eve in him.Your heart is a tre a s u re of gre at va l u e ; it is pri ce l e s s.
Do n’t be l i eve the lie of Satan that you are not good enough or pe r-
fe ct enough.God’s gra ce is sufficient to cover all your sins and faults.”

Your heart is a bat t l e g ro u n d,and this is wa r.You will be hurt .Th e
question is, who is winning?

“God did not send His Son into the wo rld to condemn it, but to
s ave it.Th e re is no judgment awaiting those who trust Him.”Jo h n
3:17 & 18a (NLT)

Michael and Re be c ca Lo rey are in the process of wo r king with their pasto ra l
staff to org a n i ze a Former Ad ventist Fe l l owship at So u t h b rook Ch ristian Ch u rc h .
Details will fo l l ow as plans are finalize d.For info r m a t i o n , call (937) 859-6113.

I know so many
Adventists that do not
believe in Ellen White
but continue to attend
Adventist churches. I
wish I could give them
just a glimpse of the
blessings I have received
since I left Adventism.
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I n his gospel, Mark describes the ministry of
Jesus primarily to a Roman audience. Because
his audience is Gentile, Mark is careful to

explain the Jewish traditions and ideas Jesus confront-
ed so his readers would understand that Jesus was
more than just an ordinary man. In fact, He had divine
authority over the devil, over the effects of sin in peo-
ple’s lives, over people, and over tradition. In the last
five verses of chapter 2, Mark shows that Jesus also has
authority over the most sacred and revered institution
of Judaism: He is Lord of the Sabbath!

Just before he introduces Jesus’ lordship over the
Sabbath, however, Mark quotes Jesus saying,“And no
one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the
wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the
wineskins will be ruined. No, he pours new wine into
new wineskins” (Mark 2:22).

One of the Jewish traditions that could not hold the
“new wine” of the Go s pel of God’s gra ce was the
Sa b b at h . It was part of the old wineskin of the Law that
was going to be come obsolete (He b re ws 8). Jesus bo l d l y
fo re s h a d owed the obsolesce n ce of the Sa b b ath when
the Ph a risees accused His disciples of bre a king the law
when they picked and ate grain on the holy day.

“And it came about that He was passing through
the grainfields on the Sabbath, and His disciples began
to make their way along while picking the heads of

grain. And the Pharisees were saying to Him,“See here,
why are they doing what is not lawful on the
Sabbath?” (Mark 2:23-24)

Their deep anger about the disciples’ apparently
careless Sabbath behavior resulted from the fact that
the day was the Jews’ national sign from God that they
were in covenant with Him (Exodus 31:13, 17). God had
given Israel the Sabbath to point forward to what the
Gospel rest of the Messiah would be like. Instead of
honoring it as a day of rest, however, the Pharisees in
their misguided zeal had turned the Sabbath into a
day of restrictions. There were thousands of confusing,
complex, and sometimes contradictory rules to keep.

For example, it was forbidden to pick up a sheaf
of barley or wheat and carry it on the Sabbath
because such action would be considered
bearing a burden. It was acceptable, howev-
er, to put a wooden spoon underneath the
sheaf and pull it along. Moreover, a woman
was forbidden to look in a mirror on the
Sabbath lest she see a gray hair, pluck it
out, and thereby break the prohibition
against harvesting on the Sabbath.

The rabbinic rules were so stringent
that a synagogue leader indignantly
rebuked those who, having heard that Jesus
had healed a woman crippled by an evil spirit



simply by touching her, began coming to Jesus to be healed on
the Sabbath.“There are six days of the week for working,” the
leader snapped;“…come on those days to be healed” (Luke
13:14b NLT).

Such rigidity did not foreshadow the Gospel rest of Christ.
When the scribes and Pharisees confronted Jesus about his

disciples plucking and eating grain as they walked through a
field, they were accusing them of harvesting, an activity that was
expressly forbidden on the Sabbath day (Exodus 34:21). The reli-
gious leaders brought their protest directly to Jesus instead of
approaching the disciples because they believed that a teacher
was responsible for his disciples’ actions.

“See here,” they said triumphantly to Him,“why are they doing
what is not lawful on the Sabbath?”

By bringing this co m p l a i nt to Je s u s, the Ph a risees we re setting
Him and His disciples up to be pro s e c u te d.The Law re q u i red there
be a fo rmal wa rning given to Sa b b ath bre a kers prior to pro s e c u-
t i o n , and this co n f ro nt ation would serve as that official wa rn i n g.

“Throughout the Gospels you’ll notice that Jesus only defends
Himself when His deity is attacked or His authority is ques-
tioned,” says New Testament scholar J. D. Pentecost.

This was such a situation. Taking responsibility for his disci-
ples, Jesus defended them saying they had a right to do what
they had done. Then He answered their protest by reminding
them—the scribes and scholars of Judaism—of their ignorance
of God’s Word!

Matthew gives a clearer picture than Mark does of Jesus’ rea-
soned response on this occasion:“But He said to them,‘Have you
not read what David did, when he became hungry, he and his
companions; how he entered the house of God, and they ate the
consecrated bread, which was not lawful for him to eat, nor for
those with him, but for the priests alone’?”(Matthew 12:3-4)

Jesus is saying,“What David and his men did is what I’m doing
here.”

Unknown to the priest, David was already God’s anointed
leader of Israel. He and his men were on a divine mission to pro-
tect the kingdom. As God’s anointed, David had the authority to
give his men the priest’s food because they were serving the
Lord. Similarly, although the Pharisees did not recognize the fact,
Jesus was God’s anointed King and Priest, and He and His disci-
ples were also on a divine mission to save Israel. Because He had
divine authority, Jesus had the right to allow his disciples to
pluck and eat grain on the Sabbath.

Moreover, serving the Lord supercedes Sabbath law. Matthew
12:5-8 gives us this insight:

“Or have you not read in the Law, that on the Sabbath the
priests in the temple break the Sabbath, and are innocent? But I
say to you, that something greater than the temple is here. But if
you had known what this means,‘I desire compassion, and not a
sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the innocent. For the
Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”

The priests worked on the Sabbath in the temple because the
temple superceded the Sabbath. The temple housed the law and
the ceremonies foreshadowing Jesus’ atonement, and traditional-
ly it had housed the very presence of God in the shekinah glory.
The service of the temple was more important than the Sabbath
because the temple housed the symbols of the atonement as
well as the revelation of God and His actual presence.

The temple represented Israel’s calling and identity. It was the
symbol of all that set the nation apart from the world. Now, how-
ever, Jesus really offended the Pharisees:“But I say to you, that
something greater than the temple is here,” Jesus is saying He’s
greater than the temple, and thus greater than the Sabbath. He’s
saying that everything the temple represented was in Him. The
atonement, the law including the fourth commandment, the
presence of God—He embodied all that the temple had protect-
ed and foreshadowed.

Jesus was saying, in effect,“My disciples and I are doing God’s
work—a work greater than that done in the temple by the
priests who break the Sabbath every week. In fact, I am the tem-
ple, I am the law, I am the Sabbath, I am the atonement—I am
God among you!

“I’m not breaking any rules; I make the rules! I am LORD of the
Sabbath!”

Jesus is not merely one voice among many voices; He is The
Voice that tells us what is right and wrong.

Now, to show His authority over the Sabbath as its Lord, Jesus
backed up His claims with a miraculous sign:“And He entered
again into a synagogue; and a man was there with a withered
(shriveled, deformed) hand. And they were watching Him to see
if He would heal him on the Sabbath, in order that they might
accuse Him. And He said to the man with the withered hand,
‘Rise and come forward!’ And He said to them,‘Is it lawful on the
Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save a life or to kill?’ But
they kept silent. And after looking around at them with anger,
grieved at their hardness [Gk. porosis, meaning to be covered
with thick skin, or to be covered with a callus] of heart, He said to
the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ And he stretched it out, and his
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Jesus is saying He’s greater than the
temple, and thus greater than the
Sabbath. He’s saying that everything the
temple represented was in Him. The
atonement, the law including the fourth
commandment, the presence of God—
He embodied all that the temple had
protected and foreshadowed.
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K E N N E T H  B R A N T L E Y

In the last issue of Proc l a m a t i o n !,Kenneth Bra nt l ey ran a chal-
lenge to find Scri p t u ral suppo rt for seven common Seve nt h - d ay
Adve ntist assertions about the Sa b b at h . He re we pre s e nt his
S c ri p t u ral answers to those seven assert i o n s.

1 .Was the Sa b b ath given to “all mankind at cre at i o n” ?
The book of Genesis provides doc u m e nt ation of all that was give n

to our first pare nts at cre at i o n .No te the Sa b b ath is not ment i o n e d :
a . L i fe in the image of God, 1 : 2 7
b.God’s blessing, 1 : 2 8 a
c.The ability to proc re ate, 1 : 2 8 b
d. Dominion over eve ry living thing, 1 : 2 8 c
e.Food (herbs & tre e s ) , 1 : 2 9
f. Eden (a special home), 2:8 & 15
g.Ma rri a g e, 2 : 1 8 , 2 1 - 2 4

2 . Is the Sa b b ath the “m e m o rial of cre at i o n” ?
The feasts of Pa s s over and the Bl owing of Tru m pets are the only

d ays God designated to be kept as a ”memori a l”.Sa b b ath is exc l u d-
e d. (see Ex. 1 2 : 1 4 , Lev.2 3 : 2 4 )

3 . Is Sa b b at h - keeping the “seal of God” ?
The Bible says “God’s ‘s e a l’ is the “ Holy Sp i ri t”, not the Sa b b at h . ( s e e

Ep h .1 : 1 3 , 4 : 3 0 , and 2 Co r. 1 : 2 1 - 2 2 )

4 . Is worship on Su n d ay the “m a rk of the be a s t” ?

“One man re g a rds one day above another…Each person must
be fully co nv i n ced in his own mind.” ( Romans 14:5, N A S B )

5 . Did Jesus ever break the Sa b b at h ?
“ He was not only bre a king the Sa b b at h , but also was calling God

His own Fat h e r.” (John 5:18)

6 .Was the we e kly Sa b b ath “a shadow of things to co m e” ?
“Th e re fo re do not let anyone judge you…with re g a rd to … a

Sa b b ath day.These are a shadow of the things that we re to co m e.”
( Colossians 2:16,17, N I V.The “Sa b b ath days”[Sa b b a to n in Greek] are
we e kly Sa b b at h s. See Greek (#4521 in St ro n g’s Ex h a u s t i ve
Co n co rd a n ce. )

7 . Do the Ten Co m m a n d m e nts co n s t i t u te God’s moral law ?
We re the other laws given to Moses at Mt. Sinai ce re m o n i a l , a n d
we re they nailed to the cro s s ?

No Biblical writer ever made a distinction between the
“moral” law and the “ceremonial” laws.The weekly Sabbath is list-
ed first among the Feasts and Holy
Convocations in Leviticus 23, and second
among the ceremonial offerings and feasts in
Numbers 28 and 29. The Sabbath is associated
more often with the ritual, or ceremonial, laws
than it is with the moral laws.They all were nailed
to the cross. See Romans 2, 7, 8, & 10:4; 2
Corinthians 3, Galatians 3 & 4, Ephesians 2:15,
16; Colossians 2, Hebrews 8, 9 & 10.

Bible answers to Sa b b ath questions

hand was restored. And the Pharisees went out and immediately
began taking counsel with the Herodians against Him, as to how
they might destroy Him.”

It’s inte resting that the Sa b b ath co n f ro nt ation be tween Je s u s
and the Ph a risees is fo l l owed by the sto ry of a man with a withere d,
m a l f u n ctioning hand.Th roughout the Bible the hand re p re s e nts a
pe r s o n’wo rk s.We say we are not saved by the “wo rks of our hands”.
By that we mean we’re not saved by anything we can do.

The Sa b b ath was a shri veled wineski n . It had no strength to
s ave anyo n e. Under the Law, people had shri ve l e d, and they didn’t
h ave the ability to do God’s wo rk . In the New Cove n a nt, h oweve r,
Jesus supe rcedes the Sa b b at h , and He brings His people to life
and their hands to prod u ct i v i ty.

Since Jesus is the Lord of the Sabbath, He is now our Sabbath
rest. The author of Hebrews explains this reality in Hebrews 4:1-
13. The Sabbath was an issue of national identity for the people
of Israel—a covenant sign for Israel alone. Jesus came to remove
the barriers dividing Jews from Gentiles and to include everyone
who believes in Him in the New Covenant. Now there is no need
for an obsolete symbol of national identity foreshadowing a
future rest.

Jesus has accomplished the work of God, and now His people
from every ethnic background can rest in the assurance of their
salvation in Him (Hebrews 4:8-11; 1 John 5:10-12).

We no longer need to embrace a day to find our identity. We
embrace Jesus, the Lord of the Sabbath. In Him we rest.

Kenneth Bra nt l ey owns Bra nt l ey Bro a d casting Ne two rk which ope rates Ch ristian radio stations in No rth Ca ro l i n a , and he is
the dire ctor of Truth Mi n i s t ries Inte rn ational based in Ard m o re,Te n n e s s e e. Be fo re leaving Adve ntism he served as genera l
manager of Life Talk Radio and was an exe c u t i ve bo a rd member of the Bre ath of Life Te l evision Prog ra m . Both prog rams are
m i n i s t ries of the No rth Am e ri can Division of the Ge n e ral Co n fe re n ce of the Seve nt h - d ay Adve ntist Ch u rc h . He and his wife
J a n i ce are curre ntly in the process of establishing a multi-face te d, n o n - d e n o m i n ational ministry in Hunstville, Al a b a m a .
Co nt a ct info rm at i o n :The Bra nt l ey Bro a d casting Ne two rk , P. O. Box 665, Ard m o re,TN 38449.
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A bout five years ago Ri c h a rd and I sat with our
older son Roy in a Bible class on the campus of
Biola Un i ve r s i ty in La Mi ra d a ,Ca l i fo rn i a . Roy wa s

co n s i d e ring at tending Bi o l a , and we we re ex pe riencing co l l e g e
d ay with him.We had officially left the Adve ntist church only
two years be fo re, and this was our first ex pe ri e n ce on an eva n-
g e l i cal Ch ristian college ca m p u s.

The teacher called the class to order and said,“ Please re f l e ct
on the hymn you see on the scre e n .We’ll discuss it after yo u’ve
had a few minutes to think about it.”

We loo ked up, and pro j e cted in fro nt of the class we re these
wo rd s :

Co m e,Thou Al m i g hty Ki n g

Co m e, Thou almighty Ki n g,
Help us Thy Name to sing Help us to pra i s e !
Father all glori o u s, over all victo ri o u s,
Come and reign over us, An c i e nt of Days !

Co m e, Thou inca rn ate Wo rd,
Gi rd on Thy mighty swo rd, our prayer at te n d !
Co m e, and Thy people bless, and give Thy Wo rd succe s s,
Sp i rit of holiness, on us desce n d !

Co m e, holy Co m fo rte r,
Thy sacred witness bear in this glad hour.
Thou Who almighty art, n ow rule in eve ry heart,
And ne’er from us depart, Sp i rit of powe r !

To Th e e, g re at One in Th re e,
Ete rnal praises be, h e n ce, eve rm o re.
Thy sove reign majesty may we in glory see,
And to ete rn i ty love and adore !

The wo rds we re familiar—and somehow unfamiliar.As I
read the stanzas, I re a l i zed for the first time that this hymn is an
i nvocation to the Tri n i ty. I felt like crying as I re a l i zed the pow-
e rful declaration of both God’s tra n s ce n d e n ce and immanence
this hymn co nt a i n e d.Why had I never noticed the reve re nt
worship offe red to the Tri n i ty in this song?

Changed wo rd s
“Co m e,Thou Al m i g hty Ki n g”was the second hymn I had

sensed was diffe re nt from the way I originally learned it.Th e
first was “ Ho l y, Ho l y, Ho l y.”He re are the wo rd s :

“Tell me the old, old story. . .”

Uh, which one?
A brief look at Adve ntist hy m n o l ogy as a window into Adve ntist be l i e f

C O L L E E N  T I N K E R  W I T H  R I C H A R D  T I N K E R  A N D  S T E V E  P I T C H E R

J E R E M Y  G R A H A M , R E S E A R C H  A S S I S T A N C E

Ri c h a rd and Colleen Ti n ker at tend Tri n i ty
Eva n g e l i cal Free Ch u rch in Re d l a n d s, Ca l i fo rn i a ,
w h e re they also lead a Fri d ay night Fo rm e r
Adve ntist Fe l l owship (FAF) Bible study.Their stud-
ies as well as a co l l e ction of sto ries by fo rm e r
Adve ntists and a live discussion fo rum are online
at : w w w. fo r m e r a d ve n t i s t. c o m.

Steve Pi tc h e r,who be came a Ch ri s t - fo l l ower and
was baptized in a Baptist church at the age of
s eve nte e n , s u b s e q u e ntly spe nt 15 years as a
Seve nt h - d ay Adve nt i s t .He left Adve ntism abo u t
f i ve years ago and curre ntly at tends Pat h way
Ch ristian Ch u rch in Ri ve r s i d e, Ca l i fo rn i a .He also
at tends the we e kly FAF Bible study in Re d l a n d s.
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Ho l y, h o l y, holy! Lo rd God Al m i g hty !
Ea rly in the morning our song shall rise to Th e e ;
Ho l y, h o l y, h o l y, m e rciful and mighty !
God in three Pe r s o n s, blessed Tri n i ty !

Ho l y, h o l y, holy! All the saints adore Th e e,
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Ch e rubim and seraphim falling down be fo re Th e e,
Who wa s, and is, and eve rm o re shall be.

Ho l y, h o l y, holy! Though the darkness hide Th e e,
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see;
Only Thou art holy; the re is none beside Th e e,
Pe rfe ct in powe r, in love, and puri ty.

Ho l y, h o l y, holy! Lo rd God Al m i g hty !
All thy wo rks shall praise Thy Na m e,

in earth and sky and sea;
Ho l y, h o l y, h o l y;m e rciful and mighty !
God in three Pe r s o n s, blessed Tri n i ty !

Puzzled by the fact that these wo rds seemed both familiar
yet strange at the same time, I finally loo ked up the song in the
c u rre nt edition of the Seve n t h - d ay Ad ventist Hymnal p u b l i s h e d
in 1985.The song appe a red almost as it appears above.Ve r s e
two, h oweve r, had been alte red to read “Angels adore Th e e”
i n s tead of “All the saints adore Th e e,”and the third line of the
same verse had been changed to “Thousands and ten thou-
sands worship low be fo re Th e e.”Si m i l a rl y, the second line of
the third stanza had been alte red to re a d :“Though the eye of
man Thy gre at glory may not see.”

Th e n , on a hunch, I loo ked up the hymn in the pre ce d i n g
edition of the Adve ntist hymnal—the one published in 1941
and used until the 1985 version was re l e a s e d.This older ve r-
sion was the one I had sung from during my years growing up
in the churc h .

S u re enough—I found even more ra d i cal changes.The first
verse was the same as it appe a red in the new edition with this
exce p t i o n : i n s tead of the fo u rth line—“God in three Pe r s o n s,
blessed Tri n i ty!”—the old edition had these wo rd s :“God ove r
all who rules ete rn i ty ! ”The fo u rth stanza was missing ent i re l y.

I re a l i zed with sudden clari ty that until 1985, the Adve nt i s t
c h u rch had been singing this we l l - kn own hymn of the faith
with re fe re n ces to the Tri n i ty co m p l e tely oblite rated from it.
Not only that, the hint that God’s people who have died might
be praising Him even now had been eliminated (verse 2), a n d
this elimination pe r s i s ted to the pre s e nt time. (This idea had to
be eliminated in order to pre s e rve the doct rine of soul sleep
for Adve ntist wo r s h i pe r s. )

Ant i t ri n i t a rian roots are show i n g
It is a fact the church admits (but does not often publicly

discuss) that the founders of the Seve nt h - d ay Adve nt i s t
Ch u rc h , including James Wh i te (El l e n’s husband), we re staunch
a nt i - Tri n i t a ri a n s.Ellen Wh i te never really clarified whether or
not Jesus was ete rnally divine. She did wri te seve ral state m e nt s

a bout Jesus originally being an angel and God elevating Him
to a position of authori ty and sonship.Sometimes her state-
m e nts revealed confusion about Ch ri s t’s ident i ty.

“The man Ch rist Jesus was not the Lo rd God Al m i g hty, ye t
Ch rist and the Father are one.The De i ty did not sink under the
agonizing to rt u re of Ca l va ry, yet it is nonetheless true that
‘God so loved the wo rl d, t h at he gave his only be g o t ten So n ,

t h at whosoever be l i eveth in him should not pe ri s h , but have
eve rlasting life.’ ” (L i ft Him Up, page 235, p a ra g raph 3, co py-
ri g ht 1 9 0 3 ) .

“The highest of all angels, He girded Himself with a towe l ,
and washed the feet of His disciples” (M a n u s c ript Re l e a s e s,
Volume Twe l ve, page 400, p a r. 1 ) .

“ Be fo re his fall, Satan wa s,n ext to Ch ri s t, the highest angel
in heave n”(Ad vent Rev i ew and Sabbath He ra l d, 0 1 - 1 4 - 1 9 0 9 ,
Pa ra g raph 4).

“God is the Father of Ch ri s t ; Ch rist is the Son of God.To
Ch rist has been given an ex a l ted po s i t i o n . All the counsels of
God are opened to His So n”(Testimonies for the Ch u rc h,Vo l u m e
8 , page 268, p a r. 3 ) .

Her book De s i re of Ag e s (published in 1898 and more re ce nt-
ly proven to co ntain large pe rce ntages of plagiari zed mate ri a l ;
see “ Re ca nt, No! I Stand Fi rm”by Wa l ter Re a , Proc l a m a t i o n !,
Nove m ber De ce m be r, 2004) be came the turning po i nt in the
Adve ntist understanding of the Tri n i ty.Although many state-
m e nts in De s i re of Ag e s we re clearly tri n i t a ri a n , Ellen Wh i te co n-
tinued to publish non-tri n i t a rian state m e nts in succe e d i n g
years as noted above.The churc h’s first administrat i ve affirm a-
tion of the Tri n i ty did not occur until 1931,and that state m e nt
was not acce p ted as an official Adve ntist doct rine until the
Ge n e ral Co n fe re n ce session in 1946. In 1980 a more co m p re-
h e n s i ve, c l a s s i cal Tri n i t a rian state m e nt was adopted at the
Ge n e ral Co n fe re n ce session in Da l l a s. I nte re s t i n g l y,h oweve r, t h e
1980 state m e nt tri g g e red “re n e wed debate along a spe ct ru m
of ideas from the re a ct i o n a ry to the co nte m po ra ry.” ( “Th e
Adve ntist Tri n i ty De b ate,”Je rry A.Moo n , An d rews Unive r s i ty
Se m i n a ry Studies,Vol 41,No.1 , p.9 , co py ri g ht 2003)

While Adve ntism tod ay claims to hold a belief in the Tri n i ty
and includes it in the 27 Fundamental Be l i e fs, still the way
Adve ntists understand the Tri n i ty is murky. Among co nte m-
po ra ry Adve ntist theolog i a n s, authors including Ra o u l
De d e re n , Fe rnando Ca n a l e, Ri c h a rd Ri ce, and Fritz Guy have

It is a fact the church admits (but does not
o f ten publicly discuss) that the founders of the
Seve n t h - d ay Adventist Ch u r c h , including James
W h i te (Ellen’s husband), were staunch anti-
Tr i n i t a r i a n s.
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published state m e nts questioning classical Tri n i t a rian theolo-
gy. ( i b i d. , p. 9-10) Their observations reveal that there is no
consensus among Adve ntist inte l l e ctuals and theolog i a n s
re g a rding the Tri n i ty.

One curre nt view suggesting a tritheistic understanding
a p pe a red in the Octo ber 31,1996 issue of the Ad ventist Rev i ew,
the “flagship journ a l”of the churc h.Wri t ten by Go rdon Je n s o n ,
it appe a red on page 12:“A plan of salvation was enco m p a s s e d
in the cove n a nt made by the Th ree Persons of the God h e a d,
who possessed the at t ri b u tes of De i ty equally. In order to era d-

i cate sin and re bellion from the universe and to re s to re harm o-
ny and pe a ce, one of the divine Beings acce p te d,and ente re d
i nto the role of the Fat h e r, another the role of the So n .Th e
remaining divine Be i n g, the Holy Sp i ri t,was also to part i c i p ate
in effe cting the plan of salvat i o n .”

The ant i t ri n i t a rian roots of Adve ntism still color the churc h’s
d oct rines tod ay. Pe rhaps be cause the original Adve ntist view
of Jesus descri bed Him as inhere ntly lower than God,
Adve ntists still have trouble exalting him to an all-powe rf u l ,
s ove reign po s i t i o n . Si m i l a rl y, Adve ntists also have tro u b l e
e m b racing the te rrible re a l i ty of Je s u s’ shed blood and our
total depe n d e n ce upon Him.

Realizing that the Adve ntist version of the hymn “ Ho l y, Ho l y,
Ho l y”be t rayed the fo u n d ational ant i - Tri n i t a rian belief of
Adve ntism (as well as, I discove re d, the curre nt questioning of
the doct ri n e ) , I be came curious about other hymns as we l l .

Su n d ay discove ry
One Sunday afte rn oon last summer, Ri c h a rd and I sat at our

ki tchen table with our friend Steve Pi tcher and began our pur-
suit of the truth about Adve ntist hy m n o l ogy. Armed with the
c u rre nt 1985 edition of the Adve ntist hy m n a l , the prev i o u s
1941 edition,and a non-Adve ntist Ch ristian hy m n a l ,we be g a n
co m p a ring the wo rds of hy m n s.Th i n king we would find that
the heresies wri t ten into some of the hymns of the 1941 edition
would be co rre cted in the 1985 edition, we we re not pre p a re d
for what we fo u n d.While some of the more blat a nt era d i cat i o n s

of the Tri n i ty we re co rre cted in the 1985 edition, others we re
n o t . Still more asto n i s h i n g, the newer edition co ntained edito ri-
al changes which dow n p l ayed the ato n e m e nt and the blood of
Jesus even more than the earlier edition had done.

Fi n a l l y, a fter we three spe nt seve ral hours on two separate
S u n d ays co m p a ring hymns and making note s, I we nt to the
i nte rnet* and found the original poems for all the hymns in
question just to make sure that the non-Adve ntist hymnal we
used hadn’t been edited in some way.

The first hymn we co m p a red was the one that had move d
me so deeply that morning at Bi o l a :“Co m e,Thou Al m i g hty
Ki n g” ( wo rds often at t ri b u ted to Ch a rles We s l ey ) . At last I kn e w
w hy it had so amazed me.The 1985 edition of the hy m n boo k
co ntained the standard wo rd s,but the 1941 edition co m p l e te-
ly eliminated the second stanza about the Inca rn ate Wo rd, a n d
a substitute verse re p l a ced the last stanza honoring the “g re at
One in Th re e” :

Thou are the Mi g hty One,
On earth Thy will be done; f rom shore to shore,
Thy sove reign majesty, m ay we in glory see
And to ete rn i ty love and adore.

Ag a i n , u ntil 1985, the Tri n i ty had been co m p l e tely missing
f rom this song. Not only the Tri n i ty, but the stanza about Je s u s
being the inca rn ate Wo rd had likewise been omitte d.

Am a ze d, we co ntinued our searc h .We discove red that the
hymn “When I Survey the Wo n d rous Cro s s” ( wo rds by Is a a c
Watts) had likewise been upd ated in the 1985 edition. In the
1941 edition, this stanza with its dire ct re fe re n ce to the divinity
of Jesus had been left out:

Forbid it, Lo rd, t h at I should bo a s t,
Save in the death of Ch rist my God !
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacri f i ce them to His blood.

While the stanza was re p l a ced in the 1985 edition, bo t h
books eliminated the fo l l owing verse which undersco res Je s u s’
s u f fe ring and shed blood :

His dying cri m s o n , l i ke a ro be,
Sp reads o’er His body on the tre e ;
Then I am dead to all the globe,
And all the globe is dead to me.

The hymn kn own to Adve ntists as “ Praise Ye the
Fat h e r” ( wo rds by El i z a beth Ch a rl e s ) , we discove re d, is a paean
to the Tri n i ty and is actually entitled “ Praise Ye the Triune God”.
Both editions of the Adve ntist hymnal co ntained all the ori g i-
nal verses with one alte rat i o n . In bo t h , the last line of the third
s t a n z a ,“ Praise ye the Triune God”, was changed to “ Praise the
Ete rnal Th re e”. It seems a nearly insignifica nt change, but it
p ro m o tes a more tritheistic view than a tri n i t a rian view.
Fu rt h e r, the phrase “Triune God”has been eliminated from the
title as we l l .

We also found less obvious but no less significa nt alte r-
ations dow n g rading the supre m a cy of Jesus in other hymns as
we l l .We discove red that the hymn “I Need Thee Eve ry
Ho u r” ( wo rds by Annie S. H awks) had been faithfully pri nted in
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While some of the more blatant eradications 
of the Trinity were corrected in the 1985 edi-
t i o n , others were not. Still more asto n i s h i n g,
the newer edition contained editorial changes
which dow n p l ayed the atonement and the
blood of Jesus even more than the earlier
edition had done.
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the 1941 edition of the Adve ntist hy m n a l . In the upd ated 1985
e d i t i o n , h oweve r, the last stanza, which stresses the divinity of
Jesus and our absolute depe n d e n ce upon Him, is eliminate d :

“I need Thee eve ry hour, most Holy One;
O make me Thine indeed,Thou blessed So n .”

Mo re changes
“ Now the Day Is Ove r”is a poem wri t ten by Sabine Ba ri n g -

Gould set to a tune by Joseph Ba rn by. It co ntains six short stan-
z a s. In both editions of the Adve ntist hy m n a l , stanzas thre e,
f i ve, and six are missing.Stanza five ex p resses the co n f i d e n ce
we have that as be l i evers we stand sinless in the eyes of God :

When the morning wa ke n s,
Then may I ari s e
Pu re and fresh and sinless
In your holy eye s.

Le aving out stanza five acco m m od ates two Adve nt i s t
be l i e fs stressed by Ellen Wh i te.The first is that the ato n e m e nt is
not yet co m p l e te be cause Jesus is still applying His blood in
the heavenly sanct u a ry.The second is that it is presumption to
s ay we are save d.We cannot be ce rtain of our salvation unt i l
Jesus comes again.

Stanza six is a doxo l ogy praising the Tri n i ty.Si g n i f i ca nt l y, i t,
too, is missing:

Gl o ry to the Fat h e r,
Gl o ry to the So n ,
And to yo u, blest Sp i ri t,
While the ages ru n .

One other significa nt change in both editions of the
Adve ntist hymnal occurs in verse two.The original poem re a d s,
“Je s u s, g i ve the we a ry / Calm and sweet re po s e … ” The Adve nt i s t
version changes “Je s u s”to “ Fat h e r”, thus subliminally re i n fo rc i n g
the belief that the Fat h e r, not Je s u s, is truly our God.

With two similar edito rial changes, the hymn “Standing on
the Pro m i s e s” ( text and tune by R. Kelso Ca rter) diminishes the
s u p re m a cy and all-sufficiency of Je s u s.The song is co m p l e te l y
missing from the earlier edition of the Adve ntist hy m n a l .Th e
1985 edition, h oweve r, co ntains the fo l l owing alte rat i o n s.

In the original choru s, the text re a d s :“St a n d i n g, s t a n d i n g,
standing on the promises of Ch rist my Sav i o r / s t a n d i n g, s t a n d-
i n g, I ’m standing on the promises of God.”

The Adve ntist ve r s i o n , h oweve r,changes the beginning of
the chorus to read thus:“St a n d i n g,s t a n d i n g,standing on the
p romises of God [as opposed to Ch rist] my Sav i o r.”Fu rt h e r, t h e
last of the songs’ four stanzas is missing in the Adve ntist hy m-
n a l . It re a d s :

“Standing on the promises I cannot fall,/ listening eve ry
m o m e nt to the Sp i ri t’s ca l l ,’ resting in my Savior as my all in all,
standing on the promises of God.”

A final example of the Adve ntist hy m n a l’s tampe ring with
the ort h od ox Ch ristian belief about the nat u re and ident i ty of
Jesus occurs in the hymn “On Jo rd a n’s Sto rmy Banks I St a n d.”
Wri t ten by Samuel Ste n n e t t, the text co ntains seven stanzas. I n
both editions of the Adve ntist hy m n a l , four of the seven are

o m i t ted albeit without significa nt theolog i cal co n s e q u e n ce s.
The real pro b l e m , h oweve r, is in stanza four (stanza two in the
Adve ntist boo k s ) . Lines three and four of the original re a d,
“Th e re God the Son fo rever re i g n s, / And scat ters night away.”

In the Adve ntist boo k s, h oweve r,“God the So n” is changed
to “Ch rist the Sun”. Be cause of the homonym So n / S u n , t h e
change would be nearly undete ctable if one only heard the
wo rd s. In re a l i ty, h oweve r, the Adve ntist text delibe rately re f u s-
es to equate “God”with “So n”—not merely in the older edition
of the hy m n a l , but in the curre ntly used boo k . An ant i t ri n i t a ri a n
bias is still at wo rk in Adve ntist doct ri n e s.

Hymns re f l e ct doct ri n e s
It remains for future articles to examine other hymns which

Adve ntists have edite d.Some modify or dow n p l ay Ch ri s t’s suf-
fe ring and His co m p l e te ato n e m e nt for our sins. Others pe rpe t-
u ate the doct rine of soul sleep by eliminating or changing re f-
e re n ces to meeting God when we die or to saints being pre s-
e nt with Him now. Still others re m ove re fe re n ces to being part
of the histo ric church in order to maintain the illusion that
Adve ntists are the re m n a nt people of God who are called out
of the Ba bylon of apo s tolic tradition and “a po s t ate
Pro te s t a nt i s m”.

In a time when Adve ntists are act i vely promoting them-
s e l ves as a mainstream eva n g e l i cal church (without act u a l l y
adopting eva n g e l i cal doct ri n e s ) , their hymnal co ntinues to
reveal the truth about the churc h’s be l i e fs. People re m e m be r
the wo rds of songs long after they have fo rg o t ten the wo rds of
s pecific sermons or doct rinal classes be cause lyrics are
attached to tunes. Be cause Adve ntist churches all use the same
official hymnal (when they’re not branching into praise music),
eve ry Adve ntist is being subliminally taught and re i n fo rced in
the truly Adve ntist be l i e fs of a modified Je s u s,a sanitize d
ato n e m e nt, a God who “would neve r”ex p ress wrat h , soul sleep,
and their own status as God’s chosen re m n a nt . Si n ce most
Adve ntists would not be likely to sing the hymns of the faith
f rom any hymnal but their ow n , t h ey would be unlikely to re a l-
i ze that many of the wo rds they sing eve ry Sa b b ath are not the
wo rds of Ch ri s tendom in genera l .

A re l i g i o n’s hymns re f l e ct that re l i g i o n’s distinct i ve be l i e fs.
Doct rines that might be veiled in a churc h’s public state m e nt s
and pri nted mate rial will emerge in its hy m n boo k .
Co n s e q u e nt l y, it is no mistake that the Adve ntist church has its
own hy m n a l . If it used a generally available Ch ristian hy m n-
boo k , it would be ex posing its members to true Bi b l i ca l
Ch ri s t i a n i ty that would co n f l i ct with what the church te a c h e s.

Loo king back on the songs of our yo u t h , we can say with
the psalmist,

“Sing to the Lo rd a new song; sing to the Lo rd, all the eart h .
Sing to the Lo rd,p raise his name; p roclaim his salvation day

a fter day.” Psalm 96:1-2,N I V

*w w w. cy be rhy m n a l . o rg, w w w. hy m n s i te. co m ,w w w. o re m u s. o rg,
w w w. d i g i t a l hy m n a l . o rg, w w w. c g m u s i c. co m , ht t p : / / i n g e b. o rg
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fulfilled in Jesus so that the readers may be led to believe in Him
for salvation. Matthew’s purpose cannot be contrary to what he
heard from the resurrected Christ in the upper room.

As Matthew begins to write chapter five, he remembers the
surroundings in which Jesus spoke those words on that day:

“And seeing the multitudes, He went up into a mountain. And
when He had sat down, His disciples came to Him. And He
opened His mouth and taught them, saying… “(Matt. 5:1).

To the Jewish reader acquainted with the Torah (the five
books of Moses), two scenes in their history would come to
mind. The first (as found in the Torah) is of Moses going up onto
Mount Sinai to receive the Law, the multitude of Israel surround-
ing the mountain, and the admonition not to climb the moun-
tain (Exodus 19:17-20). The second scene was the pronounce-
ment on Mount Gerizim of the blessings they would receive if
they kept that law (Deuteronomy 27-28).

Mat t h e w, h oweve r, reverses this order and has Jesus pro n o u n ce
the blessings be fo re dict ating His law. Another co nt rast with the
Old Te s t a m e nt is that in Matthew the people come close to Je s u s
i n s tead of having to stay away from the Law g i ver as He spe a k s.
Fu rt h e r, in De u te ro n o my the blessings are conditional upon the
people keeping the law, but Matthew has Jesus pronouncing His
blessings upon whoever is there listening to His wo rd s.

Further, the last blessing tells on account of whom the bless-
ings would come:“Blessed are you when men shall revile you
and persecute you, and shall say all kinds of evil against you
falsely, for My sake” (Matt. 5:11). Christ’s followers would be

reviled, persecuted, and defamed because of their faith in Him.
Yet, because the persecution was on His account, the suffering
would become a blessing.

It is Jesus who gives meaning to the blessings. The words “for
my sake” are the clue given in v. 11 to understanding the
Blessings. All the blessings arise because of Him, not because of
keeping the Law as had been the case in Deuteronomy.There are
those hearing Jesus who will grasp the meaning of His words
because they have faith in Him. Others will feel threatened by His
authority and will feel antipathy, resentment, and even murder-
ous hatred against Him (see vs. 20-22).

Those who respond to His authority with faith, however, per-
ceive that He is the key to receiving the blessings. They hear the
blessings with this understanding:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit” – because He is their kingdom.1

“Blessed are they that mourn” – because He is their comfort.2

“Blessed are the meek” – because they shall share His inheri-
tance.3

“Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after righteousness” –
because He will fill them with His righteousness.4

“Blessed are the merciful”– because He is their source of
mercy.5

“Blessed are the pure in heart” – because clothed with His
purity, they shall see God.6

“Blessed are the peacemakers” – because through His peace
they shall be called the children of God.7

“Blessed are the persecuted for righteousness’ sake” – because
He is their salvation.8

“Rejoice and be exceedingly glad” – because He is their
reward.9

Co nt rast to the To ra h
In contrast, the Jewish listener or reader would have expected,

based on the Torah,1 0 to hear Jesus say:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit” – because they keep the Law.1 1

“Blessed are they that mourn” – because they keep the Law.1 2

“Blessed are the meek” – because they keep the Law.1 3

“Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after righteousness” –
because they keep the Law.1 4

“Blessed are the merciful”– because they keep the Law.1 5

“Blessed are the pure in heart” – because they keep the Law.1 6

“Blessed are the peacemakers” – because they keep the Law.1 7

“Blessed are the persecuted for righteousness’ sake” – because
they keep the Law.1 8

“Rejoice and be exceedingly glad” –
because they keep the Law.1 9

The Jewish reader would have caught the
difference between Jesus’ words and those of
the Torah immediately and would have asked
the obvious question,“What about keeping
the law as a condition for receiving God’s

blessings?”
Jesus addresses this unspoken question in verses 17-20:

(17) “Do not think that I have come to destroy the Law or the
Prophets. I have not come to destroy but to fulfill. (18) For truly I
say to you, Till the heaven and the earth pass away, not one jot or
one tittle shall in any way pass from the Law until all is fulfilled.
(19) Therefore whoever shall relax one of these commandments,
the least, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the
kingdom of Heaven. But whoever shall do and teach them, the
same shall be called great in the kingdom of Heaven. (20) For I
say to you that unless your righteousness shall exceed that of the
scribes and Pharisees, you shall in no case enter into the kingdom
of Heaven.”
There are some Christians who see v. 17 as Christ’s direct com-

mand to keep the Ten Commandments, either as a means of
becoming acceptable to God for salvation or as a way to sustain
and maintain their salvation with their obedience. Jesus’ words

The law fulfilled CONTINUED FROM FRONT

All the blessings arise because of Him, not because of

keeping the Law as had been the case in Deuteronomy.
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here, however, are not a command to obey the Law. Rather, Jesus’
command is,“Do not think that I have come to destroy the Law
or the Prophets.” In order to understand what Jesus means by
this command, we will look at the meanings of some of Jesus’
specific words in this clause.

First, the word translated “think” is the Greek verb nomizo.The
synonyms “suppose”,“presuppose”,“assume”, and “consider” all
come close to this word’s meaning.They do not, however, catch
the entire nuance of nomizo. The phrase “to make a law” comes
close. Therefore, what Jesus is saying in this command is some-
thing like this:“Do not make it a law to think that I have come to
destroy the Law or the Prophets”. 2 0 Jesus knew the Jews listening
to Him would assume He was advocating abolishing the Law
since the Blessings He listed were not conditioned upon their
keeping the Law. He was making sure they knew He was really
saying, in effect,“Do not make it your starting assumption about
Me that I have come to abolish or undo the Law or the Prophets”.

Second, the Greek term used here for “Law” sheds light into
Jesus’ meaning. It is the Greek nomos, which, incidentally, con-
tains the same root as the word nomizo discussed in the previ-
ous paragraph. Nomos refers to the larger corpus of the Law,
which the New Testament most clearly translates “Torah”, or the
five books of Moses which include the Ten Commandments in
the Book of Exodus.2 1 Interestingly, the Jews considered the Day
of Atonement (described in Leviticus 16) to be the center of the
law, not the Ten Commandments. In fact, if one counts words for-
ward from the beginning of Genesis and counts words backward
from the end of Deuteronomy, Leviticus 16 is physically the cen-
ter of the Law.To the Jews the position of the
Day of Atonement in the Torah is no mere
coincidence. It shows the centrality and impor-
tance of Yom Kippur—the Day of
Atonement—as the center of the Jewish faith

Jesus’ understanding that He was the Lamb
of God led Him to interpret the entire Torah as
announcing His sacrifice. Therefore, if He had
annulled the Law, He would have been
annulling the prophetic evidence that He was
who He claimed to be, and that by His death
He would take the guilt of humanity’s disobe-
dience upon Himself.This fulfillment of the law is what He taught
the disciples on the road to Emmaus as well as the disciples in
the Upper Room.

After Jesus gives the negative command,“Do not make it a
law to think that I have come to destroy the Law or the Prophets”,
He then declares what He has done:“I have not come to destroy
but to fulfill”. There is no direct command to keep the Law in this
statement, either. Rather, Jesus wants us to understand His rela-
tionship to the Law so we can then understand our relationship
to it.

Further, Jesus refers to the prophets. His implication is that
both the Law and the Prophets are of equal value in their fore-
shadowing of His mission. As He later told the disciples,“These
are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that

all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of
Moses and in the Prophets and in the Psalms about Me” (Luke
24:44).

To understand Jesus’ fulfillment of the law and the prophets,
we must look at the underlying Greek words.The Greek term for
“fulfill” is plero. It means to fill a container by packing it down
until nothing more can be packed in, or until it overflows. Jesus
expands the meaning of “filling to overflowing” by the synonym
He uses in the following verse,“until all is fulfilled”. Here “fulfilled”
is not plero but a form of the verb ginomai which means “to
become”—“to come into being through generating.” 2 2 The
meaning that Jesus gives to “filling to overflowing” is that He will
generate whatever is needed to fulfill the requirements of the
Law to the point that they are not merely satisfied but that they
overflow.

Jesus’ claim exceeded all the rabbis’ claims to obedience. His
claim was that one man could be in Himself the fulfillment and
the filling up of all the obedience and righteousness taught,
preached, and prophesied in the Torah and the Prophets. It was
an astounding claim.

Then, to show how thorough His fulfillment of the Torah and
the Prophets would be, He makes another astounding declara-
tion: (18) “For truly I say to you, Till the heaven and the earth pass
away, not one jot or one tittle shall in any way pass from the Law
until all is fulfilled.”

The jots and tittles are the smallest parts of the Hebrew char-
acter script. Whether they are part of a character or not makes all
the difference in the pronunciation and meaning of a word. By

referring to these figures, Jesus is saying He would both fulfill
and fill with meaning every single part of the Torah and the
Prophets. Not “till heaven and earth pass away” would the Torah
and the Prophets stop demonstrating that Jesus has fulfilled
every nuance of meaning and obligation they foreshadowed.

The phrase “until all is fulfilled” cannot be seen apart from the
previous phrase “I have not come to destroy but to fulfill”.These
words of Jesus are talking about much more than the permanen-
cy of the Law. They are talking about the eternity of His work in
fulfilling the Law on humanity’s behalf.

Ri g hteousness exceeding the Ph a ri s e e s
The following passage is sometimes interpreted as Jesus

instructing us to keep the Ten Commandments meticulously. It

He was making sure they knew He was really saying,

in effect, “Do not make it your starting assumption

about Me that I have come to abolish or undo the

Law or the Prophets”.
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must be understood, however, within the context that He is the
One who fills the Torah’s requirements for righteousness and
obedience to the brim.

(19) Therefore whoever shall relax one of these command-
ments, the least, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the
least in the kingdom of Heaven. But whoever shall do and teach
them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of Heaven.

(20) For I say to you that unless your righteousness shall
exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall in no case
enter into the kingdom of Heaven.

The relaxation, or literally the “loosening”, of any of the com-
mandments of the Law (the entire Torah) would call into ques-
tion whether Jesus is actually the fulfillment of the meaning of
that commandment. To say that a particular commandment does
not have significance would detract from His mission: to show

that His life is the fulfillment of even the smallest and seemingly
most insignificant commandment.

The doing and teaching of even the least of the command-
ments must now be seen in the light that He came to fulfill all of
them, even the least of them. His fulfilling of the Torah and the
Prophets with all their commandments is now the basis for our
new relationship to the Law. Now what matters is our relation-
ship to Him as the One who fulfills the law and fills it up with
meaning.2 3

By His authority as the One who will fill the Law to overflow-
ing, Jesus can now make the following astounding judgment:

“For I say to you that unless your righteousness shall exceed
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall in no case enter into
the kingdom of Heaven” (v20).

In order to understand this amazing statement, it is important
to stay within the context of Jesus’ words that he had come to
fulfill the Law to overflowing with righteousness. His mission was
to surpass the best of human obedience by finally giving the Law
what it required: perfect obedience from the heart.

Jesus had already made the connection between Himself and
righteousness right there in the Beatitudes. If He Himself were
not the righteousness of God provided for humanity, He would
have been cursing them instead of blessing them when He said:

(6) Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after righteousness!
For they shall be filled.

(7) Blessed are the merciful! For they shall obtain mercy.

(8) Blessed are the pure in heart! For they shall see God.
(9) Blessed are the peacemakers! For they shall be called the

sons of God.
(10) Blessed are they who have been persecuted for righteous-

ness sake! For theirs is the kingdom of Heaven.
(11) Blessed are you when men shall revile you and persecute

you, and shall say all kinds of evil against you falsely, for My sake.
The term “righteousness’ sake” in verse 10 is parallel to the

phrase “My sake” in verse 11. Jesus is clearly equating Himself
with righteousness. He is saying that those who are blessed
would find their fulfillment in Him and would also be persecuted
on His account.They, like Paul, would suffer for teaching that they
would “be found in Him; not having [their] own righteousness,
which is of the Law, but through the faith of Christ, the righteous-
ness of God by faith” (Philippians 3:8-9).

In this passage, Jesus the Christ is announcing His identity and
mission as the Messiah,“the Lord our
Righteousness” (Jeremiah 23:5,6). Since He is
exceeding the law with His own righteousness,
then He has the right to declare what the Law
means and how it is applied.Those who con-
tend that Matthew 5:17-19 is a direct reference
to and defense of the Decalogue may be sur-
prised at v. 21 where Jesus continues His star-
tling teaching.

“You have heard that the ancients were
told, ‘You shall not commit murder’ and
‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to
the court.’ ”True, the first part is considered the

Sixth Commandment (Exodus 20:13):“Thou shall not kill”. But
what about the second part,“Whoever commits murder shall be
liable to the court…everyone who is angry with his brother shall
be guilty before the court; and whoever says to his brother, ‘You
good-for-nothing,’ shall be guilty before the supreme court; and
whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go into the
fiery hell”? 

These words are not part of the Ten Commandments at all. In
fact, they are not a direct quote of any part of the Torah. This pas-
sage is Jesus’ own editing of the Torah. As the fulfillment of the
Law, His Law goes beyond deeds to the motive behind the
deeds. When it comes to murder, the actual deed deserves a day
in court. But the anger previous to the deed makes one guilty
before “the supreme court”. This court in Judaism was none other
than the Sanhedrin, and only the very elite scribes and Pharisees
were members of that court. Were they angry at Him for lessen-
ing the value of their righteousness? 

Further, Jesus said if one calls another “You fool”,2 4 he is guilty
of “fiery hell”.2 5 Hell was a judgment reserved for God alone. Thus
Jesus pointed beyond what the Torah could judge to what only
God could judge.

Anger and lust tend to keep company, and it was no different
in Jesus’ audience. How many men (and women) were caught off
guard by Jesus’ words regarding adultery? 

(27) You have heard that it was said to the ancient s,“You shall
not commit adulte ry.” (28) But I say to you that whoever looks on a

His fulfilling of the Torah and the Prophets with all their

commandments is now the basis for our new relat i o n s h i p

to the Law. N ow what mat ters is our relationship to Him as

the One who fulfills the law and fills it up with meaning.
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woman to lust after her has alre a dy co m m i t ted adulte ry with her in
his heart . (29) And if your ri g ht eye offends yo u, pluck it out and
t h row it from yo u. For it is profitable for you that one of your mem-
bers should pe ri s h , and not that your whole body should be
t h rown into hell. (30) And if your ri g ht hand offends yo u, cut it off
and throw it from yo u. For it is profitable for you that one of yo u r
m e m bers should pe ri s h , and not that your whole body should be
t h rown into hell.

Jesus’“filling up” the meaning of the adul-
tery law surprises his listeners on two
accounts: His definition of adultery and its
punishment.

Ad u l te ry is more than the deed.“Wh oeve r
l ooks on a woman to lust after her has alre a dy
co m m i t ted adulte ry with her in his heart”. A co n-
v i ction of violating the adulte ry law had grave
co n s e q u e n ce s, l i te rally death by stoning fo r
both (De u te ro n o my 22:21-25).Those part i c i p at-
ing in the stoning had to pick up a sto n e, o r
pluck it out from a pile of stones and throw it at
the man and the woman until their deat h .Ye t
w h at Jesus asks to be plucked out and throw n
is not a stone but the offending lustful eye or
the hand used in the sexual fant a s y. Mo re ove r, Jesus re m oves the
re s po n s i b i l i ty of punishment from the public. For the pri vate sin of
lust which pre cedes the more public sin of adulte ry, Jesus holds
the offender fully re s ponsible for his own guilt and for dealing
with his sin be fo re God.

Of divo rce and oat h s
Although not generally seen as connected, Jesus’ words

regarding lust are closely related to His next pronouncements
regarding divorce.

(31) It was also said, Whoever shall put away his wife, let him
give her a bill of divorce. (32) But I say to you that whoever shall
put away his wife, except for the cause of fornication, causes her
to commit adultery. And whoever shall marry her who is put away
commits adultery.

The To rah allowed for a husband to put away the wife if she
did not find favor in his eyes be cause he found some indece n cy
in her. Je s u s, h oweve r, reissues the divo rce co m m a n d m e nt so as
to fill the Law to ove rf l owing with ri g hte o u s n e s s. The exce p t i o n
clause for divo rce,“except for the cause of fo rn i cat i o n ,”needs to
be seen in re l ationship to the inclusive clause in the case of
a d u l te ry:“w h oever looks on a woman to lust after her has
a l re a dy co m m i t ted adulte ry with her in his heart”. If a man’s wife
commits adulte ry, he may divo rce her. Jesus allowed for that
human situation and its re s u l t a nt limiting effe cts on the human
h e a rt . In view of His previous clause in which He includes lust of
the heart within the sco pe of adulte ry, h oweve r, He raises the
n o rm for divo rce to another leve l . If a man’s wife commits adul-
te ry, he may divo rce her, but how can he divo rce her if in his
h e a rt he has ever lusted after other women and is also guilty of
a d u l te ry? 

Even though Jesus allows for divorce, He calls for all to know
their sinful hearts and on that basis make the choice to forgive
and not divorce. If, however, one does divorce on account of
unfaithfulness, divorce with love and forgiveness because “God
has called us to live in peace” (1 Corinthians 7:15). Once again,
Jesus raises the Law’s demand for righteousness to a level that
only a higher kind of love can give: His divine love. That love is
the Law by which He, as the righteousness of God, relates to sin-

ners. He is espoused to His people forever.“I have loved you with
an everlasting love; Therefore I have drawn you with lovingkind-
ness” (Jeremiah 31:3).

It is not surp rising that,a fter discussing divo rce, the next co m-
m a n d m e nt that Jesus fills with meaning re fers to the taking of oat h s.

(33) Ag a i n , you have heard that it has been said to the ancient s,
“You shall not swear falsely, but you shall pe rfo rm your oaths to the
Lo rd.” (34) But I say to yo u, Do not swear at all! Not by He ave n ,
be cause it is God’s thro n e ; (35) not by the eart h , for it is the foo t-
s tool of His fe e t ; not by Je ru s a l e m , be cause it is the city of the gre at
Ki n g ; (36) nor shall you swear by your head, be cause you ca n n o t
m a ke one hair white or black. (37) But let your wo rd be,Ye s, ye s ; No,
n o. For whatever is more than these comes from ev i l .

Initially, two things are striking about this declaration. First,
Jesus introduces this command the same way he introduced the
previous two by saying,“You have heard that it has been said to
the ancients”. This command, unlike the previous two, however, is
not in the Decalogue. Jesus is showing that He fulfills everything
that was written about righteousness and obedience in the
Torah and the Prophets.

Second, the commands He presents are not direct quotes
from any one specific place in the Torah, but He takes the liberty
to “copy and paste” related words and phrases from different
parts of the Torah and quote them together.This passage is an
example. He uses the idea of the Third Commandment of the
Decalogue,“Thou shall not take the name of the Lord thy God in
vain” (Exodus 20:7; Deuteronomy 5:11), without quoting it direct-
ly. He combines it with Leviticus 19:12,“You shall not swear by
my name falsely, and profane the name of your God.”The phrase
“you shall perform your oaths to the Lord” was understood to be
the positive corollary to the negative command not to profane

Moreover, Jesus removes the responsibility of punish-

ment from the public. For the private sin of lust which

precedes the more public sin of adultery, Jesus holds the

offender fully responsible for his own guilt and for deal-

ing with his sin before God.
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God’s name, but those words were not actually written anywhere
in the Torah. Jesus was using His authority as the Righteousness
sent from God to reveal the filled-to-overflowing intent and spirit
of God’s commands regarding oath taking.

Jesus’ commandment regarding the taking (or giving) of
oaths applies to all human desire to fortify and validate one’s
promises by calling on the permanence of something greater
than one’s self. Jesus shows the futility of calling God as witness
to the frailty of human promises. Even though the oath taker
may not directly be invoking the name of God, Jesus shows that
swearing by anything that belongs to God is but a veiled
attempt to call on God’s sovereignty to guarantee one’s inconsis-
tent human promises. God does not guarantee our promises,
however; He guarantees only His own.

By reminding the listeners of the frailty of human promises,
Jesus reminds His Jewish audience of another failed promise
made by their fathers. When God met with the children of Israel
to give them His covenant, on their own initiative they swore,“All
that the Lord has spoken, we will do” (Exodus 19:8). It was a false
promise, however, because they swore to do something only He
could do: qualify themselves to be His own people, a kingdom of
priests, and a holy nation. They swore falsely by attempting to
promise something that was His alone to give and to fulfill for
His people.2 6

All they needed to say was “Yes” to His promise.2 7 Therefore, as
Jesus announces the beginning of the New Covenant, He com-

mands the believers to just give a simple “Yes” or “No” in all their
dealings, including their response to God. Whatever is more than
these comes from evil (v. 37). That they knew their promises
would come from evil hearts was nothing new to them.They
were acquainted with Jeremiah’s words,“The heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?”
(Jeremiah 17:9).

Only God could swear by His own name. Only His promises
were truly faithful. Even the most faithfully kept human promises
do not require what God required from Himself: the giving up of

His own beloved son to bear the “rod and stripes” for the trans-
gressions of humanity. In one of the most poignant promises
God made to David is found this oath taken by God regarding
the work of the Messiah:

(30) If his children forsake my law, and walk not in my judg-
ments; (31) If they break my statutes, and keep not my command-
ments; (32) Then will I visit their transgression with the rod, and
their iniquity with stripes. (33) Nevertheless my lovingkindness
will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail.
(34) My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone
out of my lips. (35) Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will
not lie unto David. (36) His seed shall endure for ever, and his
throne as the sun before me. (37) It shall be established for ever
as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven. Selah (Psalms
89:30-37).
God made the promise of the establishment of His throne,

and He swore on His own holiness! The right to swear by God’s
holy name is a right which God reserves to Himself. God’s Holy
name was at stake if He failed to provide the Son as the Lamb
who would bear the sins of the world.

Jesus knew what was at stake when He began His mission. His
life and death and resurrection fulfilled the law concerning
oaths, demonstrating that it is God’s oath to save Israel which
should be trusted. Israel’s promises failed once, and promises fail
every time anyone would swear by God’s name to atone for his
own sins or to guarantee his own oaths. What is left for humans
when they interact with each other is simple honesty in their

dealings:“Yes” for “yes”,“No” for “no”. Anything
else is but a cover up for the weaknesses of
their promises.

Regrettably, the breaking of human promis-
es often leads to vengeance and violence.
Thus, the next commandment that Jesus fills
to overflowing is the law concerning how to
respond to an injustice. Once again, this is not
a commandment found in the Decalogue.
Jesus quotes from various parts of the Torah
which deal with the law of retribution. In
responding to the commandment on His
terms, He literally changes the law of retribu-
tion to the law of responding to an injustice
with love.

You have heard that it was said,“An eye for an
eye, and a tooth for a tooth.” (39) But I tell you,
don’t resist him who is evil; but whoever strikes

you on your right cheek, turn to him the other also. (40) If anyone
sues you to take away your coat, let him have your cloak also. (41)
Whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two. (42) Give
to him who asks you, and don’t turn away him who desires to bor-
row from you. (Mat 5:38-42)

By changing the commandment from retribution to respond-
ing to injustice, Jesus teaches the gospel of His life. He himself is
the true meaning of the law. Humanity deserved God’s retribu-
tion, but God responded with salvation. In Jesus, God turned the
other cheek, receiving the unjust and wicked slap of our sins on

Even though the oath taker may not directly be invoking

the name of God, Jesus shows that swearing by anything

that belongs to God is but a veiled attempt to call on

God’s sovereignty to guarantee one’s inconsistent

human promises. God does not guarantee our promises,

however; He guarantees only His own.
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His face. In Jesus, God gave humanity the saving robe of right-
eousness while His son went naked on the cross. In Jesus, God
went the second mile, offering His son to become sin for us. In
Jesus, God gave to us the gift of eternal life. With His life and His
obedience unto death He showed how to respond to all human
injustice.

Thus the greater Law of God’s love is fulfilled. Jesus ends his
discourse by reformulating the law of love. His declaration is a
new formula for living—and it is lived out in His life to the fullest.

(43) You have heard that it was said,‘You shall love your neigh-
bor and hate your enemy.’ (44) But I say to you, Love your ene-
mies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you,
and pray for those who despitefully use you and persecute you,
(45) so that you may become sons of your Father in Heaven.

Here Jesus’ quote from the Torah is most fascinating. Only the
clause “You shall love your neighbor” is part of the Torah (Lev.
19:18).“Hate your enemy” was assumed to be law because it was
the opposite of loving the neighbor. Jesus challenged that basic
human assumption, however, and established love of the enemy
as the corresponding part of loving one’s neighbor. Again, Jesus
was speaking prophetically of His life.

“For if when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God
through the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we
shall be saved by His life” (Romans 5:10). It was Jesus Who, from
the cross, blessed those who cursed Him, carried the sins of those
who hated Him, and prayed,“Father, forgive them for they know
not what they do” on behalf of His tormentors. This counterintu-
itive love is our gift from God, and when we are in Christ, it is the
love He places in our hearts by His Spirit.

Be pe rfe ct in Ch ri s t
The culmination of Jesus’ reformulation of the Law is con-

tained in the well-known passage,“Be ye therefore perfect, even
as your Father which is in heaven is perfect” (v. 48). The word
translated here as “perfect” comes from the Greek word telos
which means “fully completed in its nature or purpose”.

The Father trusts in the fully completed righteousness of His
Son to represent His love as fully perfect. Similarly, it is only as we
trust in the fully completed righteousness of Christ which fills the
Law to overflowing that we will be complete in nature and pur-
pose before God.

In His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus introduced Himself as the
living Righteousness and Perfection the law had always demand-
ed. In His radical reformulation of the Law, He began to unveil the
mystery of His life as the fulfillment of all morality and holiness
before God for all time and for all creation. Only He could fulfill
the demands for perfection required by the law, and only when
we are hidden in Him will we be covered with His righteousness
and perfect obedience. Grounded in the assurance that we are
fully complete in Him, we can then experience the power of
God’s perfect love engraving His life into our own.

“Do not make it a law to think that I have come to destroy the
law of the prophets. I have not come to destroy, but to fill to
overflowing”.

En d n o te s
1 . Colossians 1:13; Philippians 1:21
2 . 2 Co ri nthians 1:3-4
3 . Romans 8:16-17; Ephesians 1:18-23; Reve l ation 20:6; 2 2 : 5
4 . Philippians 3:9; Romans 9:30
5 . Ephesians 2:4-8;Titus 3:4-7; He b re ws 4:16
6 . 1 John 3:3; John 15:3-4; Romans 6:22; He b re ws 12:14;
7 . Ephesians 2:14-15; John 14:27; 1 6 : 3 3 ; Romans 8:6-8, 1 5 - 1 7
8 . Romans 8:35-39; 2 Co ri nthians 4:8-10 
9 . Matthew 10:40-42; Colossians 1:26-27

1 0 .Psalm 119:56 
1 1 .Psalm 119:20, 2 1
1 2 .Psalm 119:28, 2 9 .
1 3 .Psalm 119:78, 141 
1 4 .Psalm 119:81, 131 
1 5 .Psalm 119:77 
1 6 .Psalm 119:9-11
1 7 .Psalm 119:163-165 
1 8 .Psalm 119:86-88, 157  No te the co nt rast with Je s u s’blessing re g a rding the pe r s e-

c u te d.The psalmist says the persecution is without ca u s e. Jesus says the blessed
a re pe r s e c u ted with ca u s e, the cause of ri g hte o u s n e s s — for His sake and His ri g ht-
e o u s n e s s.

1 9 .Psalm 119:47, 72 
2 0 . n o m i zo:“l i te rally re fe rring to what attains the fo rce of law (n o m o s) , and then,‘to be

of the opinion’ ” : I n ternational Standard Bible En cyc l o pe d i a. See also the use of
n o m i zo in Mt. 2 0 : 1 0 , L k . 2 : 4 4 , Acts 7:25, Acts 8:20.

2 1 .Eve ry time the phrase “the Law of Mo s e s” is found in the New Te s t a m e nt, t h e
Greek wo rd n o m o s is used. Howeve r, the phrase re fers to the To rah as a whole (see
Lu ke 2:22, Lu ke 24:44, John 1:45, John 7:19, John 7:23, Acts 13:39, Acts 15:5, Act s
2 8 : 2 3 , 1 Co r.9 : 9 , He b re ws 9:19, He b re ws 10:28). In not one instance does the
p h rase re fer exc l u s i vely to the Ten Co m m a n d m e nt s.

2 2 . g i n o m a i has many other nuance s, but they all arise from the basic meaning “to
be co m e”t h rough generat i n g.

2 3 .He will later give an example of the doing and teaching of a small co m m a n d m e nt
and how He fills it with meaning (vv.2 3 , 2 4 ) .

2 4 .The lite ral wo rd used here is Ara m a i c, re q a, a highly offe n s i ve insult, m e a n i n g
“i m be c i l e”to say the least.

2 5 .A co n cept found in Jewish apocalyptic lite rat u re, E n och 90:26.
2 6 .Thus the Old Cove n a nt was based upon a false pro m i s e.All other at tempts of

Ch ristians to make similar promises tod ay are promises made under the same
false pre tenses and are bound for the same failure.
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A re s ponse to Desmond Fo rd’s art i c l e

I was raised Adventist. What I have believed is well-stated by “YOUR”
magazine in the article by Desmond Ford. Please read the last para-
graph of the article entitled,“In Christ Alone, By Grace Alone”,
Proclamation! vol. 5, issue 6, Nov/Dec 2004. p. 17. I am sorry the church
took away his credentials. I, however, do believe in the Investigative
Judgment (IJ). In fact, I want one. I want “YAWEH” vindicated. Whether
the IJ is exactly as E. White depicted it I’m not sure. I do know that
Adventists said things about the IJ that E. White never said. The church
also printed things she didn’t want printed, and her main message was
righteousness by faith.

Now re: the plagiarism: God told her He’d show her what to write.
The authors she plagiarized should be honored that a prophet used
their writings. The fact that she didn’t give them credit was a gross error.
But none of the prophets were perfect except, maybe, Daniel.

I don’t think most of you have been in an Adventist church lately.
The righteousness of Christ is being preached from our pulpits. Oh, we
still have the Pharisees around; Christ had them around, too, and that
probably includes me.

In several of your issues, former Adventist pastors have stated the

Holy Spirit wasn’t in the church, so they left. May I say I hope with a
heart filled with love, why didn’t you preach and pray for it?”

You can’t change a community from without; you have to put forth
your efforts within. How my heart aches that you left knowing what was
needed. My heart also truly aches when I read of both the hate written
in the letters to the editors, and of the hate written into your articles.
Oh, how Jesus must “weep” over His church.

I pray almost daily that the good things given me by the Spirit be
revived and renewed so my church will experience life, joy, and unity.

Editor’s Note: The current interpretation of the investigative judg-
ment—that God will be vindicated—shows perhaps even less rever-
ence for God than did the original understanding of the doctrine that
stated Jesus is even now judging the righteous, and we will not know
whether or not we are saved until the Second Coming. The Bible is clear
that God is sovereign over all; none of His creatures will judge Him, nor
can they. He owes us no explanations for His sovereign acts (Romans
9:14-26) Neither we nor any other creature can or will “vindicate” God.

As to Ellen White’s “main message,” righteousness by faith is not the
dominant theme in all her writings. While there are some passages that
affirm this Biblical truth, many others deny it. Further, her plagiarism,
which was a form of stealing, discounts her as a true prophet of God.
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L E T T E R S to the Editor   

Pe r s pe ct i ve of a South Af ri can ex p at ri o t
My soul re j o i ced gre atly to read the article by

Ch ris Ba d e n h o r s t,Proc l a m a t i o n !, issue 5, vo l u m e
5 , Octo ber 2004. Indeed my soul magnifies the
Lo rd, for we have been led by the Sp i rit in much
the same way. L i ke him, I am a So. Af ri ca n , but 10
years yo u n g e r. L i ke him, I , too, had to wo rk my
way through the chaos and confusion that wa s
Adve nt i s m . In South Af ri ca , h oweve r, we did ex pe-
ri e n ce a time when the Go s pel glowed upon us.
Ma ny fine Af ri kaans preachers re m e m be red their
Du tch Re fo rmed roots and actually preached the
Tru t h . From this, m a ny of my family be n e f i te d, b u t
as by fire.Th ey had to wo rk through the chaos
and confusion as we l l . I heard many of them in
their old age say,“ It is only for the mercy of God.”
Gra ce upon gra ce.

Af ri kaaners don’t understand the co n ce p t .To
them salvation was a special fo rm of mercy, w h i c h
is theolog i cally tru e, but my aunts had to discove r
this re a l i ty the ve ry hard way of suffe ring and cry-
ing to God, not by good teaching or pre a c h i n g. I
even came to see my late mother understand
g ra ce, a fact for which I gre atly re j o i ce.

As a young boy I too listened to Alvin E.Coo k
and his evangelistic series called Dead Men Do Te l l
Ta l e s. I listened to that tw i ce, s aw some families
come to Adve nt i s m , and have seen many of them
s u f fer grief over the ye a r s. As for me, I thought I
had it all sewn up.The Adve ntist sys tem wa s

enough for me. Little did I kn ow I did not have
Ch ri s t . Finding Him came much late r, and that is
another sto ry that I will supply to these pages in
the future.

I am a family physician in Thousand Oa k s, CA .
I live in Simi Va l l ey where the Adve ntist Me d i a
Ce nter is. I see many Adve ntists come and go.
My heart aches for them, for they are defra u d e d.
Colossians 2:18-19,“ Let no one cheat you of yo u r
re wa rd, t a king delight in false humility and wo r-
ship of angels, i nt ruding into those things which
he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly
m i n d, and not holding fast to the He a d, f ro m
Whom all the body nourished and knit tog e t h e r
by joints and ligament s,g rows with the incre a s e
t h at is from God.”Ch e ated and defra u d e d, t h ey
h ave subjected themselves to re g u l ations (v. 2 0 ) ,
and the co ntext phenomenon is verses 16-17,“So
let no one judge you in food or in dri n k , o r
re g a rding a fe s t i val or a new moon or sabbat h s,
which are a shadow of things to co m e, but the
s u b s t a n ce is of Ch ri s t .”When I read this 15 ye a r s
a g o, it was enough for me to dispense of the
Adve ntist chaos. Ch rist found me, and that has
made all the diffe re n ce.

I am a member of Gra ce Co m m u n i ty Ch u rc h
w h e re Dr. John Ma c Arthur is my pasto r. It is
t h rough his fine ex po s i to ry preaching that I
h e a rd the vo i ce of my gre at Sh e p h e rd, Je s u s, t h e
Sh e p h e rd of the sheep.

I hail you from Am e ri ca ,Ch ri s. May the Lo rd
g ra nt us oppo rt u n i ty to meet this side of the
Ki n g d o m , pe rhaps even there in be a u t i f u l
Du r b a n .

Ge o f f rey Dre w

Please send P ro c l a m a t i o n !
Could you start sending Proc l a m a t i o n ! to my

son? He likes reading basic Ch ri s t i a n , g o s pe l - o ri-
e nted mate ri a l . He alre a dy kn ows how cultic the
Adve ntist church is. He we nt to the loca l
Adve ntist school for three years and has a lot of
Adve ntist re l at i ve s.

My baby grandchild [the child of a diffe re nt
son] at tended Sa b b ath School for the first time in
his sweet little life last we e k . He is not quite two.
Please pray that our He avenly Father will lead this
wo n d e rful little boy into ri g hteousness and tru t h .
His tw i n , a girl , h a s n’t been ex posed to Sa b b at h
S c h ool ye t . If she gets away from her mama, s h e
c ries and we e p s. Co n s e q u e nt l y, t h ey leave her at
home with her mama, a lapsed Cat h o l i c.

Thank you ve ry much.

Ne g at i ve things
I am sorry that you wri te such negat i ve things

a bout the Adve ntist churc h . I be l i eve in my
c h u rch and wa nt to see it thro u g h . It’s too bad
t h at you seem to dwell on the negat i ve. It wo u l d
be nice to hear po s i t i ve enco u ra g e m e nt .
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If you are happy in your be l i e fs, w hy wo u l d
you feel it nece s s a ry to co ntinue to dow n g ra d e
the churc h ?

My father died a wo n d e rful Ch ri s t i a n
Adve ntist man. My mother is 96 and not doing
we l l . She did and does not agree with yo u. Pl e a s e
do not co ntinue sending your paper to us.

We all need to pray that we will uphold that
which is ri g ht and ask for God’s divine leading
and not lean on “our own understanding”.

Stop the lies
I have a student who has be come a “w h i te

s u p re m a c i s t” ; we are still his fri e n d s, but I will not
a l l ow any of his hate-filled lite rat u re in my home.
We have seve ral students act i ve in the NAAC P —
t h ey are fri e n d s, but their lite rat u re is not allowe d
in my home.

DO NOT send any more of your HAT E
Seve nt h - d ay Adve ntist and hate Ellen G.Wh i te lit-
e rat u re to my home. It is offe n s i ve to anyone who
t ruly loves the Lo rd. Jesus is a God of love, n o t
h ate.

P. S . I have been in Adve ntist education fo r
m a ny years and have never heard that we must
be pe rfe ct to be save d. Sa l vation is a gift,n o t
e a rn e d. So stop the lies.

Personal thanks
Be cause of your willingness to serve our Lo rd

and Savior Jesus Ch ri s t,we would like to co n-
t ri b u te to your ministry.We thank you pe r s o n a l l y
f rom our heart for all you do.We have learned so
much from your mate rials that you have made
available to us.We kn ow that this is not much but
we pray that the Lo rd will multiply it and use it
for His purpo s e. May God bless you and yo u r
l oved ones!

En j oyed “The Human Sp i ri t”
Thank you for your ministry. I read your maga-

zine eagerly from cover to cove r. It always give s
me a fresh pe r s pe ct i ve and something new to
co n s i d e r. I especially enjoyed Colleen Ti n ke r’s art i-
cle in a re ce nt magazine,“the Human Sp i ri t —
Bre ath or Co re Ident i ty ? ”

Thank yo u, and may God co ntinue to bless
your ministry.

God bless yo u
May God bless you all for the good wo rk yo u

a re doing. Keep it up.

De f a m at i o n
Do not send your defamat i o n , eve r. I have

n ever read it, nor will I. It is a total wa s te of tre e s
and mate ri a l s.

Pray for my girl f ri e n d
I would like to thank you ve ry much for yo u r

n e ws l e t ter Proc l a m a t i o n ! Al s o, thank you for re c-
ommending me the book Di s cove ring The New
Cove n a n t : Why I Am No Longer a Seve n t h - d ay
Ad ve n t i s t by Greg Tay l o r. Both have been ve ry
e d u cat i o n a l .

Un fo rt u n ately I have n’t had too much luck wit-
nessing to my girl f riend who is an Adve nt i s t . I ask
t h at you please pray for her as well as the mem-
bers of the Adve ntist churc h . I find it ve ry sad that
she is being dece i ved by the fallacy of Adve nt i s m .

Thank you and God bless yo u.

Th a n k s
Thanks for sharing something about Gra ce

Ma i l , Ca l va ry [Co m m u n i ty Ch u rc h ] , and SDA
O u t reach in this mont h’s issue of Proc l a m at i o n !

It was gracious of yo u, and we hope tog e t h e r
we can co ntinue to reach thousands with the
Go s pel of our Lo rd Jesus Ch ri s t .

Be cause of Ca l va ry, Ma rk [Ma rt i n ]

New insight
I would like to say thank you for the bri l l i a nt

a rticle entitled “The human spirit - bre ath or co re
i d e nt i ty ? ” in the Se p t / Oct 2004 Proc l a m a t i o n ! - it
has helped me a lot to understand how to pre s-
e nt these things to Adve nt i s t s, as well as give n
me a lot of new insight into the issue mys e l f.Th e
p a rt about Je s u s’ n at u re was truly exce l l e nt !

R e p ri nt art i c l e
Just read the Nov - Dec Proc l a m a t i o n ! I enjoye d

all the art i c l e s — Dale Rat z l a f f’s piece on tra n s l a-
tions was exce l l e nt, a d d ressing this co nt rove r s i a l
issue with clari ty in an easy to read sty l e.We
would be inte re s ted in re p ri nting it.

Se co n d, I was impressed by the gre at wo rd
p i ct u re painted by Co ra Holder (“Dumping the
Bath Wate r” ) . I have quoted her in a column I have
w ri t te n , but be cause I quote her seve ral times, I
would like her pe rm i s s i o n , as well as yo u r s. I am
attaching a rough version of my co l u m n — at pre s-
e nt scheduled for pri nting in [our] Se p te m be r -
Oct p ber 2005 [issue].

Keep up the gre at wo rk !

You take a chance
You take a chance when you send me yo u r

p a pe r. I am a sucker for the misinfo rm e d. As the
be l oved Paul said to the Ga l atians “who has
be w i tched yo u ? ”

You are lite rate and should kn ow be t te r, b u t
the poo rly schooled that are drawn to you are in
a pathetic state.

Wa ke up man and get out of your curre nt
d i l e m m a .The law is ete rnal and will neve r
c h a n g e. Eve ry true Ch ristian kn ows that the law is
not salvific. But it is the powe rful standard of the
e te rnal co s m o s.

I have always wo n d e red at you and others of
l i ke stri pe since I first read your decisions.

Wh at are you hung up on that the rest of us
a re unawa re of? You obviously have now h e re
else to go. Are you trying to show us yo u r
wounded gri eva n ces? Are you hurt? You may join
the crowd anytime you choo s e.

God’s answer be fo re I aske d !
I was browsing around in Fo rmer Adve nt i s t

Fe l l owship Fo rum (FAFF) and found an inte re s t i n g
l e t ter from my cousin with a we b s i te to which I
we nt and found that a co nt ri b u tor stated that
Wa l ter Rea had re ca nted his The Wh i te Lie book and
was at tending SDA church in Ce nt ral Ca l i fo rn i a

Tod ay we re ce i ved Proc l a m a t i o n ! and PTL!
Th e re was the answer! I was so thrilled!!  This time
I got to read the magazine FIRST. My husband
usually gets the mail and hogs Proc l a m a t i o n !
u ntil he’s finished with it (we thoroughly re a d
t h at magazine!), and the answer was ri g ht there !
To read Re a’s steadfast state m e nt in his ow n
wo rds was SPECIAL to me/us!

So m e h ow there was a set of nine tapes of that
GC meeting that got out and our pasto r, Joe W.
Ray, re ce i ved a set and he made a co py of them
for my husband who was assisting him at the
t i m e. We we re thoroughly shoc ked and we p t, l i s-
tening to people we had met talking with Wa l te r
Rea as he laid be fo re them his findings during his
re s e a rch and the discussion fo l l owing!!  It was a
time of deep turmoil and agony of spirit and
m i n d. I just co u l d n’t be l i eve that Wa l ter Rea wo u l d
“re ca nt”w h at the Sp i rit led him to re s e a rc h .

L E TTERS MAY BE EDITED FOR CLA R I TY OR SPAC E
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The year is 1574; the place is your home in Fl o re n ce, It a l y.
The Ch u rch in which your mother has bro u g ht you up is
in a tumultuous dialogue with the scientists of the era

over whether the earth is flat (a co n cept the Ch u rch insists is
Bi b l i cal) and whether the earth is the ce nter around which all the
u n i verse ro t ates (another co n cept the Ch u rch insists is Bi b l i ca l ) .

Your inte l l i g e nt, i n q u i s i t i ve mom watches and listens as the
c h u rch stigmat i zes the gre at thinker Ga l i l e o, just as it did
Co pe rnicus and others be fo re him.

Your mom, h aving been taught by the church that a flat earth is

“t ru t h”, has also taught yo u, her son, t h at the earth is flat—but with
ce rtain re s e rvat i o n s.

“God didn’t give us our minds for us to turn them over to others.
Think for yo u r s e l f,”she has often said.

Your mom listens to the scientists as they make the case that is
o bv i o u s : the moon is ro u n d ; the sun is ro u n d, and the shadow of
the earth on the moon at times of eclipse is ro u n d.Th e re fo re, we

can ex pe ct that the earth is ro u n d.
The decibel level of the debate ri s e s,

and the Ch u rch finally labels Galileo an
a po s t ate, d e ce i ve d,d e l u s i o n a l .

Your mom tells you that this “bo l d-
n e s s”of Ga l i l e o’s is ent h u s i a s m , a n i-
m ation for his discove ry. Cl o s e d - m i n d-

ed pe o p l e, h oweve r, ca n’t see it that
way.Th ey call it re c klessness or anger.

Most people avoid him.A Ch u rch trial is
d e m a n d e d.Your mother has be co m e

i n c reasingly uneasy over the actions of the Ch u rc h ,and finally, t h i s
i nt repid woman makes an incredible decision.Selling eve rything that
she ow n s, she buys a little ship and sets out to prove to her sat i s f a c-
tion whether the wo rld is, i n d e e d,ro u n d.

“Truth is a re q u i s i te to a pe a ceful co n s c i e n ce,”she has said.
Totally consumed in her search for Tru t h , she sloughs off the

a c c u s ations of the Ch u rch that she is “l e aving the tru t h ,”“going to
the dev i l”, and “re a cting to those who have hurt her.”She spe n d s
m o re than a decade riding out sto rms and hurri ca n e s ; s we at i n g
t h rough the doldru m s ; fe a ring for her life in the St raits of Ma g e l l a n .
She fights off pirates and turns away from the sirens trying to
s e d u ce her with their chant s,“ Never question the doct rines and
a u t h o ri ty of the Ch u rc h .”

Your mother,h oweve r, re a l i zes there is no substitute for Tru t h .
Daily she prays that God will reveal it.Millions of tongues may
re pe at the mant ra ,“The earth is flat,”but their co l l e ct i ve co n fe s s i o n
d oe s n’t make the dogma tru e.She kn ows that there can only be
one Truth in this mat te r; she must not stop or slow her searc h .

After years of incredible hard s h i p, of wo rrying about and pray-
ing for you back home in Italy surrounded by the Fl at Ea rth Soc i e ty,
she sails her decrepit ship into harbor at last.Older and ve ry tire d,
she nears the doc k . She has put her life and re p u t ation on the line.

She has circ u m n av i g ated the globe! She has discove red the
Truth—the earth is round! She is ecstat i c.

As your mother disembark s, she is anxiously loo king in the crowd
for yo u.She is wo n d e ri n g,“Will my be l oved son be proud of me? Wi l l
his trust in me—for I have never lied to him—be stronger than the
fear of the Ch u rc h’s ridicule? Will he dismiss my heart b re a ki n g,d i f f i-
cult journ ey,or will he appre c i ate the desire for Truth which drove
me? Will he be willing and eager to learn what I have discove re d ? ”

At last she sees yo u.She searches your face — w h at will yo u r
re s ponse be? 
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P A T  D A R N E L L

“Truth is a requisite to a peaceful 
conscience,” she has said.

…we have been released from the law so that we
serve in the new way of the Spirit. Romans 7:6 NIV

Pat Da rnell is a re t i red church musician and music teacher who lives with her husband Dan in Hot Sp ri n g s, Arka n s a s.
She has four childre n , s even gra n d c h i l d re n , and six gre at - g ra n d c h i l d re n . In the early 1980’s she began to re - eva l u ate

Adve ntism and discove red a deep chasm be tween the plain wo rds of Scri p t u re and many of her churc h’s doct ri n e s.
Th rough the teaching ex pe ri e n ced at her new job as organist/choir dire ctor in a Ch ristian churc h , she and Dan final-
ly embra ced the true gospel of the Lo rd Je s u s.

A parable for a son in the Adventist ministry




